Choice of costume 
stumps Australia 


SYDNEY—DAUNTING 
security issues aside, 
one of the biggest 
headaches facing Aus- 
tralia's Арес summit 
organizers is how to 
clothe 21 world lead- 
ers in traditional cos- 
CHOICE! A20 
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Bar examinees get 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
ONE LAW GRADUATE DEFIED DOCTORS’ 


she could review for the bar exam. 


stayed glued to their books on the eve of 


WEEN YOUR CHANGE 
TO SAY VES? 


‘See special section. 


ed by backers 


mplete bed rest for a week so 


d up in hotel rooms and 


ing their errands to law un- 
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No climate change targets at Apec 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—PACIFIC RIM 
Jeaders meeting in Australia this week 
should strike an agreement on fighting 
global warming, but binding targets on 
greenhouse gas emissions should not 
be part of it, the host of the summit said 
yesterday. 

‘Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard, laying out reasons for putting 
global warming on the agenda of the 
normally trade-focused Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (Apec) forum, 
said the bloc had an important role to 


should ditch the emissions targets in 
the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate 
change in favor of voluntary strategies 
that recognize individual nations’ 
varying levels of development, 

“Our view is that we need a new 
flexible framework that includes a 
long-term global goal and encourages 
а wide range of national actions by 
all,” she told reporters. 

Howard, whose country is among 
the world’s highest emitters of green- 
house gases per capita, has been a key 
play in building a new global frame- opponent of the Kyoto pact, which ex- 
work on climate change. pires in 2012. A major UN meeting in 

But a new approach, Howard said, Bali, Indonesia, in December will be- 


gin working on a successor agreement. 
Howard said that Apec leaders 
would discuss the possibility of setting 
emissions caps in the future, but that it 
was "very unlikely" they would agree 
ona target at this week's meeting. 
Australia and the United States are 
the only two industrialized countries 
not to have ratified Kyoto, arguing that 
binding emission targets could harm 
economic growth and leave them at a 
competitive disadvantage to China 
and other developing countries not 
held to the pact’s targets. 
‘A document on climate change be- 
NO CLIMATE! A20 


Erap to reject pardon 


TIl fight all the way 
to Supreme Court’ 


st Giancarlo Bossi meets Pope Benedict XVI ata гай 


Pope urges youth to save planet Earth 


LORETO, ITALY—POPE BENE- 
dict XVI urged hundreds of 
thousands of young Catholics 
on Sunday to take better care of 
the planet and reverse environ- 
mental degradation, saying the 
world's water supply in particu- 
lar needs to be preserved and 
shared to avoid conflicts 
Benedict offered a very eco- 
friendly message during an 
open-air Mass on the second 
day of a weekend religious 


Italy a month after he was freed by Filipino Moro kidnappers. 


youth rally in the pilgrimage 
town of Loreto that was orga- 
nized by the Italian bishops’ 
conference: 

‘The Italian Church has desig- 
nated Sept. 1 as “Save Creation 
Day,” and as а result the Loreto 
meeting carried a strong envi- 
ronmental message, with each 
of the participants given 
biodegradable plates, recycling 
bags for their trash and a hand- 

POPE! ADI 


‘She suffered from silence of God’ 


LORETO, ITALY—POPE BENE- 
dict XVI on Saturday said that 
even the late Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta "suffered from the si- 
Јепсе of God" despite her im- 
mense charity and faith. 

The Pope, addressing а 
youth rally in central Italy re- 
ferred to a new book that re- 


veals that the Roman Catholic 
mun was deeply tormented 
about her faith and suffered 

periods of doubt about God. 
Tris significant that the Pope 
mentioned Mother Teresa's 
torment about God's silence as 
not being unusual because 
MOTHER TERESA A21 


4 tickets in 4 states 
win $330-M jackpot 


NOTTINGHAM, MARYLAND—FOUR WIN- 


‘untouchable for so long will final- 
ly be punished for the death of my 
husband and so many others,” she 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


ning tickets were sold for the estimated $330- BACOLOD CITY—THE WIDOW said on the phone from some- rested at his home in Utrecht for al- 
million Mega Millions jackpot—one each in ofslain rebel leader Arturo Tabara where in Metro Manila on Satur- legedly ordering the assassinations 
Maryland, New Jersey, Texas and Virginia. said she was “overjoyed” by the аг. day night. of Romulo Kintanar and Tabara. 


rest of Jose Ма. Sison, founder of 
the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, in the Netherlands. 

Veronica Tabara said the arrest 
of Sison on Tuesday and his trial 
in The Hague were the first steps 
in her “long and difficult quest” 
for justice for her husband and 
the “hundreds of others” whom 
Sison allegedly ordered killed 
over the years. 

"1 hope Sison who has seemed 


But Tabara acknowledged Si- 
son's right to due process. 

She said she and Gloria Joy" 
Kintanar, widow of Romulo Kin- 
tanar, filed the charges against 
Sison in The Hague last year for 
ordering the murders of their 
husbands. 

"The filing of the charges in the 
Netherlands was facilitated by the. 
Department of Justice because 
‘Tabara said she did not have the 


“Te wasn't me!” one disappointed customer 
shouted Saturday morning at Walther Liquors, 
the Nottingham store where Maryland Lowery 
officials said one of the tickets was sold. 

No one had come forward on Saturday to 
claim a share of the top prize. In Virginia, at 
least, that cannot happen until Tuesday be- 
cause the Virginia Lottery offices are closed 
for the long holiday weekend. 


ATICKETS/AUS 


——— HERE 


m 


I hope Sison is finally punished" 


resources to do it on her own. 
Sison, who bas been in exile in 
the Netherlands since 1987, was аг- 


Tabara, chair of the breakaway 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army- 
Alex Boncayao Brigade, was killed 
by New People's Army (NPA) hit 
men in Quezon City on Sept. 26, 
2004, along with Stephen Ong, the 
boyfriend of Tabara's daughter. 

Kintanar, a former member ofthe. 
CPP Central Committee and chief of 
its armed wing, the NPA, ший his Ё 
arrest in 1991, was shot dead on 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
A DEFIANT FORMER 


Estrada will spurn any pardon from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo as suggested by a substantial 
number of Filipinos should the Sandiganbayan 


find him guilty of plunder. 


"Getting pardoned is an ad- 
mission of guilt. I will exhaust 
all legal means to fight for jus- 
tice, even if it means going to 
the Supreme Court, Estrada 
yesterday said in a phone inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 

“from the very start, they 
(emissaries of Ms Arroyo) have 
offered that 1 leave for the coun- 


AFP exaggerating threat 
of Estrada supporters 


By Amando Doronila 


THE MILITARY IS DISPLAYING 
nervousness over the imminent 
promulgation sometime this 
month of the Sandiganbayan de- 
cision on the plunder case of de- 
posed President 
Joseph Estrada. It is 
also tying to rattle 
the nation by inflating the 
specter of unrest over а guilty 
verdict. 

From most indications, the 
nation is not on edge. 

But the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines staged a show of 
force on Friday in ceremonies at 
Camp Aguinaldo and Fort Boni- 
facio to demonstrate the mili- 
тагу is ready to cope with any 


iHOPEAIS — flagafter s 


a 


try of my choice, take anything I 
want and no charges will be 
filed against me. If i were guilty, 
mas mabilis pa за alas kwatro па. 
tinanggap ko yun (I would have 
accepted it right there and 
then)." 


and I am not Joc-Joc Bolante," 


ARMY Scout Rangers torch the communist. 


LI 


PRESIDENT JOSEPH 


“But flight is a sign of guilt 


ERAP/AIZ 


political disturbances that they — 
fear Estrada supporters may 
mount in reaction to the deci 

sion, either conviction or ac 
quittal. 

‘The AFP and the Philippine 
National Police have been put 
on alert ahead of the 
Sandiganbayan deci- 
sion. 

At Camp Aguinaldo, Maj. 
Gen. Ben Dolorfino, the new 
Marine commandant, made an 
ostentatious inspection of close 
to 1,000 troops of the National 
Capital Region Command, in- 
cluding helicopters, armored 
personnel carriers and troop 
carrier trucks. 

At Fort Bonifacio, headquar- 


AFP INFLATING/ A12 


seizing a rebel camp in Quezon. 
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10 d elieved over Lacs t 
By Christine O. Avendaño members and lawyers could visit that day said he had gone to in- 


the detainees without dearance. form higher authorities about the 
ARD ТАК .  Lacson said he had lunch with presence of Lacson but apparent- 
TEN GUARDS АГА Mny ү DETENTION FACIL- arîne Col. Ariel Querubin and ly the senator slipped through 
ity in Camp Capinpin, Tanay, were reprimanded other junior officers. He stayed the guards before he returned. 


and relieved of their duties after they let Sen. Pan- pal less 2 two cde = E = eid 

i : left after Querubin got a сай from members and lawyers of the de- 
filo Lacson enter the premises and hold discus- е ofice of AFP Chief of Staff tained military officers are al- 
sions with Marines and Scout Ranger officers be- Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jt, lowed to visit. All other visitors 


i icity i telling him to “cut short” the visit. will have to secure special per- 
ing held for alleged complicity in the February “iy rave, Romero reiterated mission from military authori- 


2006 coup attempt. orders for the “strict implementa- ties, according to Romero. 
‘Armed Forces Vice Chief of Staff some of the Marines and Scout tion of regulations for visitors" at “Probably the guards were 
Le Gen. Antonio Romero said Lac- Ranger detainees. They were once the detention facility. overwhelmed because he (Lac- 
зоп did not have proper clearance attached to the defunct Presiden- — “Yung guards lang kasi.bakit som) is а senator and former 
to visit the rebel officers. The tial Anti-Organized Crime Task sila nalusutan?..Bakit nakapa- general," Romero added. 
guards were found negligent. Force, which he had headed. sok na hindi nakuha yung ap- _ Asked whether Lacson would 


meacing to the news, Lacson The guards let him pass Proval (It was only the guards have been allowed entry if he 
said the lief of the guards was through the gates and didn’ttell who were relieved ... why were requested clearance, Romero 
Шын” and that there was noth. him that he was not permitted they given the slip? ... why was replied in the affirmative, Lac. 
img sneaky” about his visit to the хо enter the premises, he told the senator able to enter with, son was a senator afterall and 
facility the INQUIRER. ош first getting approval)?” was probably visiting to check 
He said he visited there with his Hesaid he was not aware of any Romero told reporters. living conditions there “in aid of 
staff members because he knew rule that only immediate family The military officer-in-charge legislation,” he said. 


— 
Dahil sa iyo, naging No. 1 ang WOW! 


“WASTED MONEY’ 
Members of the EcoWaste Coalition and the Freedom from Debt 
Coalition rally in front of the East Avenue Medical Center in 


‘Quezon City to criticize how the country’s money is thrown 
away to pay for medical waste burners in 26 hospitals under the 
Department of Health. RUDY esens 


Upscale golf club venue 
. of Comelec conference 


By Nikko Dizon ing the claim. 
Sought for comment, elec- 

AN UPSCALE GOLF CLUB tion reform advocate Ramon 
where the controversial broad- Casiple chuckled when told that 
band contract was supposedly the assessment conference 
discussed will be the venue ofa would be held in Wack Wack. 
three-day election assessment “Maraming history ang Wack 
conference of the Commission Wack sa kanya. (Wack Wack has 

on Elections this month. a lot of memories for him) He 
| Election stakeholders—from started there as а caddy,” Casi- 
election reform advocates to ple told the Inquinen by phone. 
Comelec officials—will gather Casiple is а convenor of Bantay 
at the Wack Wack Golf and Eleksyon 2007 and executive 
Country Club in Mandaluyong director of the Institute for Po- 
City on Sept. 10-12 to discuss litical and Electoral Reform 
the country’s electoral system (ІРЕК). 
and the ills hounding it. In its website, the Comelec 

‘Asked on Friday why the golf said it was "hoped" that the as- 
club was chosen as venue,Com- sessment conference “will be 
elec Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. seen by all stakeholders as an 
replied that it was spacious opportunity to present their ob- 
enough to accommodate the servations and recommenda; 


سي 


participants. tions to the Commission on 
It also has enough parking Elections under non-adversarial 

space, he added. circumstances in the spirit of 
Abalos, a golfing aficionado, true cooperation.” 

is the club's former president. Casiple said his group would 


He has admitted he knew the seek the revamp of the Comelec 
officials of the ZTE Corp, the “from top to bottom,” starting 
Chinese company with which with the appointment of the 
the government entered a na- four new commissioners in 
tional broadband network deal, February next year, cleaning up 
and had played golf with them. оѓ elections in the Autonomous 

Finance Secretary Margarito Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
‘Teves had said Abalos was pre- poll modernization, voters’ edu- 
sent when the project came up cation, and fixing “loopholes” in 
during a discussion at the golf the electoral system. 


У dub. "It all boils down to bringing 
VIDEOKE MIC UNITS* 12months 24 months But Abalos on Saturday said Баск the Comelec' credibility,” 
DUET MICS 0 шо ‘Teves had apologized for mak- he said 


SONG CHIPS 0 6 months m s 
CHE B de Malacanang comes 
0 


ADAPTOR 3 months to defense of Abalos 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY _ He was referring to Abalos’ 

b 
j THIS iS A PERMANENT OFFER. defended embattled Com- claim that Teves, in a recent 
Simula August 1, 2007, lahat ng WOW Magic Sing units at ——— deeem ш Бре 
= A je alos, saying his apologized for saying that the 
accessories ay covered ng permanent warranty offer na ito. alleged involvement in the Comelec chief was present 


Kaya BILI NA! Available at all authorized dealers nationwide. controversial $329-million when the project came up 
broadband deal with China's during a discussion at the 
ZTE Corp. was not an im- Wack-Wack Golf Club in Man- 
| | peachable offense. daluyong City. 
| Presidential Legal Adviser Abalos had claimed he met 
Sergio Apostol said Finance Teves and Transportation 
Secretary Margarito Teves had Secretary Leandro Mendoza 
‘already clarified the role played “by chance.” 
by Abalos in the deal which But Abalos said over the 
‘would involve the setting up of weekend that he's willing to 
a national broadband network face ап impeachment pro- 
(NBN) across the archipelago. ceeding because “I did not do 
“That's good. Ithink the al- anything wrong." 
legations should stop already He vehemently denied 
pending the related case filed playing any role in the negoti- 
іп court. Let the court decide ations between China and the 
and weigh the evidence,” said Philippines on the broadband 
Apostol. network. Michael Lim Ubac 


“Mabuhay £08000, Silver Fiesta £09000, Papuri ED7000 and Concerto ED11000 and 
future WOW Hagi Sing modets. | 
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9 senators 
vs ‘Garci’ 
probe-Migz 


| а 


BAGUIO CITY — PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo's allies in the 
Senate are playing the civil rights 
card to protect her from the revival 
of the "Hello, Garci” controversy 
Sen. Juan Miguel "Migz" Zubiri 
said he and eight other senators 
‘would try to stop the Senate from 
listening to the allegedly wire- 


tapped conversations of the Presi- straining order by going to the 
dent and an election official during 

the 2004 presidential race, before 
a Senate committee offically 
‘opens a probe on Thursday. 

He said they would argue 
that it would violate the civil 
liberties of Ms Arroyo. 

"Otherwise, we will pursue a re- 


Rewards points. 


Supreme Cour,” said Zubiri, who 
opened the National Leadership 
‘Training for Student Governments 
at Teachers’ Camp here on Sunday. 
Zubiri, however, did not identify 
the senators who would join him 
in raising the question on the pro- 
priety of using the wiretapped 
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Get a chance to win 10 million Rewards points in Citibank's 10 MILLION REWARDS RAFFLE. 
The promo that rewards and rewards and keeps on rewarding. 


Every time you make a P1,000 single-receipt purchase using your Citibank Credit Card, you earn a raffle entry that gives you the chance 
to win the ultimate reward - 10 million Rewards points! Or if you аге a Shell-Citibank, Mercury Drug-Citibank, Citibank Clear or Citibank | 
С Cash Back cardholder, you get a chance to win P1 million in cash credited to your Citibank Credit Card. 


conversations in the investigation. 
His statements came after the 
senators agreed to reopen the inves- 
tigations into the wiretapping scan- 
dalin ап Aug. 29 caucus. The meet- 
ing, however, left unsettled the de- 
bate as to whether they are permit- 
ted to listen to the recordings. 
Zubiri said it was "ironic" that 


To qualify, register ONCE by texting CITi«space»té-DIGIT CREDIT CARD NUMBER to 2366. Registration is FREE. 


10 MILLIUM 


Rewards Raffle 


Per DT-NCR Permit No. 3430 Series of 2007. Please see flyers for more details. 


senators, like Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
and Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan, have been insistent 
about “violating the civil rights of 
Ms Arroyo,” when they fought to 
include civil rights safeguards in 
the antiterror law (Human Securi- 
tyActof 2007). Vincent Cabreza, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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Exfoliate with Diamond Post 


There is no question that effortlessly clear skin is most 
equated with youth. If we recall what our skin looked like 
years ago, we will most likely come up with a picture of skin 
that is clearer, sofier and smoother. In a word, flawless. 

‘The reason for this is that youthful skin is composed 
mainly of new skin. According to dermatologists, baby skin 
is what fresh, new skin looks like—no ЏУАЛЈУВ damage, 
no wrinkling or brown spots from the sun. Children, especially 
babies, have noiably soft skin with clear, unblemished 
complexions, Skin experts claim that the layer of waxy vernix, 
which coats their skin in the womb, also contributes to the 
softness, as well as the rich amounts of collagen in their skin. 

‘Numerous factors continually affect the skin as it matures, 
ranging from external ones (such as sun exposure and 
pollutants) to the natural aging process. Over time, as the 
skin is exposed to various elements, it may acquire blemishes. 
Dark spots, acne scars and other forms of pigmentation are 
examples of some imperfections the skin may experience as 

„a result of aging 


Remove Blemishes And Dark Spots: 


Look Younger With Clear, Even Skin 


In order to recapture the youthful look of a clear, 
unblemished and even complexion, Facial Care Centre offers 
technologically advanced treatments that can now effortlessly 
remove unwanted blemishes, dark spots and other skin 
imperfections that make the skin look older. 

The Diamond Peel is a non-invasive treatment that uses 
a diamond dust-coated wand to exfoliate the skin. The 
combined polishing action of the diamond chips and the 
cleaning action of a vacuum gently removes dead cells in the 
topmost layer of the skin. The Diamond Peel can help remove 
fine lines around the eyes, forehead, comers of the lips and 
other areas of the face, as well as acne scars, age spots, 
hyperpigmentation, marks caused by sun damage and other 
imperfections. 

In order to lighten dark, dull skin, there is 
FluorOxygen+C, a whitening breakthrough that makes use 
of the potent powers of Vitamin C to reverse the darkening 
of the skin without leaving yellowish or greenish undertones. 
Itcan treat dull, lackluster skin, photoaging and other dark 
spots and discolorations. FluorOxygen*C also contains 
Vitamins A, C and E which regulate the skin's natural pH 
level, prevent irritations, dryness and over-sensitive reactions. 

То completely even out the skin complexion, the 
Collagen Whitening Mask is a highly recommended solution. 
It utilizes the benefits of Kojic acid, which is known for its 
whitening effect. The Collagen Whitening Mask effectively 
evens out the skin. It also inhibits the formation of melanin, 
as well as reduces existing melanin in the skin. The collagen 
in the mask deeply moisturizes the skin to visibly reduce 
lines and wrinkles, making the skin firm but still dewy, not 
dull and dry. 

The look and feel of young, flawless skin can still 
be achieved. Call Facial Care today at 892-SKIN (7546), 
Cebu - 2337631 and Pampanga - 9613404 for your free 
consultation. 
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NGOs seek House probe of Aussie exploration project 


seeking a House in- 
quiry into an Aus- 
tralian firm's explo- 
ration project in ап 


upland town in 
Nueva Vizcaya that 
has sparked vio- 
lence between the 


By T] Burgonio 
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Does your communication 
style make or break 
relationships at work? 


INTERPERSONAL 
| COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
i 


September 25 - 27, 2007 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 


When people fail to make themselves clear, they run the risk 
of missing opportunities and creating conflict. Develop 
personal and professional relationships with communication, 
Be an involved listener, understand what others are saying. 
‘and choose the right words. Master non-verbal 
communication, know how to adjust your communication 
style and work on your specific problem areas. With 
interpersonal Communication Skils, you wil: 
+ Learn ће relationship between communication and 
human relations 
+ Know the importance of self-disclosure in forming relationships 
ond assess your wilingness to disciose the self 
• Interpret communication signals and behavior pattems more 
accurately 
+ Explain and demonstrate the steps in istering with empathy 
® Practice how to ask the right questions, eicit desked responses, 
clarify. respond appropriately and confirm agreements 
• Respond to emotional conversations with composure and 
develop skils in managing feelings in such situations 
+ Identify your own communication style and recognize the 
rewards and risks of using such style with others 
• Demonstrate ways of adapting your own style to make 
your relotionships productive. 
+ Develop a pian on how fo continue using the зз you 
have leaned 
Understand others. and make yourself understood. 
This program В for managers, supervisors, receptionists, staff members, 
help desk personnel, call center employees, and those who Inferact 
with different types of people. This program wii сво benefit 
expatriates, directors, vice-presidents, general managers, country 
| managers, and company presidents. 


firm's workers and 
the town's indige- 
nous people. 
Defénd Patrimo- 
ny said it found out 


The group was on a 
fact-finding mission 


the lack of free and 
prior informed con- 
sent from the com- 
munities about the 
project. 


to Kasibu town in the 
aftermath of Wednes- 
day's dispersal of rib- 
al folks by paramili- 
tary forces employed 


that the Oxiana byOxana. "Overwhelming- 
Philippines Inc. pro- Defend Patrimony ly there is a glaring 
ject lacked “in- said it would ask lack of consent from 
formed consent” Bayan Muna party-list majority of the com- 
from the majority of Rep. Teodoro Casio munities to be af. 
communities. and Nueva Vizcaya fected by mining,” 


Rep. Carlos Padilla to 
open an inquiry into 


said the groups 
spokesperson. 


BUMILI 


МС Р 1,512 NA GROCERIES 


MELCHOR T. MOLINA 
Dasmarinas, Cavite 
August 17 Winner 


NANALO 
P1,000,000! 


May powers yang resibo mo! 
I-text lang ang detalye ng resibo at pwede kang manalo ng 
ISANG MILYONG PISO, linggo-linggo pa kung super-swerte ka. 


Text na! 


Lingge-Lingge Bagong Milyonaryo. 


"Text Nal 


WINNING ENTRY 


AUG 3 
DRAW 


Siguraduhing kunin ang 
Tésbo sa kahit anong 
transaksyon. 


Gamit ang celphone, Itext ang 
sumusunod: PSR<space>TIN 
ng resiboct» O.R. nomber<"> 

ваба ng resibo. Wag isama ang 
зелйтта. HALIMBAWA: PSR 
‘008003071035°49724°100 


bavar. 


Can customer 
relationship increase 
your brand value? 


CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP 
MARKETING 


September 25 - 27, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hote! 


Customer Relationship Marketing is not just some 
promotional gimmick involving loyalty schemes and 
direct selling. it is а vital component in your strategic 
plan that forges a strong relationship with the clients 
who matter most. Learn how 10 segment your 
market and create relationship valve. Organize your 
customer database 10 map out immediate initiatives 
спа build brand value. With Customer Relationship 
Marketing, you will: 


* Think of creative ways to provide outstanding 
customer experience 

* Hone the skills needed to build more loyal 
customers 

• Align your marketing efforts by focusing only 
on more profitable customers 

* Increase the asset value of your company 

• Create relationship marketing programs to 
build a lifetime image for your 
brand/company 


Show your customers how you appreciate them. 


This program is designed for CEO's and CFO's, Sales 
Supervisors ond Managers, Marketing Managers, 
Brand and Product Managers, Category Managers, 
Entrepreneurs, Marketing and Brand Consultants, 
апа Customer Service Managers who want fo 
increase their brand value. 


|, fo customiz а. 


more people. 


ex sa 9777 para sa single raffe 
entry (minimum па resibo ay 
Р100) 5: sa 9778 para sa multiple. 
табе entries (P350 pataas). PISO 
пу. Makakakuha ka ng 
acknowledgment text Message. 


program for 10 or 


Clemente Bautista. 

This came about, 
he said, because of 
the loopholes in the 
mining law, where 
foreign companies 
or their subsidiaries 
could secure explo- 
ration permits with- 
out consent from lo- 
cal government 
units or majority of 
the people. 


The Inguner tried 
but failed to get a 
comment from Envi- 
ronment — Secretary 
Joselito Atienza, who 
мас scheduled to 
meet with Oxiana ex- 
ecutives on Friday. 
Scores of people 
were hurt оп 
Wednesday after 
militiamen in plain- 
clothes dragged 


away tribal folks 
who had barricaded 
а mountain road in 
Barangay Pacquet to 
stop Oxiana work- 
ers from hauling a 
bulldozer into the 
exploration site. 

Members of the 
Bugkalot, Kalanguya, 
Taloi and Ifugao 
tribes had been man- 
ning the barricade 
since July 12 to stop 
the transport of heavy 
equipment to the site. 

On President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's 
instructions and Bish- 
ор Ramon Vilenas 
request, Atienza on 
Thursday ordered 
Oxiana to stop trans- 
porting equipment to 
the site to avoid fresh 
violence. 

Despite Atienza's 
order, the Defend Pat- 
їшопу urged the 
people to remain vigi- 
lant about any "diver- 
sionary tactics" by the 
government. 

“t is unlikely that 
the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, which is so 
bent on selling off the 
rest of the country to 
foreign mining in 
vestors, will fully sup- 
por the pullout of 
Oxiana from Казђи 
in the long run,” said 
Bautista of Defend 
Patrimony 

The exploration 
permit of Oxiana in 
Barangays Раю, 
Kakidugen, Paquet, 
Dine and Katarawan 
was recently ex- 
tended by the Mines 
and Geosciences 
Bureau up to June 
2009 despite oppo- 
sition from the com- 
munities, it said. 

Irwamed that peo- 
ple stood to lose more 
from the explorations 
by Oxiana and other 
mining firms in the 
province, 

The large-scale 
projects could deci- 
mate Nueva Viz- 
coya's thriving citrus 
industry, adversely 
pollute three major 
rivers supplying wa 
ter into Cagayan Val- 
ley, and displace 
thousands of indige- 
nous peoples from 
their ancestral do- 
mains, it said. 
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SALES PRESENTATION SKILLS 


September 25 - 27, 2007 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 


If is assumed that you know all about whatever if is 
you're trying to зей; but it is what you know about 
your prospect that will set you apart. Learn the most 
effective means of persuasion and execute them 
confidently. Tailor your presentations to suit your 
prospects and design them for maximum 
convincing power. Handle questions effectively and 
make sure you answer them credibly. With Sales 
Presentation Skill, you will: 
+ Deal with the anxiety during presentations 
• Uncover myths about persuasion that hinder 
the ability to successfully persuade an audience 
• Identify sources of audeince resistance and find 
ways fo overcome them 
» Conquer credibility issues 
* Identify seven different audience types 
• Sirategize your presentations according to the 
different audience types 
• Formulate the ideal present 
to convince any prospect 
* Use the body language, voice and words that 
will catch and sustain the prospect's attention 
*« Encourage and deal with questions 


ın outline designed 


Close that deal now. 


This program is designed for Sales People who want 
to improve their sales presentation skills. 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-jensen.com 


7/F Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 
Legaspi Vill. Makati City 
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SEN. MANUEL “MAR” ROXAS П 
is questioning the Arroyo ad- 
ministration’s undue haste in 
forging a $1.8-billion loan deal 
with China for several big-ticket 
projects, including the contro- 
versial $329-million broadband 
deal with ZTE Corp. of China. 
"Contrary to the position of 
the Department of Finance, it is 


highly unusual for the govern- 
ment to enter into a blanket 
Joan with China Export-Import 
Bank without defining what 
this loan is for,” said Roxas in a 
statement. 

“In our history, the government 
has been littered with rushed and 
secret contracts that have only ге- 
sulted in disputes and abuse. Now 


China 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Roxas questions ‘undue haste’ in China loan 


we are signing a P90 billion loan 
agreement for a project whose 
contract we have yet to see and 
which obviously was the result of 
political lobbying rather than 
public interest," he said. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves signed a $400-million 
credit line with executives of 
Export-Import 


See There 
When You Can't Be There. 


Secure home and office anytime, anywhere. P 
Panasonic IP survellanca camera uiizes the power of internet lo let you 

monitor places without physically being there. It lets you view crisp and 
lear Images via PC from a distance. You can also control the position of 
the camera and zoom on detis remotely You can even record wih or 
Without PC. Wih these, you сап be confident "being here and watching 
теге cutting down on travel time and expense and enjoying а huge boost “тт 
In work efficiency. 
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the minds of the people. The ex- 
ecutive branch is imposing on 
the people another dollar-de- 
nominated loan without ex- 
plaining to them what this loan 
is for,” Roxas said. 

“Worse, we may start paying 
this loan without even seeing the 
ZTE contract itself. 1 urge the 
DOF to dump the ZTE contract 
and seriously consider not taking 
theloan.” Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


which pushed the country's Chi- 
nese credit line to $1.8 billion. 

The new credit facility is like- 
ly to be used to bankroll ZTE's 
contract to establish a broad- 
band network for the govern- 
ment. The project was initially 
pushed as a build, operate and 
transfer project at no cost to the 
government. 

Roxas had questioned noton- 
ly the governments lack of 


transparency in drafting the 
ZTE contract but also its “good 
judgment” in pursuing a project 
which has very little impact on 
the more pressing demands of 
the public for more jobs and 
higher wages. 

No public bidding was con- 
ducted for the broadband pro- 
ject and the original contract 
‘was reportedly lost in China. 

“It is not a priority project in 


Bank 


[Maynilad bridges supply gap in Cavite 


MAYNILAD Water has completed the 
interconnection of the Binakayan 600-mm 
bridge pipe crossing, which linked 
Maynilad’s supply line from Bacoor, Cavite 
to the Kawit side of Binakayan River. 
With the project's completion, 18 
barangays in Kawitand one barangay in 
Imus have been provided with increased 
water supply from 3.2 million liters per day 
(mid.) to 4.87 mid., and water pressure 
from 0-1 psi. to 6-7 psi. 

“Finally, we can bring more water to areas of Cavite under our coverage, and eventually reach still 
unserved areas in the region. Expect to have further developments in Cavite’s water supply, as more 
engineering initiatives like this bridge pipe crossing are done, and as the new management of Maynilad 
steps up its efforts to improve water service in the South,” Maynilad president Rogelio Singson s 

Kawit, Imus and nearby areas in Cavite used to have only one primary source of water, the Noveleta 
reservoir, which collects groundwater from deepwells like ће Malamok and Balsahan deepwells. 

“Through the bridge pipe, we are able to supplement with surface water the groundwater supply of 
Камі and neighboring municipalities,” Maynilad AVP for Construction Sisenando Lampa explained. 

Resting on a pier on both ends and supported 
by four columns of reinforced conerete, the 600- 
mm Binakayan service pipe weighs 15 tons, spans 
Fj 77 meters long across Binakayan River. and runs 
„Î parallel о Binakayan Bridge along Tirona Highway 
P d in Cavite. 

This bridge pipe will also serve as the main 
supply vein for Maynilad's further expansion efforts 
j| in Cavite forthe next few years, as the water firm 
earmarked P1.5 billion from its nine-year Capital 
Investment Plan (CIP) costing P33 billion to lay 


188 km. of new pipes in the region 


SLIMMERS AW О R L D / 


d 


сосед] 
WINNER). 


AUN 
UNDERÍMEDICAL 
SUPERVISION 


бууч 


FITNESS 
HOTLIN 


(75466377) 
"Ww.slimmersworld.corn.ph inquire@slimmersworld.com 


© WART REMOVAL 7 
© LASER ACNE TREATMENT 


BEST PRICE 


= 
IN THE PHILIPPINES! 


(ORIGINES S, SKIN, BODY AND FACE 


CALOOCAN CEBU GREENHILLS 


Jive Я Беопог 
3657653 231 3254 7266505/7261526 


09158804668 09158797217 0917 8261204 


May Gemma 1 
5350519/5259891 8090395/7750587 2421312/2420728 
0921 4669425 0918 3912510 0917 8224399 


H.VDELA COSTA LEGASPI VIL. МЕСАМАШ PASAY ROAD PASIG SUBIC 


Emiy loni Ruby Mom bbe Michele Beth 
8140138/8140151 8938935  6313860/6377543 8871335/8873530 6815333/6473816 9295429/9264215 2526514 
09282107247 0928 9719938 


09162479753 09155893088 09284763108- 0905 2690717 0928 6712299 


ATS 


of two civil engi- 
neers in the public 
works department 


dito Torrevilas, 
questioned 


Fernan Jr. and Expe- 
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conviction in six and ployees of the then 


By Leila B. for their role in a istent road projects. 

Salaverria multimillion-peso nine cases, respec- The 1977 scam, Ministry of Pubic 
highway scam in- tively [ог estafa involving an “inge- Highways and sup- 

THE SUPREME volving ghost pro- through falsification nious scheme” at pliers of construc- 

Court has upheld jects in Cebu. of publicdocuments the Сери First High- Чоп materials. 

the Sandigan- It dismissed the and for signing fake way Engineering "This infamous 

bayan's conviction petition of Simon delivery documents District, gave rise to P86-million high- 


that led to the di 
bursement of publ 
funds for the nonex- 


way scam has few 
parallels in the an- 
nals of crime in the 


119 criminal cases 
involving 36 former 
officials and em- 
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lease of public funds 
for non-existent 
road works. The 
trail was covered ир 
with the connivance 
of other officials. 
The Supreme 
Court found no merit 
in the two engineers’ 
“feeble” contention 


country,” the high 
court said in its Aug. 
24 decision. 

The scam in- 
volved the issuance 
of fake Letters of 
Advice of Allot- 
ments, vouchers 
and other docu- 
ments for the ге- 
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SC upholds conviction of 2 eng’rs in ghost projects 


Fernan and Torre- 
vilas signed the tally 
sheets of the deliv- 
ery of materials con- 
taining false facts, it 
said. "These tally 
sheets were at- 
tached as support- 
ing documents to 
fake LAAs and sub- 
sequently became 
the bases for the dis- 
bursement of public 
funds to the damage 
of and prejudice of 
the government. In- 
dubitably, there ex- 
ists not even an iota 
of doubt as to peti- 
toner? guilt” it 
said. 

Italso cited the tes- 
timonies of barangay 
officials who said 
there were no major 
repair works on the 
highways where the 


that they were un- 
aware of the plan of 
their co-acci sed, led 
by Chief Accountant 
Rolando Mangubat 
of the then Ministry 
of Public Highways 
їп Central Visayas, to 
defraud the govern- 
ment. 
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JUST LISTEN. 


From a meeting room to а large conference room, Infocus Work Big 
multi-media projectors magnify small Ideas into bigger ideas. 
Messages come across, audiences are persuaded and the 
presentation is welldelivered. Infocus gives you the brightest, 
‘Sharpest images, richest colors and all the power you need to 
enhance and Ilustrate your Ideas. 
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SC affirms circular on LPG dealers’ sanctions 


prescribing sanctions found по merit in the Drink Virgin Coconut Oil ! 


on unscrupulous group's argument that 
dealers of liquefied new acts punished un- 
petroleum gas (LPG). der the circular were 
еы a te Soft Gelatin Capsule 
specific acts and | Available at Mercury Drug and 
omissions cited in the | Leading Drugstores ‘Nationwide 
чой are within Нобе: (12) TT cr 0918531580 
[ прво samen. | А Quality Product of Terramedic, Inc 


teration, 


адио е ITYLAN M Your investment at its best! 


also argued that the 
penalties were confis- 
catory and violated 
the Bill of Rights. 
The circular im- 
poses fines and oth- 
er penalties for LPG 
marketers, refillers 
ог dealers who: 
Do not havea | 
price display board 
or weighing scale. | 
Sell LPGs with [2 = m. IE 912, 280 сазһ 
incorrect — weight P 8, 667Imo. _ 
markings, without [А I 
appropriate LPG | 
seals, trade name ог 
serial numbers. 
Hoard, tamper 
with or refill LPG 
cylinders without 
authorization. 
ө Sell underfilled 
LPG cylinders and 
do not pay fines or 
cooperate with au- & 
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Text WAGI to 2007 


Pris one-time charge to download the featured picture message of the minute. 
зо entries for every unique download. Each entry qualifies for the weekly and grand raffie draws. Not a subscription. 
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Celebrity X Cruises 


TN Greek Isles Cruise 
(Venice RT) 
RCI's “Splendour of the Seas” 
Sail Date: 20 October 2007 
Prices Staring From: CRUSE ONLY rorcmuse СЫ 
Interior Stateroom $ 744 $ 1,644 
Ocean View Staleroom $ 1,007 $ 1,907 
Verandah Stateroom $ 1,290 $ 2,190 
rd & 4th Guest $ 240 $ 1,140 
Port Charges. 5 194 
ТМ Mediterranean Cruise 
(Barcelona RT) 
RCI's "Voyager of the Seas” 
Sail Date: 20 October 2007 
Prices Starting From: сиве ou rorresume йм 
Interior Stateroom $ 800 $ 1,700 
Ocean View Stateroom $ 1,090 $ 1,900 
Sd&4hGus $ 340 $ 1,240 
Port Charges $ 23050 
43N Italy & Croatia Cruise 
(Rome RT) 
RCI's "Legend of the Seas" 
а Date: 24 October 2007 
Prices Starting From: 
Interior Stateroom $ 880 
|| Ocean View Stateroom $ 1,370 
|| Verandah Stateroom $ 1,410 
ШҮ 5 мо 
Port Charges: $ 342 
10N Western Mediterranean Cruise 
(Barcelona RT) 
Celebrity's “Century” 
Sail Date: 12 October 2007 
Prices Starting From: 
Interior Stateroom $ 970 
Ocean View Stateroom $ 1,390 
Й Verandah Stateroom $ 1,640 
316 & 4h Guest 5 240 
Port Charges $ 


$ 1,870 
$ 2,290 
$ 2,540 
$ 1410 


AN Pacific Northwest 
(Seattle RT) 
Celebrity's ^ 
Sall Date: 01 October 2007 
| Prcossing Fron: seo пл слови 
1чебог Stateroom $ 230 $ 1,780 
|| Ocean View Sizlowom GTY 5 260 $ 1,810 
|| Verandah Sitcom $ 280 $ 1,830 
5d & Ath Guest 5 50 $ 1,600 
Pot Charges $ 150 


AUSTRALIA а NEW ZEALAND... 


44N Pacific Australia & New Zealand Cruise 
(Sydney RT) 
RCI's "Rhapsody of the Seas: 
‘Sail Date: 27 October 2007 
Prices Starting From: cmustomy ruv! cruse St 
Interior Stateroom $ 1,950 $ 2,565 
Ocean View Stateroom 5 
3rd & 4th Guest 
{| Port charges 


CANADA: & NEW ENGLAND. 


13N Canada & New England Cruise 
(New York RT) 
Celebrity's " Constellation" 
Sail Date: 23 October 2007 
Prices Starting From: cruseomy Fuvienuse ES 
Anterior Stateroom $ 1,190 $ 2,140 
|| Ocean View Stateroom $ 1,600 $ 2,550 
31d & 4h Guest 5 
Port Charges 


ТМ Eastern Carribbean Cruise 
(Mami RT) 
RCI's "Liberty of the Seas" 
World's Largest & Newest! 
Sail Date: 29 September 2007 — ,, 
Prices Starting From: curse oY пугстизе X 
Interior Stateroom $ 630 $ 1,580 
Ocean View Stateroom $ 650 $ 1,600 
3rd & 4h Guest 5 240 $ 1,190 
| Port Charges 5 204 


4N Isles of Southeast Asia Cruise 
(Singapore RT) 
"s "Rhapsody of the Seas" 
7 December 2007 
5 459 $ 779 
5 509 $ 919 
5 114.50 


Royal Caribbe: 

Sail Dat 
Prices Starting From: 
Interior Stateroom 
Ocean Viow Stateroom 
Pont Charges 


5N Spice of Southeast Asia Cruise 
(Singapore RT) 

Royal Caribbear 
Sail Dato: 

Prices Starting From: CRUSE ONLY FLY CAUSE PAL 

Interior Stateroom $ 619 $ 939 

Ocean View Sialeroom $ 779 $ 1,099 

Port Charges 5 136 


“Av ена and cotin mtb өт зоре to change 


Royal Caribbean International is 
coming to Asia on Dec. 10, 2007 
Choice of exci cruses rom 
SINGAPORE, HONG KONG & SHANGHAI 


For bookings and Inquiries 


bu a Nos 1032 25500 tod 


e-mali-fócebuGyahoo com. 
Experience your own virtual cruise adventure at 
унн royalearopean com or visit www celebrity com 


*Panatag 


sa Smokey Mountain, 


*Salamat sa Desisyon ng 


orte Suprem 


By Ruby Ann Kagaoan — Calo 


(Оа residents ог Smokey 
Mountain still remember when 
their community used to be called 
Barrio Mandaragat (Fishermen's 
Community). Ив residents could 
catch fish using small boats called 
banca along the nearby river of 
Navotas. Its other name was Quon- 
set, because it still had the Quonset 
huts left by the Americans after 
Worid-War I. 


In the early 805, Metro Manila garbage 
started being dumped onto the shore- 
lines of Manila Bay. Then the river of 
Navotas also became polluted. Eventu- 
ally, it began to take motor boats plying 
farther away from this Tondo commu- 
nity for fish to be caught, and the 
residents of Barrio Mandaragat had to 
resort to scavenging to survive. 


Angelito Fereras, 43, father of 8 
children, sold his boat in the 90's 
because there was nothing anymore 
to fish where he used to catch fish and 
shrimps. His father and his grandfa- 
ther had lived in this Tondo area since 
the liberation from the Japanese 
occupation, and he grew up seeing 
the river as a source of food and 
livelihood. 


їп 1983, when the area was already 
turned into a dumpsite, the govem- 
ment demolished the squatter 
homes and relocated its residents to 
Bulihan, Silang, Cavite. However, 
all that was there waiting in Bulihan 
for the former dumpsite residents 
was a comfort room cubicle. There 
маз no livelihood and so many of 
them eventually retumed to 
Smokey Mountain, where they 
could generate income бот 
scavenging. 


In the years leading to 1986, the 
worlds media put its focus on 
Smokey Mountain. First-World 
ations found unbelievable а 
‘community of people living amidst, 
and making a living out of, the moun- 
tain range-like  methane-emitting 
mounds of garbage. That community 
became to the world а symbol of 
Philippine poverty. 


"Feeling Rich" 


Life got better for the Smokey 
Mountain shanty-dwellers when 
they were granted humane concrete. 
housing under the Smokey Moun- 
tain Reclamation and Develop- 
ment Project (SMRDP), a joint 
project of the National Housing 
‘Authority (NHA) and RI 
Builders, Inc.. 


The men of Smokey Mountain 


used to Не on the GJ. sheets of 
their shanty roofs to keep typhoon 


Heights." 


-May Cabales 


winds from blowing off their 
makeshi dwelling. Worms as 
large as their fingers crawled out 
amidst the rising waters brought 
by rains. Now the Smokcy Moun- 
tain families enjoy toilets, show- 
ers, and bedroom lofts and have. 
concrete buildings to live in. They 
are no longer bothered by strong 
rains or floods or worms. 


Since transferring to the housing 
units, the Smokey Mountain 
residents have reclassified their 


ET em па 
{ Ё Sis trabahong 
mapapasukan" 


~Alicia Bongalos 


status. "Feeling mayaman na kami 
dito. Imagine mo may comfort 
room at shower na kami. (We feel 
rich here. Now we have comfort 
rooms and showers)," says Nenita 
‘Santiago, 46, mother of 5. And so 
they have renamed ег 
community “Paradise Heights 
Condominiums." 


Employment for Smokey 
Mountain Residents 


Today, most male residents of 
Smokey Mountain are still 
making their livelihood from 
scavenging in other dumpsites, 
while the other men are drivers of 
sidecars and jeepneys. Most 
female residenis do not have 
work except to take care of their 
children, while the other 
women do part-time vending. 


Some Smokey Mountzin residents, 
however, have been hired by 
locators of the adjacent Manila 
Harbour Center, which was set up 
on the reclaimed land that was part 
of the SMRDP. 


William Morallos, 53, father of 5, 
and grandfather of 3, found 
employment as a utility man with 
the sister company of R-II Builders. 
Before his employment, he was 
skinny, but now he is a picture of 
health and contentment. He used to 
resort to loan sharks to capitalize 
his fish vending enterprise, but now 
he is assured of regular salary. 


Nenita affirms that most men in 
their community really hope to 
land jobs with locators at the 
site, which, she adds, is not only 
near them but also provides 
stable employment. She deplores, 
however, the fact that when 
detractors of the project, 
including former Solicitor 
General Francisco Chavez, 
started filing cases against the 
project, the business locators 
stopped coming. 


а. 


Dies 


f" Mas mabilis na 
ang daloy ng tulong 
sa mahihirap." 


Supreme Court 
and Faith in the Future 


The August 15 Supreme Court 
decision gave them increased 
confidence in the future. Penned 
by Justice Presbitero J. Velasco 
Jr, the Supreme. Court, decision 
upheld the validity of the Smokey 
Mountain project? which was 
given full support by two 
Philippine presidents, former 
President Cory Aquino end 
former President Fidel Ramos. 


Nenita expresses, "Malaki talaga 
ang pasasalamat namin sa 
Supreme Court. Panatag na kami 
sa katayuan namin ngayon (We 
express our profound thanks to the 
Supreme Court. Now we feel 
secure about our state). 


"Sana hayaan na lang kaming 
mamuhay nang tahimik at yung 
mga naninira, isaalang-alang din 
kaming mga wala (We wish that we. 
would be allowed to live in peace 
and that those who want to bring 
the project down would be consid- 
erate towards us who have none)," 
she adds, 


"Natatakot kami, dahil kapag 
na-void ni Chavez ang Smokey 
Mountain development, balik kami 
sa bundok (We were afraid, 
because if Chavez managed to void 
the Smokey Mountain develop- 
ment, we would be back to the 
mountains)," says Nenita, who is a 
convener of the Smokey Mountain 
Alliance of Concerned 
Beneficiaries. 


What the Smokey Mountain 
residents need now is not more 
opposition but better livelihood 
opportunities 


"Umaraw, bumagyo, Битаһа, 
wala kaming problema dito. 
Bayaran na lang ang problema 
namin (Come sunshine, or storm, 
ог flood, we have no problem here. 
Our only worry is how to pay for 
our unis)" quips Amelia 
Crisostomo, 54, widow, mother of 
6, grandmother of 12, and site 
resident since 1964. 


Mountains of Dreams 
and Hopes 


Leonora Casanova, 41, mother of 
7, and six-months pregnant with 
her 8th child, counts on the sidecar 
driving of her husband and her two 
eldest sons for their family's 
sustenance. “Pangarap ko 
makapagtrabaho ang mga anak ko 
(1 wish that my children could find 


work)," Leonora sighs. For them, 
"work" means permanent, salaried 
work, 


A139 and still girlish-looking, May 
Cabale is already going to be a 
grandmother this усап Нег 
husband, an air-con repairman, is 
now doing casual work as a driver. 
Her eldest is now 22 and is 
following his father's footsteps as 
an air-con repairman. Her dream is 
simple. “Pangarap kong makata- 
роз kami ng pagbayad (Î hope that 
"we can finish our amortization), 
says May. 


Alicia Bongalos, 50, mother of 
6, and grandmother of 3. lived 
Tight on the top center of the 
mound of-garbage that "grew" 
as Smokey Mountain's facade. 
"Dati uod, bangaw at langaw sa 
pagkain ang lagi naming kasama 
(Before, we always had worms, 
and giant flies and flies always 
hovered over our food)" Alicia 
recalls. 


Three of Alicia's children 
reached second-year college and 
one is a first-year college scholar 
of Smokey Mountain's beloved 
parish priest, Fr. Ben Beltran, 
SVD, who has been working 
among the residents of Smokey 
Mountain since 1978, a decade 
before Smokey Mountain became 
a parish. 


Unleashed Opportunities 


Father Ben, these days, has 
become a busier man. The 
Supreme Court decision, to him, 
has unleashed opportunities for 
Smokey Mountain. "More doors 
for help have opened. Ang 
daming tulong na dumadaloy 
(More help is flowing in),” he 
states, as he pitches his parish 
website address wwmpresmokey- 
mtorg which provides an update 
of the church-initiated assistance 
projects. 


"We are building here the 
world's first green church - the 
Church of Hope." Being built 
out of recycled materials and to 
be provided with environment- 
friendly features, the Church of 
Hope edifice will also house 
high-tech enterprises that will 
make a "Silicon Mountain” or a 
digitized community out ој 
Smokey Mountain. 


Father Ben sees the world yf 
judging this Filipino community 
by the fruits that it bears. "Our 
youths are trooping to the 
Marikina watershed to plant 
trees on behalf of donors. Our 
community is rising as a world 
symbol for caring for our 
planet," Father Ben concludes. 


" Makikita pa lalo ang 
magandang bunga ng 
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eng'rs 


PHILIPPINE DAILY IN! 


War zones 'quiet 


fielded 10 Basilan, Sulu 


THE PHILIPPINE AIR 

Force will send its en- 

gineering unit to By julie, Alipala 
eo mis wak rms М 
to undertake infras- 

tructure projects іп ZAMBOANGA CITY—IT'S ALL QUIET ON 
the conflictaffected the battlefront. 

communities of Jolo Despite the thousands of government 
and Basilan, where troops already there, the battle zones in the 
the military is bat- Basilan and Sulu have been quiet for a 
ing the Abu Sayyaf. week now. 

Air Force chief Lt. In Basilan, Mayors Joel Maturan of Un- 
Gen. Horacio Tolenti- kaya Pukan and Jakilan Karam of Albarka 
no said the 355th Avi- town told the Inquirer that it had been qui- 
ation Engineering et since the last reported fight on Aug. 26. 
Wing with 60 men Military operations are concentrated in 
would bring tools and the towns of Unkaya Pukan, Albarka, Sum- 
heavy equipment to isip and Tipo-tipo Central. 
upgrade roads near _ A total of nine battalions have been de- 
the combat zone. ployed to Basilan. 


“This is part ofthe Sulu is also unusually quiet. 
humanitarian offen- 


sive that the govem- Eight battalions 
ment wants to pursue А total of eight battalions ог at least 
in Mindanao. Our 4,000 soldiers are deployed in the province, 
‘combat engineers will according to AFP spokesperson Lt. Col. Bar- 
go to Jolo and Basilan tolome Bacarro. 
to pave roads therein АЕР Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
Order to spur eco- peron Jr. last week ordered soldiers de- 
nomic development,” ployed in Basilan and Sulu to “defeat and 
Tolentino said. destroy the Abu Sayyaf Group and lawless 
He said the engi- elements as soon as possible.” 
neering unit, including Aside from the seven battalions of 
bulldozers," payload- Marines, Army, special operation and mili- 
ers, and dump and tia forces, Esperon announced on Wednes- 
cargo trucks, would be day the deployment of two Engineering 
shipped to the area by Battalions from the Philippine Army and 
a tanker of the Philip- Philippine Air Force, ог a total of nine bat- 
pine Navy. The team is talions in Basilan alone. 
tentatively set to sail — Basilan’s Task Force Thunder, under Brig. 
for Wednesday Gen. Juancho Sabban, is hunting around 
"Wehopetoreduce 80 Abu Sayyaf fighters, including Puruji In- 
violence there by dama and Nurrudin Muddalang alias Ku- 
showing the commu- mander Nod, who were earlier reported to 
nity that the govem- have been killed in a clash with govern- 
ment is really serious ment soldiers. 
in its goal of uplifting 3 1 
their Ives Wewantto Intelligence-driven 
provide them withthe In Sulu, Task Force Comet chief Maj. 
basic necessities, and Gen. Reuben Rafael said their operation 
roads are one of was more “intelligence-driven. 
those," said Tolentino. “Gathering more information on the 
Тита Quismundo ground and at the same time intensifying 


THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Monday, September 3, 2007 
22nd Week in Ordinary Time 
Gregory the Great 
1st Reading: 1Thes4:13-18 
Gospel: Luke 4:16-30 

"When Jesus came to Nazareth where he had been brought up, he en- 
tered the synagogue on the Sabbath as he usually did. He stood up to read 
and they handed him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Jesus then unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is writen: 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and new sight to the bind; to free 
the oppressed and announce the Lord's year of mercy.” 

Jesus then rolled up the scroll gave it to the attendant and sat down, 
while the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he said to 
them, “Today these prophetic words come true even as you listen.” 

All agreed with him and were lost in wonder, while he kept on speaking 
of the grace of God. Nevertheless they asked, “Who is this but Joseph's 
son?” So he said, “Doubtless you will quote me the saying: Doctor, heal 
‘yourself Do here in your town what they say you did in Capernaum.” 

Jesus added, "No prophet is honored in his own country Truly, 1 say to you, 
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens with- 
held rain for three years and six months and а great famine came over the 
whole land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to а widow of Zarephath, 
in the county of Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of Ei- 
isha, the prophet, and no one was healed except Naaman, the Syrian.” 

Оп hearing these words, the whole assembly became indignant. They 
rose up and brought him ош of the town, to the edge of the hill on which 
Nazareth is built intending to throw him down ће cliff. But he passed 
through their midst and went his way. 

Commentary 

We are reminded of our belief about death and resurrection. We live in hope 
and die in hope. We live resurrection life from the moment of our baptisms, 
practicing И in our lives, and in death we are entrusted to the Lord of Life. 

The Church thinks that Jesus will соте back soon and they speak of it as if 
they know what is going to happen, using language that В typical of literature 
about the end times. We are to console one another not with the end of the 
world/time but with the life that is ours now in ever greater depth and power 
We leave the worid’s end to God's hands, We are to be concerned with now—to- 
day. We are to do the five things that are God's work in the world, and make 
Gods words in Isaiah and in Jesus come true in our lives and worlds. Today this 
Scripture passage comes true, when we hear it, believe it, obey it, and stake our 
lives on it. This is life and we are called to make this life available for all Do we 
‘ever preach well enough with our lives that we are rejected even? 


our civil military operations,” Rafael said. 

Rafael said government troops in Sulu 
are pursuing about 200 Abu Sayyaf ban- 
dits, including Indonesian terrorists Umar 
Patek and Dulmatin. 

Maj. Gen. Nelson Allaga, Western Min- 
danao Command chief, said the deploy- 
ment of more troops in the two provinces 
would enable them to dictate the course of 
combat operation and “impose our will 
against the terrorists.” 

The military is also constructing roads, 
building and repairing schools, bridges, 
tapping potable water and other infrastruc- 
ture projects in Sulu and Basilan. 
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“APPLY TODAY 
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Bahrain targets absconding foreign workers 


MANAMA—BAHRAINS. 
labor watchdog in- 
vited employers on 
Saturday to hand 

‚ over the passports 

‘fof absconding for- 
eign workers in the 
¿Gulf state which 
hosts many Asian 


workers. 

The embassies of 
India, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and the 
Philippines as well 
as three Arab 
states—Egypt, Jor- 
dan and 
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ceived by AFR did 
not give an estimate 
of absconding work- 
ers. It said employ- 
ers would not be 


the passports of 
their respective na- 
tionals from the em- 
ployers throughout 
September, the La- 


bor Market Authori- fined ог otherwise 

ty said in a state- penalized if they 

mént. handed over the 
‘Thestatement, re- passports. 
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The labor watch- 
dog was created by 


the government two which does not 


concern in Bahrain, 
the only Gulf state 
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Environmental audit 


ех- 


years ago to pro- port crude ой and By Vincent Cabreza 

mote the employ- whose economy re- Jnquirer Northern Luzon 

ment of Bahrainis lies heavily on bank- 

and make them ing and other ser- -BAGUIO CITY—ADMINISTRA- 
more competitive vices. tion Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri, 
than foreign work- боте250,000ех- styling himself as the countrys Al 
ers by imposing patriates, mostly Gore, said he would push for an 
more taxes on the from Asia, work in audit of the countrys intemational 


recruitment and em- 


has long been a key 707,000. 


Philippine" Hotel 


o eserv tións 


ay Bagulo + Мадан + Cabu + Dav 


V Paama 
lod + olo + Chek» Tagaytay. 
in S.Korea Tuan, Thain | 


Bahrain, making up 


ployment of foreign- roughly а third of 
ers. the Gulf state's pop- 
‘Unemployment ulation of around 


AFP 


commitments affecting global 
warming, even if he crosses swords 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Gore, a former US vice presi- 
dent, has been identified with the 
climate change campaign since he 
starred in the Oscar Award-win- 
ning documentary "An Inconve- 
nient Truth.” 

Zubiri opened this years Na- 
tional Leadership Training for 
Student Governments at Teach- 
ers’ Camp here by saying the plan- 
etis already in turmoil, 

He told about 6,000 student 
govemment leaders that this 
years prolonged dry spell, the 
three successive storms that struck 
їп a span of a week in August, as 
well as the tomadoes that hit sev. 


of RP treaties urged 


eral villages in the country were 
sure signsof global warming. 

Zubiri said the Arroyo adminis- 
tration has launched various pro- 
jects aimed to help reverse dli- 
‘mate change because of weather 
patterns “that used to be unheard 
of in the Philippines.” 

But he said the government 
must first consolidate all environ- 
mentrelated treaties it has 
signed, "because ang dami-dami 
nating na-ratify (we have ratified 
зо many agreements), many of 
which we don't even understand 
... we don't even know" 

‘Ata news conference, Zubiri said 
treaties couched in generic legal 
language almost cost the country a 
trade agreement that would have 
permitted the entry of toxic waste. 

He was refering to the Japan- 
Philippines Economic Partnership 
‘Agreement (JPEPA), which was crit 


icized last year by intemational en- 
vironmental groups for a provision 
that apparently grants incentives for 
the trade of waste materials. 
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BI under fire from COA for office repairs 


СОА disclosed that 
between February 
and August 2006, the 
bureau spent 
P3,097,844.18 and 
P1,067,875.71 on re- 
pairs and rehabilita- 
tion works of its satel- 
lite offices at the Ni- 
noy Aquino Intema- 
tional Airport Termi- 
nals I and П and at 
Camp Bagong Diwa 
in Bicutan City, re- 
spectively. 

In its audit of the 
expense account for 
the repair works, the 
СОА noted several 
flaws such as the ab- 
sence of a public bid- 
ding contrary to the 
provisions of the Gov- 
ernment Procurement 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE BUREAU OF 
Immigration is un- 
der fire for spending 
more than P4 mil- 
lion on office repairs 
without public bid- 
ding and without an 
approved annual 
procurement plan 
last year. 

It also served as a 
“collecting agent” for 
private insurance 
companies remitting 
over P33 million in 
salary deductions 
fom its employees 
which is prohibited by 
law, according to the 
Commission on Audit. 

Tn the 2006 audit 
report on the BI, the 
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Reform Act (GPRA). 

Due to the lack of 
bidding, the repair 
contrads were cor- 
nered by only one 
contractor, Michael 
son Construction, the 
report said. 

The repair works 
were also not cov- 
егей by an approved 
Annual Procure- 
ment Plan, another 
requirement under 


the GPRA owing to 
the absence of docu- 
mentary require- 
ments such as ap- 
proved agency esti- 
mates, certificate of 
acceptance and cer- 
tificate of warranty. 

The report also 
said that job orders 
were split to avoid 
the justice secretary's 
scrutiny and ap- 
proval, considering 
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that the amount had 
exceeded the signing 
authority warranted 
to the immigration 
commissioner. 

In its comment, the 
Bi explained that “split- 


to as repairs in reality 
were  urgen/unpro- 
grammed requests due 
to changes in security 
set up being enforced 
by the Manila intema- 
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The repair works 
done at the BI deten- 
tion cell at Camp 
Bagong Diwa were 
“emergency” in nature 
due to the damages 
brought about by ty- 
phoons, the Bl added. 
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Аб 
AFP inflating 
threat of Erap 


tets of the Marines and hotbed of military 
unrest since the aborted coup attempt im- 
plicating Marine units on Feb. 24-26, 2006, 
Dolorfino inspected the troops, their armor, 
as well as their ambulances. 

He also tried to crank up the public mood 
to the state of nervousness of the security 
forces. Не told reporters: “We are now 
ready for any contingency that may hap- 
pen. The objective is to maintain peace, or- 
der and stability in the NCR.” 

Dolorfino said the worst-case scenario 
could happen, including a repeat of the 
May 1, 2001, attack on Malacafiang by 
Estrada partisans after he was arrested to 
stand trial on plunder charges. Estrada is 
the first Filipino President to be charged 
with criminal offenses in the courts of jus- 
tice. 


and neighboring provinces want Ms Arroyo to 
immediately pardon Estrada if he is found 


Still hoping 


say whether he would rather spend more 


The former President's son, Sen. Jinggoy 


‘A Sandiganbayan ruling оп his plunder case Estrada, said that while his father was hap- 
is expected to be handed down soon, possibly py with the people's sympathy with his 
within the next two weeks. 


‘We will not accept pardon’ 

А confidential Social Weather Stations sur- ^ The younger Estrada said the survey should 
vey, commissioned by the opposition, shows Бе a warning to Ms Arroyo not to tamper with 
that 48 percent of Filipinos in Metro Manila the country's justice system because all eyes 


plight, “we will not accept any pardon be- 
cause that will only mean he's guilty, and he 
isnot.” 


Erap to reject pardon by G 


supporters кекен 


Estrada said, referring to Ms Arroyo's former guilty, while another 38 percent favor pardon 

А agriculture undersecretary, who left for the “after some time.” 
United States in the midst of a controversy 
over aP728-million alleged fertilizer scam. 

“My conscience is clear, I will not leave the Estrada, however, would not categorically 
11 million Filipinos who voted for me." 

Estrada has consistently said since his time in prison than get a free pass from Ms 
ouster in 2001 that the Arroyo administra- Arroyo. 
tion had offered him a chance to leave the “1 will not preempt the Sandiganbayan on 
Philippines and spare the country of an acri- this matter. I still believe they will decide 
monicus trial, but that he had rejected the (based) on the merits of the case,” he said. 


were on his father's case. 

“Weall know she is insensitive but this time, 
she should be sensitive to this strong public 
opinion against her,” said Senator Estrada. 

‘The elder Estrada took the results of the sur- 
vey as further validation of his belief that Fil- 
ipinos regard him highly despite efforts by the 
Arroyo administration to blacken his image 
since being ousted in an Edsa People Power re- 
volt in 2001. 


Support even from A,B,C 

“1 want to thank the people for continuing 
to believe in me in spite of the fact that I have 
spent the last six years, five months and eight 
days in jail," the ousted leader said. 

Estrada was also elated that his mass sup- 
port extended to the middle and upper class- 
es, with 79 percent of the respondents belong- 
ing to the Class A, Band C levels. 

“The SWS survey just shows that the people 
consistently believe in me and not in this ad- 


ministration,” he 4 

National Secr) 
les said the matte] 
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self. 
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President Arrojo 
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"Any comment 
interpreted (as) 
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dict." 
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from Michael Lim 


Inflated threat 

The arrest enraged Estrada's supporters, 
who found it too excessive after he was 
forced out of office following the collapse 
of his administration when the AFP with- 
drew its support. 

The military deployments in anticipation 
of disturbances appear to be out of propor- 
tion to the threat of public disorder, and did 
not reflect public concern over the inflated 
threat. 

They succeeded only in revealing the 
military high command's lack of confidence. 
in the solidarity of the security forces and, 
by implication, the uncertain loyalty of the 
entire AFP to President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


Garci tapes scandal 

The deployments coincided with the re- 
opening of the Garci tapes scandal in the 
Senate. 

‘The Senate on Wednesday voted to ге- 
vive the investigation of the tapes by refer- 
ring the case to three committees—the 
committee on national defense, the blue 
ribbon committee and the committee on 
constitutional amendments. 

The vote came after Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
introduced a new testimony by a former 
military intelligence agent that he and a 
team of agents of the military intelligence 
service wiretapped a telephone conversa- 
tian between Ms Arroyo and former Elec- 
tion Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano pur- 
porüng to show that she allegedly at- 
tempted to tamper with the canvassing of 
the 2004 election returns. 


Reopening old wound 

The new investigation will reopen the le- 
gitimacy issue that has damaged the Arroyo 
presidency since 2005. 

The reference of the case to the Senate. 
committee on national defense is bound to 
reopen the sensitive issue of security 
breaches involving a presidency being 
spied upon by intelligence agents who are 
alleged to have eavesdropped not only on 
presidential telephone conversations but 
also on those of opposition figures during 
the 2004 elections. 


No signs of unrest 

There is no sign that Estrada supporters 
are restive in anticipation of the Sandigan- 
bayaris decision, or that they are as out- 
raged as they were when he was arrested. 

There is no visible sign that his followers 
are being mobilized to take street action to 
protest a guilty decision. 

Such a disruption is not expected, but 
there are fears that the decision could be 
used by disgruntled groups inside the secu- 
rity forces as a galvanizing issue to foment 
military unrest over the legitimacy issue on 
the Arroyo presidency. 


Disgruntled groups 

Since the collapse of his administration 
in 2001, Estrada has lost much of his sup- 
port among former loyalists in the AFP. 

The concern lies in that disgruntled 
groups in the AFR especially those facing 
trial on charges related to recent mutinies, 
would use the Sandiganbayan's decision to 
foment further dissatisfaction inside the se- 
curity forces. 

The public appears prepared to take а de- 
cision calmly, whatever it is. 


SWS survey 

A confidential survey conducted by So- 
cial Weather Stations in July found that 
almost half of Filipinos in Metro Manila 
and neighboring provinces think Ms Ar- 
royo should pardon Estrada if he is found 
guilty. 

Forty-eight percent said “in case the 
Sandiganbayan declares Erap guilty,” Ms 
Arroyo should pardon him “immediately.” 

Thirty-eight percent said Estrada should 
be pardoned “after some time,” and 13 per- 
cent said no pardon. 

According to socioeconomic classes, 
the survey showed that 47 percent and 
58 percent of respondents from classes D 
and E (the lower classes) wanted Estrada 
pardoned immediately. This sentiment 
was shared by 31 percent from classes 
ABC. 

‘The highest number of respondents who 
didn’t want Estrada pardoned came from 


classes ABC, with 17 percent. 
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Sison denied access to media 


By T] Burgonio 


AFTER LAST FRIDAY'S HEARING, 
Jose Ma. Sison has been denied 
access to TY, radio and newspa- 
pers in his cell at a penitentiary fa- 
cility in The Hague, the Nether- 
lands, his Filipino lawyer said yes- 
terday. 

The founding chair of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines, 
now facing charges for the killings 
of two former comrades, has also 
been barred from receiving 
medicine from outside, and re- 
ceiving visitors except his lawyer. 

“The present treatment being 
given to him is the same kind of 
treatment given to prisoners be- 
ing held by the United States in 
Guantanamo,” lawyer Romeo Ca- 
pulong said in a phone interview. 

“Clearly, these are violations 


of his rights under international 
law. In fact, he should be accord- 
ed his right as a prisoner of con- 
science. The Dutch government 
has no right to treat him as a ter- 
rorist,” Capulong said. 

But National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales said Sison was 
being treated fairly under Durch 
laws. 

“The trial is not in the Philip- 
pines, but in the Netherlands, and 
the Dutch (government) is known 
for its commitment to fairness. m 
sure Joma (Sison) is (being) treat- 
ей fairly.” Gonzales told reporters. 

‘A Dutch court on Friday ordered 
Sion to be detained at the 
Scheveningen Penitentiary Facility for 
two more weeks so prosecutors could 
investigate charges against him. 

After the hearing, Sison was de- 
tained “at the very cell where Milo- 


sevic was confined and died while 
їп prison,” according to Capulong, 
quoting Sison's European lawyers. 

Yugoslavia strongman Slobo- 
dan Milosevic was found dead in 
his cell on March 12, 2006, four 
years into his war crimes trial. 

Until his arrest, Sison has been 
fiercely fighting to get himself and 
the CPP-National Democratic Front 
of the Philippines delisted from the 
European Union's terror list. 

"не is held in solitary confine- 
ment and presently incommuni- 
cado," Capulong said. 

Sison, who is suffering from a 
heart ailment, was also prohibited 
йот receiving “maintenance 
medicine" from his wife Julie and 
allowed only to obtain medicine 
prescribed by the penitentiary doc- 
tor, according to Capulong. With a 
report from АЕР 
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‘I hope Sison is finally ... 


Frompage Al 
Jan. 23, 2003, in a Japanese 
restaurant, also in Quezon City. 
‘The CPP has claimed responsi- 
bility for both killings, saying 
Tabara and Kintanar were en- 
gaged in “criminal and counter- 
revolutionary activities.” 


Ideological differences 
Tabara and Kintanar were 
erstwhile top communist rebel 
leaders who broke away from 
the CPP-NPA in 1992 over ideo- 
logical differences with Sison. 
“Tabara formed the RPA-ABB in 
1998 and entered into a peace 
agreement with the government 
under the administration of Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada in 2000. 
Tabara's widow said her hus- 
band, Kintanar and many of 
their comrades became disillu- 
sioned with the Stalinist ap- 
proach of Sison that saw vio- 


lence as an option for change. 

She said she was aware that 
the day she and her husband, 
and many of their other com- 
rades left the CPP-NPA, their 
lives were all in danger. 

In fact, she said, she knew that 
her life remained in danger and 
that she had been taking security 
precautions against NPA hit men. 

The widow said she was over- 
joyed to hear that Sison had finally 
been arrested because it brought а 
glimmer of hope that she would 
attain justice for her husband. 

“Sison has been mainly re- 
sponsible for ordering the elimi- 
nation of those who have op- 
posed his leadership,” she said. 

The widow said it was also 
“hypocritical for the CPP-NPA to 
invoke human rights violations, 
when they have actively violat- 
ed and failed to respect the ba- 
sic rights of others." 
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Bar ... 


From page Al 

Many gave up part of their social lives, 
foregoing movies and malling to read up оп 
the law in preparation for the annual bar ex- 
am, which began yesterday. The exam is to 
be held on the four Sundays of September. 

In an attempt to ease the tension, school- 
mates, families and friends provided all 
kinds of support, including cheering for the 
examinees. 

The tension spread to motorists. One 
frustrated jeepney driver commented that 
he would give up his job if the traffic was as - 
heavy as it was early yesterday morning on 
the first day of the exam. 

А portion of Taft Avenue, where De La 
Salle University, venue of the exam, is locat. 
ed, was closed to traffic. As a result, vehicu- 
lar flow in other portions of the road and 
nearby streets were snarled. 

‘Nathalie Abad, an Arellano School of Law 
graduate, told the Inquire that she had to cut 
back on trips to the mall, meetings with 
friends and even exercise so she could pore 
over law books and attend review classes, 
which she started six months earlier. 

‘Twice during her review, she got hospi- 
talized and was advised by doctors to have 
a complete bed rest for a week. However, 
she decided to get up after four days be- 
‘cause she felt her time would be better 
spent studying. 

“My time would be wasted if I just stayed 
in bed,” she said. But she learned that ` 
maintaining good health was essential. 


Billeted at nearby hotel 

Оп the eve of the bar, Abad was reviewing 
in her room at the nearby Century Park hotel, 
where many of the examinees stayed. 

‘Among those billeted at the hotel were 
examinees from University of the Philip- 
pines, who had law students to run errands 
and do research for them as part of the “bar 
operations.” 

‘Members of UP Women In Law (Winlaw) 
bought coffee and snacks, looked up repub- 
lic acts and law doctrines, gave out review- 
ers called “tips” and provided pre-dawn 
wake-up calls to the examinees. 

The Winlaw members acceded to every 
request, including looking for 24-hour cof- 
fee shops to buy the kind of coffee that an 
| examinee had asked for, and peeling and 
|| cutting apples for snacks. 
| — "We don't mind doing things for them. 
It's part of the support we give them. It’s 
better if they devote their time to review- 
ing,” said one member. 


Goodie bags, grilled bangus 

Examinees from UP were also given 
“goodie bags" containing water, tissue, 
chocolates, candies and crackers, among 
| others, to take to the exam venue. 

Other schools set up tents on Taft Avenue 
and laid out food and reviewers for their ex- 
aminees when they take their lunch break. 

Some were seen grilling bangus, egg- 
plant and pork chops. 

A number of last year's successful bar ex- 
aminees also came to provide encourage- 
ment to their schoolmates. 

Ninth placer Timothy Mendoza and oth- 
ег 2006 bar passers visited the examinees 
at the Century Park on Saturday night. 

‘Alumni and officials of schools like San 
Beda, Ateneo de Manila University, Univer- 
sity of Pangasinan and Far Eastern Universi- 
tyand Philippine Law School were also pre- 
sent to cheer on their schoolmates. 

Family members came and gave out 
words of encouragement as the examinees 
lined up to enter De La Salle. 


Drums, confetti gone 

‘The send-off for the examinees was less 
rambunetious this year Gone were the 
booming drums and colorful confetti, 
which were abundant last year. 

The Supreme Court has prohibited 
streaking, ati-atihan, bands and "fies- 
ta-like" activities that disturb the exami- 
nees in the perimeter of De La Salle on the 
day and on the eve of the tests. 

Noisy activities are also banned. 

A total of 5,804 law graduates applied to 
take the bar exam, lower than the 6,345 
who took it last year partly because of the 
new rule barring law graduates from taking 


the exam if they had failed it five times. 
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Learned stupidity 


NOTHER YEAR, ANOTHER SENSELESS DEATH. IN 
А“ is likely another fraternity hazing rite gone 
deadly wrong, University of the Philippines senior 

Cris Anthony Mendez was rushed to the hospital a week 
ago and then abandoned at the emergency room; by then 
he was already dead. The Sigma Rho fraternity is suspect- 
ed of involvement, and its leaders in the Diliman campus 
have been suspended for 30 days, 

EDITORIALS pending an investigation. 

Yet again the specter of campus vio- 
lence rears its hideous head, and another academic com- 
munity, devoted to the ideals of character formation and 
higher education, finds itself shaken to its roots. How can 
some of its most able students, among the country's most 
qualified scholars, prove capable of the most brutal, the 
most barbaric, violence? 

Last Friday, UP students led by Mendez schoolmates in 
the National College of Public Administration and Gover- 
nance marched around the Diliman campus to protest his 
senseless death. From the United States, where she is 
meeting UP alumni, UP President Emerlinda Roman is- 
sued a short but resolute statement, vowing to “spare no 
effort” to bring the guilty to justice. 

But Roman also said something we cannot agree with: 
“This sporadic, irrational violence is not only a hideous 
blot on the University’s record, but a source of great sor- 
row to individual families,” she said. It is irrational and it 
is a monstrous stain, but in truth campus violence, espe- 
cially in fraternity initiation rites, is not sporadic at all. It 
is institutionalized, and goes on all the time. 

It only seems sporadic because not all hazing victims 
die. But every year, every semester, student organizations 
with a tradition of violence subject new members to 
needlessly violent initiation rites. History's lesson is lost 
on the hope of the future: some of the most intelligent 
members of the next generation do not understand, or 
refuse to accept, that the spiral of violence really does ex- 
ist. 

So they paddle an initiate's thighs, they roughhouse а 
blindfolded recruit, they stub out a burning cigarette on a 
new member's exposed skin: They do all these, and more, 
because they are conscious of having survived similarly 
violent rites themselves. Having been similarly initiated, 
they have compartmentalized reason and learned to be 
base, to be brutish—in а word, to be stupid—all over 
again. 

Thus the cycle of violence continues. 


Sweeping statement 


HE DECISION OF THE SANDIGANBAYAN TO 
sentence former Parafiaque Mayor Joey Marquez 
to a maximum of 50 years in prison, for the 

afióihalous purchase of 55,000 broomsticks in 1996 and 

1997, is harsh but welcome. Public officials who violate 

the anti-graft law must be judged strictly and punished 

severely; that is the only way to stop the crooks. 

"A perusal of the prosecution's evidence would readily re- 
veal, even from a layman's perspective, that the local gov- 
emmentof Parafiaque was seriously prejudiced by the trans- 
actions under review,” the decision read. 

But from a layman's perspective, there is also something 
amiss with the adverse ruling against Marquez and three 
other city officials. Marquez is a comedian whose political 
star has faded; he does not exactly send ordinary citizens or 
even fellow officials into spasms of fright. In other words, the 
“something amiss” that the public senses with the Sandigan- 
bayan's decision has to do with the kind of politician Mar- 
quez is: the out-of power kind. 

This is obviously not the fault of the court; in anti-graft 
cases, the onus always lies with the prosecution—in other 
words, with the omni-powerful office of the Ombudsman. 

But the same office (to give only one out of many possible 
examples) had labored mightily over the anomalous Mega 
Pacific case, and produced a mouse of a decision. The 
Supreme Court found something decidedly amiss with the 
contract, but the Ombudsman hemmed and hawed and fi 
nally declared: It may have been irregular, but no one was li- 
able for it. 

Because this perfect crime was associated with officials 
perceived as close to Malacañang, the all-embracing exoner- 
ation fueled public skepticism about justice, Arroyo adminis- 
tration-style. 

The law, we know all too well, must be applied equally. 
Unfortunately for both Marquez and the skeptical public, 
both this administration and the Ombudsman it appointed 
donot seem to have a broom big enough to sweep all crooks 
to justice. 


Publisher Isacanı Үлмвот 
Editor in Chief ту jmenez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jost Ma. D. Noasco 
Associate Editor Авал ро S. ULANoaY 
Associate Editor for Readership Roso A. GARCELLANO 
News Editor Artemo T. ENGRACIA п. * Chief, News Day Desk Nito B. Paunom 
Opinion Editor Jonce V. Anuta. 
National Editor Percenmino B. BANDAYREL ја. 
Senior Desk Editor Juan V. SARMIENTO ја. 
Editorial Consultant Аманоо овон А 
Chief Photographer Envi U. Ѕаямемто 
Art & Design Director умтт A. Ушлява 


Board Chairman Маяа R. PRIETO 
President ALEXANORA PRIETO-ROMUALDEZ 
Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing Renato В. RENOSO 
VP for Advertising Felipe R. OLARTE 
AVP for Circulation SANDY Simon R. Yar 


Readers’ Advocate LORNA Kataw Tino. 
read sodoctengire cm ph * Tel Мо 897 808 La 342 


Ais reserved. Except prmated by bv; ro par ofthe Pepe Daly garer maybe repre or 
Эильшеот жү lormo by эү me sirena obsit red үгет wan Pot woren PS, 


1 WAS SO OVERJOYED BY NEWSPAPER RE- 
ports that the economy grew by 7.5 percent (if 
President Macapagal-Arroyo is telling the truth) 
that I went to the window and shouted the good 
news for all the world to hear. One of those who 
heard me was my squatter-neighbor. 

"What does it mean?” he asked in Filipino. 

"Ir means,” I said, "that ће GDP grew by 7.5 
percent, the biggest growth in 20 years." 

“What's GDP?" my neighbor asked. 

"Gross Domestic Product," I replied. 

“What's that?" he asked again. 

"Its the amount of goods and services pro- 
duced by the country at a given time,” I ex- 
plained. 

“I still don't understand,” he said. 

"Goods," 1 explained like a teacher, “are the 
crops that our farmers grew and harvested, the 
products that our workers manufactured in the 
factories, and thousands of other products. 
Services are those tasks done by our workers, 
like waiters, barbers, drivers, hairdressers, tai- 
lors, etc. They all have values and а govern- 
‘ment agency estimates these and adds them ай 
up and comes up with the СОР” 

“1 see,” said my neighbor. “But who verifies 
the estimates? How sure are we that the fig- 
ures are correct?" 

"Well, when the government says these are 
the figures, they must be correct, don't you 
think so?” 

“I don't think so. They are just numbers. It's 
зо easy to change them or even invent fig- 
ures. 


е you saying that the government is ly- 
ing?" 1 asked, shocked. 

“Тат not saying that the government is ly- 
ing. What I am saying is that how can we be 
sure that the numbers are correct. It could be 
deliberately lying or simply an honest mistake. 
In estimates, figures tend to be optimistic.” 

"But they must have made long and careful 
computations,” I said. 

“Then it must be the other. It is very hard to 
believe the optimistic figures. If the economy 
grew by that much why am I and millions like 
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те still poor? Why can't], 
have a house of my own?" 

“But can't you see those new houses over 
there?" I said pointing. “They have jobs.” 

“Those people are OFWs. They earned what 
they have in other countries, not here.” 

“Why don't you work abroad then?" 1 asked. 

“Why do Filipinos have to go abroad to get 
jobs?" he persisted. "Why can't we have jobs in 
‘our own country?" 

“Because we don’t have enough jobs in our 
‘own country,” replied. 

“What good is a 7.5-percent growth-then, if 
it does not provide more jobs for us-jobless? 
What good is a so-called robust economy if it 
does not put food on our table?" 

“Well, it makes the factories and businesses 
earn more.” 

“Businessmen earn more, yes, but aren't 
they the rich ones already? So our economic 
growth only makes the rich richer and us poor 
poorer” 

“But can’t you see, when the businessmen 
earn more they can hire more people and 
therefore provide jobs. 

“Where are the jobs?” my neighbor asked 
plaintively."I have been looking for a job, any 
job, for so long I must have worn out a dozen 
sandals.” 

“Stop complaining and look some more,” 1 
said, beginning to get irritated. “You won't find 
a job by complaining." 

"Tm not the only one who can't find a job. 
There are millions of others like me. They are 
all looking but can't find апу” 

“why don't you apply for a job abroad.” 

“Don't you think I tried? I envy those brag- 
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GMA IS ECSTATIC: "ITS A GIANT STEP TO- 
ward peace, a victory for justice and the rule of 
law" Norberto Gonzales is beaming and can- 
not contain his excitement. 

‘They are referring of course to the arrest 
and detention in the Netherlands of Jose Ma. 
Sison, offically a “consultant of the NDE” un- 
officially still its leader, spiritual or otherwise. 
A statement of the Public Prosecutor's Office in 
The Hague said tersely: "Sison was suspected 
of giving orders from the Netherlands to mur- 
der his former political associates in the Philip- 
pines, Romulo Kintanar and Arturo Tabara.” 

1 agree heartily with GMA and Gonzales's 
sentiments. If it is true that Sison has commit- 
ted these crimes—and there are witnesses 
aplenty, not the least of them the widows of the 
dead, to testify so—then his arrest is indeed а 
giant step toward peace, а victory for justice 
and the rule of law. Then there is indeed every 
reason, from the perspective of freedom, hu- 
man rights, and all that democracy holds за- 
cred, to be very excited about it. 

Frankly, I don't understand what people are do- 
ing marching in the streets, banging heads with 
fully shielded and truncheon-wielding cops, to 
protest Sison's arrest. Their complaint apparently 
is thar the arrest was the product of connivance 
between the Philippine and Durch governments. 
You grant that is so, what of it? 1 myself have got- 
ten text jokes from friends—we've become past 
masters in the art of gallows humor—saying it 
was really Manny Pacquiao who paid off Dutch of- 
ficials to arrest Sison for the unforgivable crime of 
dancing with Ara Mina. Its the automatic re- 
sponse of every Filipino public official who is ac- 
cused of a crime to say the accusation is “political- 
ly motivated” So freaking what? If its true, who 
the hell cares how itis motivated? 

Lady Justice certainly doesn't. While at this, 
you must really have gotten cynical, if not 
completely batty, to imagine that if justice in 
this country is a natural hostage to political ex- 
pedience, it must be so too in other countries. 
Well, other countries still have a justice system. 
that dispenses justice, other countries still be- 
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lieve that where there is a crime there must be 
punishment. 

‘The only thing the marchers are going to ac- 
complish by their protest, or protestations, is to 
subvert their own cause. The reason they ve been 
unable to get а flood of sympathy to tumble their 
way over the horrific, and truly alarming, mas- 
sacre of activists in recent years is also that they 
themselves have made it the hardest thing in the 
‘world, Not least by the spectacle of party-list rep- 
resentatives toasting the assassination of a for- 
mer comrade, who was Kintanar. That was a tru- 
ly ugly image and may have done more to douse 
the fires of public outrage over Palparanis subse- 
quent mayhem than any official justification of it. 
Аз one reader put it, serves them right. His argu- 
ment might have been thoroughly dimwit- 
ted—nothing can, or may, ever justify the mas- 
sacre of political activists (and journalists) -but. 
his anger would have found more than faint 
echoes in many hearts and minds. 

1 share GMA and Gonzaless sentiments 
about Sison's arrest. I do not share the belief 
that they are the best persons to express them. 
In fact, I don't know why they should be won- 
drously gleeful about this when it gives them 
more than а glimpse of the furure that awaits 
them. The fact that people cannot read the 
writing on the wall does not mean that the 
things the writing foretells will not befall 
them. Ignorance is not bliss, it is doom. 

Sison's arrest is a victory for justice and the 
rule of law; itis nota victory for GMA and Gon- 
zales. On the contrary, itis defeat for them. It 
says that no one, neither Left nor Right, nei- 
ther man nor woman, neither peasant nor king 


ging about the good life abroad. When my 
neighbors turn full blast their stereos brought 
home by their husbands, my heart bleeds." 

"So why don't you go to a recruiter?” 

* did. Not only once, but twice." 

“So what happened?" 

“I was asked to pay so many charges: appli- 
cation fee, visa fee, processing fee, etc. The rc 
cruiter keeps asking for more and more fees. 
My father sold our carabao and farm in the 
province to pay for my fees. "Never mind, 
Tatang, 1 told him. "When I start earning, well 
get itall back and more.” 

“So why are you still here?" I asked. “Why 
aren't you working abroad?" 

“Because my recruiter has disappeared.” 

“Тт sorry to hear that," I said. "You said you 
applied twice. What happened to the second?” 

“Yes, I went to another recruiter. My father 
sold his house to pay for the new set of fees. 
This time I got as far as the airport." 

“What happened?” 

З wasn't able to even'set foot on the plane.” 

“why?” 

“All my papers were fake!” 

“So what did you do?” 

“1 went to the Department of Labor to com- 
plain.” 

“And what did they do there?” 

“They took my statement, shaking their 
heads and clucking their tongues, and told me 
to go home and they will have the recruiter ar- 
rested.” 

"So they arrested him?" 

do^ 

“No? Why not?” 

"They said they couldn't find him.” 

“And that’s the end of it?" 

"Thats the end of it. That's also the end of 
our farm, house and carabao. My Tatang was 
furious.” 

"Oh God, I'm sorry to hear that, Never 
mind," [tried to console him. “With the growth 
in the economy, maybe you will get a job and 
you will get it all back" 

“When? When I'm already dead?” 


(or queen), may escape the relentless pursuit 
of the hounds of justice. It says that no time ог 
space may ever prove safe for a murderer, you 
stand to be indicted and punished for your 
crime whether you committed it 10 minutes 
ago or 10 decades ago, whether you remained 
in the country of your birth or fled to the coun- 
try of your choice, least of all the Netherlands, 
seat of the World Court. It says that murder, 
whether personally or politically motivated, is 
never justified, whether it is the rebels that 
wreak it in the name of eliminating enemies of 
the people or the government that does in the. 
name of ridding the world of a scourge—least 
ofall an unduly constituted government. 

"That cannot be а comfort to either GMA ог 
Gonzales, both of whom stand accused of com- 
miting murder on а mind-boggling scale, by 
commission or omission, by command responsi 
bility or irresponsible command, by ardent desire 
or abject failure to rein in the dogs of violence 
The one message the Dutch authorities decision 
to arrest Sison does not send is that because he is 
quite possibly a dirry rotten scoundrel this gov- 
emment is right to mount, Nazi-style, a pogrom 
ог genocide against the people who believe in 
the cause he represents. The message it does 
send is that you do something like that, you are a 
dirtier and more rotten scoundrel and will have 
to face the judgment of your peers—no, your 
betters, since if you are a murderer an honest 
judge or jury will always be your superior—one 
day. 

personally welcome the Dutch move to at- 
rest Sison in much the same way that 1 wel- 
comed the Hawaii courts decision to indict 
Marcos, and the LA appellate court's decision 
to uphold its verdict by citing the Yamashita 
doctrine. That doctrine says a leader who al- 
lows atrocity to happen when he is in a posi- 
tion to stop it shares the guilt and burden of 
that atrocity. Well may GMA and Gonzales 
gloat over Sison's fate; litle do they know the 
Same rope is tightening around their necks. А 
rope labeled: 

Justice. 
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SEVERAL BAR EXAMINATIONS AGO THE FIRST 
item in the Bar Examination Questions for Politi- 
cal Law was "What is a writ of amparo?" There 
was a lot of head scratching among the exami- 
nees upon seeing the question. Almost nobody 
knew anything about the animal or had ever 
heard about it. But now the writ of amparo has 
become a front-page subject and might be an im- 
portant item in the Bar Examinations after this 
year. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno has shown himself 
to be passionately committed to the protection of. 
human rights. In his effort to find ways of 
strengthening the protection, he has started ex- 
ploring the potential of the writ of amparo to fill 
the gaps in the mantle of protection offered by 
current law and jurisprudence. For this purpose | 
understand that he has commissioned my class- 
mate and friend Justice Dolf Azcuna to study 
what the Supreme Court can do about making а 
writ of amparo effective in the Philippines. Fit- 
tingly so, since it is по secret that it was Justice 
Azcuna as Bar Examiner several years ago who 
surprised the examinees with the question about 
the writ of amparo. He probably knows more 
about it than any lawyer or jurist in the Philip- 
pines. 

At any rate, what is the writ of amparo? 

‘Amparo simply means protection. The recurso 
de amparo is an all-purpose remedy very much in 
use in the Mexican legal system. Itis, in the words 
of a justice of the Mexican Federal Supreme 
Court, one piece of Mexico's self-attributed “task 
of conveying to the world's legal heritage that in- 
stitution which, as a shield of human dignity, her 
‘own painful history conceived.” The writ has 
been described as “the most Mexican institution 
of the whole of positive Mexican law. 

The reference to the painful history as the 
mother of the writ of amparo might discourage 
those who wish to introduce it into the Philip- 
pines. Some in fact would dismiss the Latin Amer- 
ican amparo on the argument that the caudillos 
‘would never allow the development of an effec- 
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tive legal theory in the area of political law. Schol- 
ars have pointed out that between 1935 and 1975 
Latin America experienced more than one hun- 
dred successful coups and many more unsuccess- 
ful ones—on an average of more than twelve 
coups per country. Nevertheless this should not 
dissuade us from exploring the potential of the 
Latin American writ. After all, we still lag far be- 
hind in terms of number of coups! 

Mexico is the birthplace of amparo. The first 
thing to notice about it is that itis expressly pro- 
vided for in the Mexican Constitution—currently 
in Articles 103 and 107. How the system got into 
the Constitution is itself historically interesting. 

The first stage of its development was philo- 
sophical. At the heart of amparo is the idea of ju- 
dicial review of governmental action. It is said 
that the idea came to Mexico under the strong in- 
fluence of American thought especially through 
the arrival in Mexico of the Spanish translation of 
Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America. 
This happened in 1837, three years before the ap- 
pearance of amparo. The American idea, born in 
the context of revolution against a colonial pow- 
er, found a responsive chord in the new nations of 
Latin America which had long experienced colo- 
nial rule. 

The idea eventually found its way into the 
Mexican Constitution initially through the in- 
strumentality of a federal politician named 
Manuel Crecencio Rejon. Rejon returned to his 
native state of Yucatan which had then seceded 
after a rebellion from the rest of Mexico. There 
he headed a central constitutional reform com- 
mission where he proposed to include a judicial 
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THEY NARRATED THEIR STORIES TO ME AS 
passionately as they felt about their work. If in 
war there are combatants, the men facing me 
were combatants too, but of the more profound 
variety for they were certainly waging a battle for 
the hearts and minds of young schoo! 
‘They were principals and school superintendents 
coming from the new province of Sharif Kabung- 
suwan, There were both Muslims and Christians 
in the group but as they told me, religious affilia- 
tions didn't matter to them at all for they were all 
focused on their role in the communities they 
serve, That had become an understatement by 
the time they had told me their story. 

Early last week, a friend in academe, Dr. Amor de 
‘Torres, recently minted with an Outstanding 
Thomasian Award from the University of Sto. 
Tomas, asked me if I wanted to meet the principals. 
of Sharif Kabungsuwan. "They have something to 
tell you that may be unheard of," she promised. Lat- 
er meeting the group for the first time, I understood 
the tone of apprehension in Amor's message. 

War is a vicarious experience for many of us. 
But for these men, war was a reality that was in- 
explicably carved into their annual school calen- 
dar. I had never asked myself the question, "What. 
does a teacher do in times of маг" In Sharif 
Kabungsuwan, the teacher stops teaching just as 
soon as the bullets start whizzing by. In the din of 
rapid fire, the community becomes а sudden 
ghost town. With war comes the empty stomach. 
Families become evacuees, migrating elsewhere 
and not coming back till the next semblance of a 
ceasefire. 

But when the guns stop, several months shall 
have lapsed by then, effectively eroding into the 
Department of Education's standard 204-day 
school calendar. And sometimes when the guns 
stop, that calendar is well on its way to what 
‘would have been a well-earned finish line. What 
to do with the pupils? They get accelerated to the 
next grade. With acceleration comes no ability to 
read and write. 
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In the war zone, it becomes impossible to сай 
for remedial classes. How does a teacher, whose. 
salary gets perpetually delayed, volunteer with 
no pay to hold remedial classes? To begin with, 
how can those remedial classes be held at all 
when, even without war, Sharif Kabungsuwan's 
schools have no books and no teaching materials 
in schools where classrooms are few and far be- 
tween? And where there are classrooms, there 
are no blackboards and desks? And who can hold 
classes when the schoolhouse becomes a haven 
for evacuees? 

For us who have gone through the benefits of 
‘education, these are questions that baffle. But for 
school principals who have to live amidst the 
dread of war, they have stopped asking those 
questions. They have fought back. Not with guns 
but with books. Not with bullets but with class- 
rooms and desks. For them, war has given them 
the breakthrough that the Department of Educa- 
tion has failed to provide. They have learned to 
become agents of good education by realizing the 
value of outsourcing and networking. My studies 
in anthropology have taught me that agency is 
the freedom to create and change events. 

Pouring out their problems to NGOs, they se- 
cured school buildings, classrooms, desks, and 
most importantly books and teaching materials. 
One Muslim principal in a Sultan Kudarat munici- 
pality turned to а Catholic missionary from Tonga 
Island. "Help me, not in the name of religion, but 
in education,” he told the priest. The priest 
helped the community build three makeshift 
classrooms. A private company engaged in trad- 
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review procedure. His aim was to give state 
courts the power to protect individuals against 
state abuses. 

Rejon eventually returned to Mexico City 
where he participated in the drafting of a new 
Constitution. He brought with him his Yucatan 
idea. But it was mainly Mariano Otero who 
pushed what came to be known as the “Otero For- 
mula” and which became Article 25 of the new 
Mexican Constitution. Article 25 contained the 
heart of amparo. It said: "The Courts of the Feder- 
ation will protect [amparán] any inhabitant of 
the Republic in his exercise and conservation of 
those rights conceded to him by the Constitution 
and the constitutional laws, against all assaults of 
the Legislative and Executive Branches, on the 
federal as well as the state levels. .." 

The formula has since developed into an all- 
purpose multifaceted amparo: (a) the Liberty 
Amparo (amparo de libertad); (b) the Constitu- 
tionality Amparo (amparo contra leyes); (c) the 
Judicial or "Cassation" Amparo, aimed at the con- 
stitutionality of a judicial interpretation; (d) the 
Administrative Amparo (amparo como con- 
tencioso-administrativo); and (e) the Agrarian 
Amparo (amparo en matera agraria, ejidal y co- 
munal). 

The Mexican amparo basically takes the form 
of judicial review. Much of what it is designed for 
is already covered by our legal system. But what 
interests us most is the amparo de libertad, which 
isthe original amparo and which goes beyond the 
Protection given by the traditional writ of habeas 
corpus. 

Our Constitution has one open-ended provi- 
sion which, in tandem with the Bill of Rights 
and the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
can accommodate expansion. The provision 
says that the Supreme Court shall "Promulgate. 
rules concerning the protection and enforce- 
ment of constitutional rights . . ." This is the 
seed that the Chief Justice hopes to nurture in- 
to a Philippine recurso de amparo that is fast, 
simple and efficacious. 
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ing gave 200 armchairs. Philippine Business for 
Social Progress gave books. 

Inthe madrasah of a riverside village along the 
Rio Grande, students arrive at 10 in the morning 
each school day after negotiating the river to go 
to school. That's if they are not evacuees at the 
time; if they are, there would be no classes for 
months. The teacher turned to an NGO which 
gave а pumpboat to ferry the pupils from their 
riverside dwellings. But this was the Liguasan 
Marsh, site of many battles between the military 
and the Pentagon. The principals tell me that in 
Sharif Kabungsuwan, theirs is often a land of 
‘school dropouts. It is a land where war has abol- 
ished permanent residence. 

Often we ask why there is war in Mindanao. For 
us who hold the stereotype of the Filipino Moro 
and the contrived image of Mindanao as often 
many in Manila have, we think we know the an- 
зет. But the one who does not know the answer 
and who keeps asking to this day is the school child 
who continues to dream dreams of a bright future. 
That school child may be a Moro, a Christian, or a 
Teduray Who among us can answer his question? 

“The backbone of the Mindanao problem is ig- 
norance,” says one principal, and certainly war 
makes sure that that becomes a vicious cycle. For 
some in the military, war is a stepping stone for 
higher military rank. "Militarization is never the 
solution," they all say in chorus. Of the 50 who 
enter elementary school, lucky it will be if some 
20 enroll in high school. "Not all of the twenty fin- 
ish first year." they say. 

This is a land of dropouts, of school children 
who cannot read even in high school, of pupils 
who come to school with no slippers and no food. 
It is a face that these principals see, and into 
whose eyes they have gazed, and realized that 
this is the face of war. 

"In war, there are no vietors—and education is 
often the victim.” 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 
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THERE IS, APPARENTLY, A DEBATE GOING ON 
about the origin of the famous aphorism that 
there are three kinds of lies: lies, damned lies, 
and statistics. One source noted in a University of 
York Department of Mathematics website quotes 
Sir Robert Giffen (1837-1910). 

Inthe Economic Journal in 1892, Giffen wrote, 
‘an old jest runs to the effect that there are three 
kinds of comparison among liars. There are liars, 
there are outrageous liars, and there are scientific 
experts, This has lately been adapted to throw 
dirt upon statistics. There are three degrees of 
comparisons, it is said, in lying. There are lies, 
there are outrageous lies, and there are statistics. 
Statisticians can afford to laugh at and profit by 
Jokes at their expense. There is so much knowl- 
‘edge which is unobtainable except by statistics, 
especially the knowledge of the condition and 
growth of communities and growth of communi- 
ties in the mass, that, even if the blunders in using 
statistics were greater and more frequent than 
they are, the study would still be indispensable. 
But just because we can afford to laugh at such 
jests we should be ready to turn them to account, 
and it is not difficult to discover one of the princi- 
pal occasions for the jest I have quoted, and profit 
by the lesson." 

Twas reminded of this famous aphorism (regard- 
less of its origin) when the government released its 
latest item of happy economic news, which pro- 
duced glowing headlines around the world and 
some skeptical responses here at home. The Presi- 
dent, incapable of mirth at the best of times, got 
cranky again when the latest glowing economic 
statistic got questioned ага press conference. When 
a reporter questioned the recently unveiled 7.5-per- 
cent GDP growth rate for the second quarter, the 
President snapped, "Are you saying our people are 
liars?” The President kept shaking her head and in- 
sisted, "never been!” 

Т don't know about the "never been” рап. 
William Pesek of Bloomberg pointed out the pub- 
lies memory may be short, but investors (and ld 
assume, the President's fellow economists) have 
elephant-like memories. As Pesek put it, when he 
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wrote in June 22 of how the President seemed 
frustrated that her optimism wasn't being shared 
by investor’ services, “Unfair as that may sound, 
investors have a funny way of remembering when 
а government defaults on debt, as the Philippines 
did two decades ago.” 

Туе never been one of those who've disliked the 
President's exhibitions of temper. My only criticism. 
is she tries to hide it too often, when in many cases, 
it was not only healthy (for her: you know the old 
saying, better one day red than three days blue), but 
more often than not, the objects of her anger had it 
coming due to incompetence. And in the present 
case, the President, when she got snarky, was actu- 
ally doing it out of a sense of professional solidarity 
Before she was ever a politician, she was a member 
of academe; and academicians jealously guard their 
reputation for professionalism and objectivity. 

50, when the President rhetorically asked, “are 
our people liar?" she knew that even her critics who 
are also economists concede that the NSO and NSCB, 
which crunch the numbers and produce GNP figures, 
are apolitical professionals. The most they will say, is 
what Felipe Medalla's "which is to take а 
second look at the methods by which the official fig- 
ures are arrived at. 

So do the bureaucrats who produce official 
statistics lie? They don't. They merely adjust the 
figures at a later date. 

For example, take past official figures concerning 
GDP growth. The 7.15-percent First Quarter 2004 
GDP growth figure was eventually adjusted to 6.4 
percent, while the 7.10-percent Second Quarter 
2004 GDP growth figure was eventually adjusted to 
6.2 percent. Earlier this year, the government had 


joyfully announced that GDP growth for the First 
Quarter was 6.9 percent, which was already re- 
markable and indeed, a cause for celebration in 
many respects, But more recently it revised the fig- 
ures and said GDP growth was 7.3 percent. With 
these changes, laymen like you and me can surely 
be pardoned by the President for asking why these 
numbers change. 

‘My understanding is that these (earlier) ad- 
justments are understandable, and in fact, the on- 
ly surprising thing is if government didn't adjust 
its figures after scrutinizing them over and over 
again as more data comes in. This doesn't mean 
any deception is automatically involved, either 
prior to, or after, the adjustments. But just as the 
official figures are constantly reexamined by gov- 
ernment itself, economists and other people out- 
side government do the same thing. 

‘And this includes constantly inquiring as to 
how the original and subsequent figures were ar- 
rived at. CV Jugo, a Filipino in Singapore, тай 
tains a very interesting blog called “Placeholder” 
and in one еппу _ бир//сје 
go.blogspot.com/2007/06/philippine-quarter- 
‘gdp-growth-dashboard.html) he pointed to Boo 
‘Chanco pointing to Peter Wallace, who asked the 
painful question of whether or not increased 
smuggling ending up distorting official figures. 

‘Taking into consideration the reality that even 
among the experts, at times furious debates over 
the numbers and.what they mean, can (and 
should!) take place, the President, as the teacher- 
in-chief, can take the lead in welcoming public 
debates on the official figures. 

As it is, it's safe to say that what the President 
announced, her fellow economists are now ana- 
lyzing, because that is what they do, always. 
Sometimes, that includes daring to ask the same 
thing the public always asks: Is anyone lying? 

‘The point is, we should trust the experts, not 
out of blind faith or because their findings, prop- 
erly explained, makes sense even to non-experts, 
but rather because what experts say are constant- 
ly challenged by their fellow experts, too. That's 
the scientific method. 
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Remembering 
Silvino Casillan 


A RETIRED GSIS PENSIONER FROM NAGA CITY, SILVINO 
Casillan, passed away less than two weeks ago after confine- 
ment in the hospital. He was one of several individuals we 
had mentioned in earlier columns. I had never met him but I 
thought his plight was worth bringing to the attention of our 
people. We extend our deep sympathies to the members of 
his family. 


Last — Thursday 
evening, in а 
marathon, no-holds- 
barred ‘encounter 


that ended past 2 
o'clock the following 
morning, Winnie 
Monsod, І, and In- 
Quiz editors sat 
down with GSIS 
President and General Manager Winston Garcia and senior 
members of his staff. The meeting, requested by Garcia, маз 
for the purpose of sorting out issues concerning GSIS opera- 
tions and INquinen coverage of these and other related mat- 
ters. 

At the start, Winston Garcia explained in detail the advan- 
tages of the e-Card system now employed by the GSIS. He ar- 
gued strongly that with all its shortcomings—which he re- 
ferred to as occasional glitches—was a much better system 
than what existed in the past. He cited statistics indicating 
that only a small percentage of GSIS beneficiaries had prob- 
Jems with the system. In her Saturday column, Winnie Mon- 
sod had something to say on this matter that puta cloud over 
the validity of Garcia's claim. 

In the case of complaining public school teachers, Garcia 
revealed that he had asked for DepEd records, offering to ac- 
cept those records in lieu of GSIS figures. Up to now, he said, 
no response has been received from DepEd. 

Garcia pointed out that he is the only president/general 
manager of GSIS to be given a clean bill of health by the 
‘Commission on Audit, a distinction, he said, that none of his 
predecessors share. 

‘On Union Bank: Under constant prodding by Winnie Mon- 
sod, he defended the selection of the Aboitiz family's Union 
Bank as GSIS's depository bank replacing the Land Bank of 
the Philippines. 

The scene on Thursday night, which can best be described 
in terms of a battlefield engagement, had Garcia as a military 
commander under heavy and sustained attacks from a deter- 
mined and well-prepared adversary (Monsod). When sup- 
porting units of the commander joined the action, they, гоо, 
came under withering fire from the opposing forc 

The exchange was fascinating and provided this old sol- 
dier with some insights into the dynamics between govern- 
ment institutions like 051$ and the banking community. The 
Sunday Inguinen story provides more details on the contro 
versy. 

‘Towards the end, Garcia apologized for the shortcomings 
of GSIS, adding that he had put in place strict office orders 
requiring his officials to respond to complaints immediate- 
ly—within 10 working days—or face heavy disciplinary/ad- 
ministrative action. He expressed his determination to cut 
down the “glitches” in the system. 

‘There is something to be said about this type of confer 
ence between government officials and news editors and 
columnists. Unfortunately, they often take place only when 
controversy is at the heart of the meeting. B 

Ona personal note, Garcia informed me that ће was never 
їп Paris in recent weeks. He was in the United States on a 
family vacation. In my last column, 1 implied that he was in 
Paris visiting some night spots. My intel on his whereabouts 
was erroneous. I accept responsibility for that error and ех 
tend my apologies to Mr. Garcia. 

When my parents had me baptized with the name "Ra- 
mon" —my birthday falls on August 31, the Feast Day of San 
Ramon Nonnatus—little did they realize that I would be 
sharing the name and birth date of the most beloved of 
Philippine presidents. August 31 is also the birthday of Jaime 
Cardinal Sin, one of the great leaders of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Asia. 

1п 1953, Ramon Magsaysay won the presidency in a land 
slide victory over Elpidio Quirino. At that time, I was a plebe. 
at the Philippine Military Academy. Even in distant and iso- 
lated Loakan, site of Fort Del Pilar, there was an air of hope 
and confidence in the future, a sense of direction and leader- 
ship against an alien ideology as the new president took of- 
fice. 

When our class graduated, President Magsaysay ordered 
all the new officers to be fielded against Hukbalahap forces 
in the southern Tagalog region that had become a hotbed of 
the insurgency. 


Last Friday, together with other Ramons led by Senator 
Ramon Magsaysay, Jr, Penny and 1 joined a tree-planting 
ceremony at Camp Aguinaldo to mark the centennial of Ra- 
mon Magsaysay's birth. The trees in Camp Aguinaldo, along 
with а hundred thousand others that were being planted in 
various places in the country—places where Ramon 
Magsaysay is remembered with love and gratitude—would 
be called the Ramon Magsaysay Centennial Trees. 

We chose to plant one directly in front of the Camp 
Aguinaldo grandstand and we hope that through the years 
this particular tree will grow not only to provide greenery 
and shade to AFP Headquarters but also serve to remind our 
soldiers that it was a secretary of national defense based in 
what was then known as Camp Murphy that led the nation 
out of a dark period in its history. Magsaysay restored the 
people's trust and confidence in their Armed Forces and in 
the process defeated the forces of an insurgency that at one 
point was at the gates of Manila threatening to take over the 
nation’s capital. 

‘The tree-planting activity brought to mind the famous 
lines by Joyce Kilmer: 


“Ithink that I shall never see. 
А poem as lovely as а tree... 
Poems are made by fools like me 
But only God can make a tree." 


THEY SAID 


Chilling similarity 

“The attitude that this administration has adopted 
on the Jonas Burgos case and, indeed, on the entire is- 
sue of political killings and disappearances—compli- 
ant at worst, uncaring and incompetent at the very 
least—bears a chilling similarity to the (attitude of 
the) authorities that stood by, watched and did noth- 
ing as my father was murdered.” 
Benigno "Noynoy" Aquino II in his first privilege speech as 
p 


na 


God does not compromise 


MY BEING A CATHOLIC, THOUGH PER- 
haps of the unworthy kind, impelled this 
little comment on Patricia Evangelista's 
column re sex education, condoms and 
extra-marital sex. (Iyquinen, 8/26/07) 

Our population growth is alarming, no 
question about that. But we can address 
the problem in a dignified and natural 
way. To pander to the Filipino's sexual ex- 
‘cesses would be to debase him—low as he 
already is with his perceived penchant for 
corruption. I stil dream of a Filipino who, 
despite being poor, remains honorable 
and respectable. 

We just commemorated Mother Tere- 
sa's 10th death anniversary. Her country 
of choice had much more serious popula- 
tion problems than the Philippines. But 
India is on the brink of becoming an eco- 
nomic power even though it did not resort 
to the "plastic device" as an instrument of 
national policy 

Our country can well be like India. 
Women's rights advocates may dismiss 
this proposition as impossible. But with 
God, everything is possible. 
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I vehemently disagree with Evangelista 
that "о preach abstinence in a vacuum 
is not only ineffective, it is irresponsible.” 
Man has a bad side, true, but he also has а 
good side. Extra-marital indiscretion has 
been with us since time immemorial and 
is likely to stay with us. But so have righ- 
teousness, discipline and self-control. 
Men and nations became great, but defi- 
nitely not because of licentiousness. 

‘The assertion that Catholic influence 
has shelved the congressional initiative for 
sex education may not be that factual. 
‘There is no Catholic vote, period. And no 
lawmaker voted for or against a legislative 
‘measure because he or she was Catholic. 

To be sure, a woman does not have ab- 
solute sovereignty over her body. To quote 
from the third chapter of St. Paul's First 
Letter to the Corinthians: “Do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you whom you have 
from God and that you are not your own? 
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For me, it is harc 
јуана је. Шесте — ^ 
tionships have remained a source of em- 
barrassment, shame and scandal. Conse- 
quences have been ruinous and, in count- 
less instances, beyond repair. A law pro- 
moting the use of the condom will not 
improve our lot, let alone our morals. Sex 
populi non est vox Dei. 

Evangelista appears to have intended а 
homily not only for her readers but also 
for God. According to her, “In a situation 
where the voice from ‘above clashes 
against the voice of the people, even God 
has to learn how to compromise." 

‘Sodom and Gomorrah came to mind. So 
did the earthquakes in 1990, the Mount 
Pinabuto eruption, the flash floods in Or- 
moc, Guinsaugon, Dingalan, Daraga, etc. 

As far as 1 know my God, He does not 
‘compromise. Asis obvious in Bible history, 
God will not capitulate to man's weakness- 
es and misadventures. Even if He forgives. 


For you have been purchased at a price. —EFREN C. CARAG, 
Therefore, glorify God in your body" Alatafia St. Tahanan Village, 
Is there a vox populi for contraception? Parañaque City 
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DoE advised: Beware of the nuclear option 


AFEW DAYS AGO, GEN. ANGELO REYES, 
newly appointed energy secretary, made 
ап announcement: He was open to the 
nuclear option. With the looming short- 
age in energy supply, his office would 
study the possibility of using nuclear 
power. 

is innovative approach was immedi- 
ately confirmed by President Macapagal- 


Arroyo. 

Thus the Arroyo administration right 
away reversed a long standing stare policy 
adopted by the government of President 
Corazon Aquino, sustained and respected by 
the Ramos and Estrada administrations. It 
will be recalled that, following Edsa I and 
preponderant public opinion, Aquino moth- 
balled the Bataan Nudear Power Plant. 

As Philippine Permanent Representa- 
tive to the United Nations, including the 
International Atomic Energy Agency in 
Vienna, Austria, from 1986 to 1992, I re- 
ceived congratulations from foreign am- 
bassadors and delegations on that de 
sion of the Aquino administration. 

Nuclear power is not cheap; it is not 
clean either. It is the most dangerous form 


of energy ever harnessed by man. Nuclear 
wastes are radioactive or toxic for genera- 
tions, The primordial concern ofthe inter- 
national community, therefore, is: Where 
do nuclear nations safely store their nu- 
clear wastes—deep in the bowels of the 
earth, inside rocky mountains, beneath 
the ocean floor, ог in containers perpetu- 
ally orbiting in the atmosphere? 

Unless and until the Arroyo adminis- 
tration has developed a formula for fool- 
proof storage of nuclear wastes, we sin- 
cerely urge it not to embark on a monu- 
mental folly. After ай, the Philippines has 
other sources of energy—renewable and 
clean, like solar, hydro, wind, waves. 

‘And we understand that there is, at pre- 
sent, sufficient energy for the country. The 
independent power suppliers during the 
term of President Fidel Ramos initiated the 
program. Of course, it is the systems of pow- 
er lines which are grossly inefficient, inade- 
quate or antiquated, It is time that the Ar- 
Toyo administration addressed this anomaly. 

—NELSON D. LAVINA, 
ambassador (ret.), 
nlavina2@fastmail.fm 


imagine the sheer pleasure of purer living 


iuch'- -hnes: you coule sery wol 


consuming your food straight from tho 
ошо Sps.ial pertect-fit design in the Coolever Zone eliminates gaps. maintaining 
эрта! freshness by locking in the humidity. The entra ontainer is cooled from 
the outside, preventing direct contact with harsh temperatures that could damage 
ind wither tire vegetables -ontained. What's more, the Silver Nano Deodoriser 
4 ters: odour particles. breaking them down to keep your fridge smelling oleam always 
i t's the little (гез. ideas that make а hiq.uifference. With Samsung's new fridges, 
not thai hard to imagine. www.samsung.com/ph 


UP-ASP commissioned 
to lower Huluga’s value 


THE CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY HISTORICAL 
and Cultural Commission (HISCCOM) is com- 
posed of people chosen by former Mayor Vi- 
cente Y. Emano, who is now vice mayor. Its 
main job is to protect Emano, 

Our organization, the Heritage Conservation 
Advocates (HCA), issued a manifesto of protest 
against Emano in 2001 when he was still рі 
ning to destroy the Huluga archaeological site. 
HISCCOM was silent. It also didn't protest 
‘when Emano bulldozed Huluga in 2003. 

That year, HCA filed a case against Emano 
and his contractor UKC Builders Inc. This year, 
HCA told the public about the quarrying and 
treasure-hunting in Huluga. We had a meeting 
with the new mayor, Constantino Jaraula, who 
called us “authorities.” He is for heritage 
preservation. HISCCOM has only issued pro- 
paganda. 

Under pressure, Emano and HISCCOM 
commissioned the University of the Philip- 
pines-Archaeological Studies Program (UP- 
ASP) in 2004 to produce a report that would 
attempt to decrease the archaeological value 
of Huluga. This goal is indicated by three ma 
Joracts: 

First, UP-ASP violated the archaeological 
code of ethics by not consulting local histori 
ans, sociologists, anthropologists and the аг. 
chaeologist Dr. Erlinda Burton, who used to 
‘work with the famous British-Kenyan агећас 
ologist Louis S.B. Leakey. UP-ASP didn't even 
consult the people who claimed ownership of 
the land it excavated. 

Second, UP-ASP ignored а “midden” known 
to UPASP and the National Museum since 
2003. А midden is an ancient garbage site, ex- 
tremely critical to archaeological work. UP- 
ASP also ignored the fossils and artifacts found 
оп Huluga surface by НСА in 2003, such as the 
whale harpoon head, which has a National 
‘Museum accession number of X-1991-02:484. 
For a detailed discussion of this issue, search 
"elizaga trash archaeology’ in Google. My arti- 
leis in mindanews.com. 

‘Third, UP-ASP made a confusing conclusion 
when it declared Huluga “a habitation site, but 
unlikely a settlement site.” These terms are 
synonymous in archaeology. One only has to 
check wwvireference-wordsmith.com by lexi- 
cographer, linguist and registered professional 
archaeologist Dr. Barbara Ann Kipfer. 

Instead of filing a case against UP-ASP for 
doing unethical and unscientific work disad- 
vantageous to the people of the Philippines, 
HISCCOM keeps repeating the UPASP gob- 
bledygook like a bloated parrot. 

—HLSON T ELIZAGA, 
Heritage Conservation Advocates, 
elsongelizaga.net 


Corrupt anti-graft units 


“BIG-TIME GRAFT ON THE RISE" AND 
“Watchdog to gov't: where's big fish" —front- 
page news stories of the INQUIRER last Aug. 1 
and2. 

Even without reading completely the news 
items, I found the headlines perfectly correct, 
absolutely accurate, and more than selfex- 
planatory of the actual graft situation in the 
country, notwithstanding government offi- 
cials’ claims to the contrary. 

It is not true that there is less graft and cor- 
ruption in the Philippines because even offices 
(e.g. the Office of the Ombudsman and the 
Commission on Audit) tasked to arrest the 
problem are infested with corrupt officials and 
personnel. These supposed independent consti 
tutional offices are actually dens of corruption. 

If they want evidence to prove corruption in 
their offices, numerous public reports about 
corruption should make for strong circumstan- 
tial evidence, aside from the other pieces of ev- 
idence in my possession. 

—LIGORIO GM NAVAL, 
1148 Айта, Bacoor, Cavite 


An incredible charge 


OF THE MANY CRIMES THE ARROYO AD- 
ministration ascribes to Jose Ma. Sison, it has 
chosen the most incredible to dupe the Dutch 
It requires extraordinary credulity to believe 
that Sison ordered the killing of several per- 
sons in Leyte while he was imprisoned in 
Metro Manila by the Marcos dictatorship. 

Why is this case raised only now, more than 
two decades after the alleged murders? Is it to 
divert attention from the deepening legitimacy 
crisis of the Arroyo regime? 

FRANCISCO NEMENZO, 

former president, 

University of the Philippines, 

Diliman, Quezon City 
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Japan firms demand P500M from BCDA 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT—A JAPANESE 
consortium has continued to press 
payment of P500 million from the 
Bases Conversion Development 
Authority for its work on the 44- 
km Pampanga-Tarlac side of the 
Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway 
even as audits showed defects on 
those parts of the project. 


The financial claims by the Hazama-Tai- 
sei-Nippon Steel Joint Venture (HTN) have 
not been paid because these are still the 
subject of an arbitration case between the 
BCDA and HTN, BCDA president Narciso 
Abaya told the Inquirer on Saturday. 

HTN is seeking P200 million for "accelera- 
Чоп cost,” P200 million for pending claim, and 
P100 million for variation and change order as 
of May 2007, a copy of a letter by HTN project 
‘manager Kunio Kimata to Abaya and BCDA ex- 
ecutive vice president Isaac Puno Ш showed. 

‘The Inguirce obtained the letter, received by 
the BCDA on June 15, from the Advocacy for 
the Development of Central Luzon (ADCL), a 
multisectoral watchdog monitoring the SCTEX. 

Built on a P23.06 billion loan from the 
Japanese government and P4 billion from 
the BCDA, this highway traversing the west- 
ern boundary of Central Luzon connects the 
Subic and Clark freeports and the Luisita In- 
dustrial Park, making the seaport and the 
two airports there accessible by just an hour. 

‘The link was made in line with President 


Macapagal-Arroyo's vision to transform the 
two freeports into "Southeast Asia's best lo- 
gistics hub." 

Economist Bernardo Villegas said the SCTEX 
boosted Central Luzon's chance as a “little Chi- 
та” 

But the construction of the SCTEx has been 
snagged by delays, with Japanese contractors 
complaining of late access to project sites. 

The Kajima-Obayashi-JFE Engineering 
and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd. Joint 
Venture (KOJM), the Japanese contractor 
on the 50-km Bataan-Pampanga side, was 
given a four-month extension up to March 
2008 to catch up with works that were 
nearly 85-percent complete as of Aug. 31. 

‘Abaya said the BCDA board was not keen 


Barangay execs on 3rd 
terms can’t run in polls 


By Joey А. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE DEPARTMENT OF 
the Interior and Local Government in East- 
ern Visayas reminded that barangay offi 
cials who are serving their third and last 
term are no longer eligible to run for the 
same posts in October. 

The clarification was issued by the DILG 
here amid queries by incumbent barangay 
officials serving their last terms if they are 
covered by the three-term prohibition. 

“Elective barangay officials are covered by 
the three-term limit like the elective provin- 
cial, city and municipal officials,” said DILG-8 
information officer Myles Joseph Colasito. 

He said the term limit of barangay chair- 
men and council members was set under Sec- 
tion 2 of Republic Act 9164 which was passed 


TirermaliBinding/Machi ne 


by Congress in 2002. The law refers to the 
supposed elections of barangay and SK offi- 
cials on that year but did not push through 
due to budgetary constraints, which resulted 
to the extension of the terms of the barangay 
and Sangguniang Kabataan officials. 

The Commission on Elections has set оп 
Oct. 29 this year the conduct of the baran- 
gay and SK elections. 

With the clarification, Colasito said offi- 
cials now serving their last term should no 
longer entertain the thought of filing their 
certificates of candidacy for the posts they 
were about to vacate. 

However, these incumbent officials covered 
by the prohibition could still run if they seek a 
different position, said Tacloban City opera- 
tions officer Adoracion Peregrino. 

Peregrino said 43 of the 138 barangay chair- 
persons in Tacloban are serving their last term. 
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on paying the acceleration cost demanded by 
HTN because the project engineer has found 
this to be “unacceptable and unwarranted.” 

"The reason is very simple. How can [HTN] 
claim acceleration [cost] when it is late? It 
said it mobilized additional machines and per- 
sonnel but these should not be charged to the 
ВСРА because it is their fault that they in- 
curred slippage [delay),” Abaya said. 

The acceleration cost is not among the 
items stated in HTN's original P8.5-billion 
contract, according to an INQUIRER source 


involved in Subic and Clark projects. 
Payments for the two items are not coming 
soon until HTN has submitted documents 
supporting the claims for P300 million. 
"Our consultants have no bases yet го as- 


STRONG RAINS 
‘erode these portions 
of the Subic-Clark- 

Tarlac Expressway in 


Clark. 
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sess and validate [the claims],” Abaya said. 

Kimata declined to confirm the P500 mil- 
lion “request for settlement of pending pay- 
ment" when interviewed after BCDA offi- 
cials gave Pampanga officials and ADCL 
members a project briefing on Saturday. 

Tn his letter, however, he said the "cost suf- 
fered by us for the above acceleration mea- 
sures should be compensated appropriately.” 

“То recover the delay caused by the fac- 
tors beyond the contractor's responsibility, 
the contractor has been required to work 
with nearly double work force in equip- 
ment and [man] power in order to main- 
tain [the] same productivity even in [the] 
rainy season as [the] dry season,” he said. 


‘Late site possession’ 

In the same letter, he attributed the delay 
to “late site possession” of the spur road 
connected to the North Luzon Expressway, 
to the interventions by the Mabalacat 
(Pampanga) and Concepcion (Tarlac) local 
governments, and to right-of-way problems 
arising from the agrarian and labor dis- 
putes at the Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac. 

Kimata said the "late approval” of the BCDA. 
on the kind of filling materials to be used, later 
agreed to be lahar topped with mountain soil 
caused a “big delay” on the schedule. 

“1п the original schedule, we had expect- 
ed to start this work from November 2005 
аз approved by the engineer. However, we 
could make a full swing activity only after 
October 2006. We entirely had lost one dry 
season,” Kimata said. 

Lawyer Regina Salvi Lapuz, head of the 
BCDA contracts management department, said 
HTN was ordered to redo a 52,5-meter span on 
M.A. Roxas Highway in Clark because that part 
was “short of the [required] thickness." 
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turbance caused by seismic explo- 
rations due to the presence of 
cetacean species which are sensi- 
tive to sonar" 

Aquino proposed the estab- 
lishment of a buffer area of at 
least 10 nautical miles around 
the Jessie Beazley. 

“Seismic explorations caused 
by compressed air fired from 
the water surface during explo- 
ration activities can cause a lot 
of damage to Jessie Beazley, 
which is now just recovering 
since it was acquired by the 
park in 2006," he added. 

SC 61 is one of the 28 
petroleum service contracts 
awarded by the DOE to explo- 
ration companies. In a presenta- 
tion to the provincial board on 
the status of these service con- 
tracts last month, the depart- 
ment noted that Burgundy Glob- 
al was planning to conduct more 
seismic surveys there next year. 


will affect marine life inside the 
park," Songco told the INQUIRER. 

‘The Tubbataha Reefs, a pair of 
giant atolls teeming with marine 
life in the middle of the Sulu Sea, 
was designated a Unesco World 
Heritage Site as it represents а 
nique example of pristine atoll 
reef, with a very high diversity of 
fish, It was expanded as a protected 
area on Aug. 23, 2006, under Presi- 
dential Proclamation No. 1126. 

Now covering a total area of 
96,828 hectares, the park is lo- 
cated 92 nautical miles south- 
east of this city. 

Songco said the Jessie Beazley 
Reef on the outer edge of the park 
was also covered under SC 61. 

The reefis “an important source 
and sink area of the park," said Dr 
Тепу Aquino, a marine mammal 
specialist and consultant of the 
Tubbataha Management Office. “It 
is a very productive area for ma- 
rine Ше and is very sensitive to dis- 


By Redempto Anda 
i Inquirer Southern Luzon 


{PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—OF- 
ficials of the world-famous sea 
„sanctuary, Tubbataha Reefs Na- 
tional Marine Park, yesterday 
asked the Department of Ener- 
gy to exclude over 15,000 
hectares of its protected waters 
“from oil and gas exploration. 
Angelique Songco, park man- 
ager, said the management 
board approved a resolution 
asking the DOE to resolve the 
overlapping boundaries of the 
countrys largest marine park 
and Service Contract 61 which 
it awarded to Burgundy Global 
Exploration Corp. in July 2006. 
“We are very much concerned 
that an important area covered 
by the expanded Tubbataha park 
overlaps with an oil and gas con- 
cession, which means seismic 
exploration activities can and 
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NPA CAMP SEIZED IN QUEZON 


RAFF LER 


Scout Rangers burn the Communist flag which they found after seizing a New People’s Army 
‘camp in Sitio Madarik, Barangay Umiray, General Nakar, Quezon, The camp has 10 huts, six 
guard posts, a firing range and a basketball court. 


Tayabas Bay fishers salvage 
century-old logs, artifacts 


LUCENA CITY—TAYABAS BAY FISHERMEN 
in the Bondoc Peninsula area are busy not 
with harvesting marine wealth but with the 
retrieval of artifacts, which include different 
sizes of logs believed to be more than 100 
years old, from an ancient shipwreck. 

Zenaida Bernal, marine program officer of 
Tenggol Kalikasan-Southern Tagalog, said the 
pieces of century-old log of still undetermined 
species and with different sizes were being 
sold to buyers for P20 to P40 per board foot. 

"We were told that some of the old bur still 
usable logs are 26 meters long,” Bernal said. 

Citing police reports, she said the author- 
ities had already intercepted two jeeploads 
of century-old logs that were about to be 
smuggled out of the province to be sold in 
antique shops in Manila. 

Pieces of antique logs command a premi- 
um price from rich collectors. 

‘The salvaging of old logs has been going 
in the parts of Tayabas Bay fronting Unisan, 
Padre Burgos, General Luna and Pitogo 
towns, according to Bernal. 

She said they were informed by Bantay 
Kalikasan volunteers in the area that the re- 
trieval of ancient logs had been going on for 
the past four months. 

“However, one of the fishermen volunteered 
the information that three years ago, his fishing 
met got stuck at the bonom of the seas. When 
һе dived to retrieve it, he found out that the net 
жаз entangled in a big ship anchor lying below 
and tied into a big piece of wood,” Bernal said. 

“The fisherman admitted to us that he 
sold the ancient anchor for an unspecified 
amount,” she said. 


‘The recovery of ancient logs at the bot- 
tom of the sea was being manually done. 

‘Armed with iron bars, the fishermen 
search for logs or whatever valuable items 
in the sea bed, especially during low tide by 
sticking the bar in the muddy floor. 

Once they hit solid mass, digging comes 
next. 

The diggers breathe through plastic 
pipes from an air compressor. 

‘The fishermen use several steel drums, 
which they rent for P150-P200 a дау, as floaters 
for the salvaging of the logs, said Bernal. 

Some of the diggers, according to her, were 
fortunate to salvage ancient China wares and 
jars in the seas fronting Unisan town. 

“The government should look into this ongo- 
ing salvaging of ancient relics, They must be 
preserved by competent people. The artifacts 
are part of the country's rich culture,” she said. 

In 2004, a sunken wreck believed to be 
from the 12th century was discovered 30 
meters deep on a muddy bottom in the wa- 
ters fronting Unisan. 

The wreck reportedly yielded pieces of 
broken jars, plates, and other utensils. 

‘The divers theorized that the vessel sank 
on its way back to China after trading with 
the people of Unisan, which used to be 
called Kalilayan. 

Unisan local officials boasted that their 
town could be the oldest in the country. 

‘They claimed that the town is now 486 
years old, having been established in 1521, 
the same year that Ferdinand Magellan dis- 
covered the Philippines. Delfin T. Mallari 
Jr., Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Foreign mining firms applying 
for exploration in Negros Oriental 


DUMAGUETE CITY—SEVERAL FOREIGN 
firms have shown interest in conducting 
mining explorations in Negros Oriental, ас- 
cording to provincial legal officer Erwin 
Vergara. 

Mining firms from Australia, Singapore 
and China have separately applied for a 
permit to conduct exploration in Basay, a 
town about 130 kilometers south of here, 
he said. 

‘These mining companies, which he de- 
clined to identify, would like to look into 
the gold and copper deposits in Basay. 

Community Environment and Natural 
Resources Officer Charlie Fabre affirmed 
that a number of foreign companies have 
filed for exploration permits before the 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) re- 
gional office based in Cebu. 

Vergara said it was possible that other 
mining firms would also become interested 


in doing exploration in the towns of Amlan, 
San Jose, Pamplona and Manjuyod because 
these localities have deposits of iron ore, 
sulfur and manganese, 

Gov. Emilio Macias II said he would not 
object to any exploration for as long as 
these firms would address environmental 
protection issues. 

Vergara noted that mining firms renewed 
their interest in the Philippines because of 
the earlier decision of the Supreme Court 
upholding the constitutionality of the Min- 
ing Act of 1995 and the willingness of the 
Arroyo administration to allow these firms 
to invest in the country. 

The growing demand in the world mar- 
ket of minerals from China and other coun- 
tries also fueled the interest of mining firms 
to look for potential mining sites in the 
Philippines, Vergara said. 

Romy G. Amarado, Inquirer Visayas 


The GoNegosyo Caravan 
is on the move and is off to 
key cities all over the 
Philippines. And its next stop 
is the thriving city of Manila. 


n 
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ONE OF THE four winning lottery tickets 


was sold at this store in the southern town of 


Villas, New Jersey. 


» 
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From page Al 
The odds that any ticket would 
match all five numbers—8, 18, 22, 
40 and 44—and the Mega Ball 
number—ll—drawn on Friday 
night were one in 176 million. 

ТЕ estimates of the jackpot hold 
true, it would be the fourth-largest in 
the loterys history A $363-million 
jackpot was awarded in 2000 and an- 
other $331 million in 2002. In March, 
two winners shared the record $390- 
million Mega Millions jackpot. 

According to preliminary calcula- 
tions, each winning ticket in the lat- 
est lottery would be worth about 
$82 million if the prize were taken 
in 26 annual payments. If taken in 
one lump sum payment, the payout 
would be $48,615,188. 

Maryland lottery officials deliv- 
егей a large but fake $330-million 
check to Walther Liquors on Satur- 


дау, and Michael Leggett, son of 
owners Christine and John 
Ebmeier, posed with it for photos. 
“Business was slammin™ as people 
bought tickets for Friday's drawing, ac- 
cording to Leggett. He, his girlfriend 
and his parents sold 875 tickets on Fri- 
day, up from an average of about 200. 
State Lottery Director Buddy 
Roogow said whoever bought the win- 
ning ticket at Walther Liquors pur- 
chased five quick-pick tickets, in which 
the numbers are automatically select- 
ed by computer, costing a total of $5. 
"you have a better chance of being 
hit by lightning at the same place and 
time every day for a week" than win- 
ning Mega Millions, Roogow said. 
For selling the winning ticket, 
Walther Liquors will receive a 
$25,000 commission. 
Virginia's winning ticket was sold at 
Ducks Comer Food and Gas in Buck- 


ingham, a small, close-knit town. 

"Everyone is excited,” Ducks Cor- 
ner owner Evelyn Trekas said by 
telephone. “A lot of people up here 
don't have a whole lot of money, so I 
hope it's somebody who can use it 
and enjoy” 

New Jersey's winning ticket was 
sold at Blitz's Villas Market in the 
southern town of Villas. “We're just 
in disbelief right now,” said Nick Di- 
Renzo, son of the market's owner. 

The winning ticket from Texas was 
sold ata Kroger store in Houston. 

In addition to the grand prize 
winners, 36 players matched all five 
numbers but not the Mega Ball 
number. They will receive second 
prizes of $250,000 each. 

Mega Millions tickets are also 
sold in California, Georgia, Ilinois, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New 
York, Ohio and Washington. АР 


A 


4 tickets in 4 states win $330-M jackpot 
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ESSERE. Ез 
is better than CURE. 


We make Ife better! 


www.absherb.com.ph 


We’ re in the business of 


aving lives. 


Facts you need to know about breastfeeding. 


Breastfeeding is the single 
most cost-effective measure 
to prevent child deaths. 


Worldwide, scientific experts agree that 
breastfeeding saves lives. 


According to the Lancet Child Survival 
Series 2003!, 19% of all underfive 
deaths worldwide can be prevented 
through optimal breastfeeding and 
complementary feeding. 


Optimal breastfeeding means: 


m initiate breastfeeding within an hour 
after birth 


® exclusive breastfeeding for six months 


m continue breastfeeding while giving 
safe, affordable and indigenous 
complementary foods, for two years 
and beyond 


In the Philippines, about 82,000 
underfive children die every year. 
‘Therefore, optimal breastfeeding could 
prevent 16,000 deaths yearly. 


Globally, optimal breastfeeding can 
prevent 1.3 million child deaths. 


"The Lancet is the world's leading independent 
medical journal. Founded 180 years ago, The Lancet 
is an authoritative voice in global medicine. "Our 
commitment to international health ensures that 
research and analysis from all regions of the world is 
widely covered" (www thelancet.com/abou). 


Department of Health 


Compared to breastfed 
children, formula-fed 
children have increased 
risks for sickness, death and 
lower IQ. 


Compared to breastfed babies, formula- 
fed babies have: 


= a five-fold risk of diarrhoea? and 167- 
fold risk of pneumonia’ — two of the 
main causes of deaths among Filipino 
children 


= 40-50% increased risk of developing 
asthma and wheeze“ 


п IQ 37 points lower, up to adulthood? 


Even in developed countries with good 
hygiene and clean water, breastfed 
babies һай: 


= 50% reduction of acute ear infection 


B= 64% reduction in the risks of non- 
specific gastroenteritis 


E 72% reduction in the risk of 
hospitalization due to lower 
respiratory tract diseases 


2 Popkin BM ot al. Breastfeeding and diarrheal 
morbidity. Pediatrics. 1990 Dec: 86(6): 874-82; 


? Leon-Cava N. Quantifying the benefits of 
breastfeeding: A summary of the evidence. Pan 
American Health Organization: 2002; Edmond КМ, 
Zandoh C, Quigley MA, Pediatrics. 2006: 177:380- 
384; Cesar JA, Vicioria CG, Barros FC et al. Impact 
ог breastfeeding on admission for pneumonia during 
postneonatal period in Brazil: Nested case-control 
study. British Medical Journal 1999: 318:1316-20. 


“Dell S, To T. Breastfeeding and asthma in young 
children. Archives of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine. 
2001:155:1261-1265; and, Oddy WH et al. Maternal 
asthma, infant feeding, and the risk for asthma in 
childhood. Journal of Allergy and Clinical immunology. 
2002:110:65-67. 


* WHO, Evidence on the long-term effects of 
breastfeeding: systematic reviews and meta-analysis, 
2007. 


* Tufts-New England Medical Center Evidence-Based 
Practice Center, 2007) 


e 


World Health Organization 


More children in the 
Philippines should receive 
the benefits of optimal 
breastfeeding. 


"The National Demographic and 
Health Survey (NDHS) provides the 
most accurate means of measuring 


breastfeeding. In 2003 NDHS': 


The World Health Assembly recognizes 
that the marketing of breastmilk 
substitutes requires special treatment, 
because of “the vulnerability of infants 
... and the risks involved in inappropriate 
feeding practices”. 


The Philippines is a member of the 
World Health Assembly and a signatory 
of the International Code of Marketing 
of Breast-milk Substitutes. 


7 National Statistics Office (Philippines) and ORC 
Macro, 2004. National Demographic and Health 
Survey 2003. 


*WHO. International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk 
‘Substitutes, 1981. 


United Nations Children's Fund 


13.5% of infants are never breastfed 
— making the Philippines the worst 
compared to 56 countries. 


54% of women breastfeed within 1 
hour of birth. Again, this is one of 
the lowest breastfeeding initation 
rates in the world. 


By 4-5 months, only 16% are 
exclusively breastfed, 


39% of infants use infant formula in 
the first year of life. Of these, 28% 
belong to families living on less than 
P100 a day. 


ДЕ 


Frompage Al 
ing circulated at this week's Арес 
meeting in Sydney calls on mem- 
bers to voluntarily make “measur- 
able and verifiable contributions to 
meeting shared global goals,” ac- 
cording to a draft obtained by envi- 
ronmental group Greenpeace and 
seen by The Associated Press. 
"What I would like to see the 
Арес meeting in Sydney do is devel- 
ор a consensus on the post-Kyoto 
international framework that at- 
tracts participation by all emitters,” 
Howard said, adding that each 
member country should not be 
bound by the same restrictions. 
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“You cannot expect a country like 
China to accept precisely the same 
constraints or discipline as a coun- 
try like Germany or the United 
Kingdom,” he said. "Their 
economies are at vastly different 
stages of development, and that has 
always been the fundamental 
weakness of the Kyoto approach.” 


$57.7-M pledge 
The prime minister also pledged 
US$57.7 million to global climate 
change efforts, including US$12.8 
million to a forestry management 
program backed by China. 
Howard's climate change ini- 
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tiative has already drawn 
protests from environmentalists 
who say it is an empty strategy 
designed to protect Australia's 
coal export industry. Police ar- 
rested 11 Greenpeace activists 
yesterday for painting anti-Apec 
slogans on a coal ship in the port 
of Newcastle, 170 kilometers 
north of Sydney. 

Critics also claim that Howard, а 
former climate change skeptic who 
is facing a tough reelection cam- 
paign, has placed the issue on 
Аресз agenda to assuage voters’ 
concems about his environmental 
credentials. The election will likely 


Two exciting deals from Canon EOS! 


1,1. very purchase of on EOS 4000 body or kit entitles the customer to (1) one free 

168 compact flash cord, 

1:2' Free itom must be claimed at authorized dealer outlets upon 
_ Verification of purchase. 

13 Only official Canon products ого covered by this 


ШИШИК 


12: Avail a 25% discount for selected Canon EF lenses for purchases: within the promo 
period of September 1. Soptember 30, 2007. 
2.2: Only locally purchased products with official warrant 
Products must be purchased from author 
2:3 The lens sale is available only at the following dealers: Camerahaus, JT Photoworld, 
Аубтив Photo, Infomax, Canon DZone, Canon DHub, Techead Enterprises & Colours 


iy sro eligible for the salo: 
d Canon dealers only. 


EF 1635mm 1/28 L USM I 


EF 1740mm f/4 LUSM 


EF 2470mm {/2.8 L USM 


EF 24- 105mm /4 LISU 


EF 28-105mm (/3.54.5 USM I 
EF 26-135mm (/3.55.6 ISU 
EF $17-85mm 456 ISU 

EF S1022mm [/3.54.5 USM 


EF 17.55m /2.8 SU 


5,800 К 
29,500 

50,500 
47,000 
8,500 
16,000 
23,500 
27,000 
45.000 


88988 
белга CLUB COS 


69888 cenon.com-phicuibeos 


JT 


Per DTI : NCR Permit No. 4180, Series of 2007. 


wom [ы 
m mmm Flee 


AIR.COM 


[mS 


g 


anon Marketing (Руан е. 2 ann Pua, 2153 Don Cuno Aac Arenao cot УА Oy 30:80 Ров - Mineman тст 


want тиф hina авон Sor. 


men 


Cebu 


AFLAG of the Asia-Pacific Economic 


забуне 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Cooperation forum is displayed at the Арес 
venue in Sydney. желез 


be later this year. 

The sprawling Арес region, which in- 
cludes the world’s three biggest emitters of 
greenhouse gases—China, the United 
States and Russia—accounts for roughly 
half of global trade and 56 percent of the 
world economy. 

To support his initiative, Howard re- 
leased a report by a government research 
body, the Australian Bureau of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics, saying Apec 
economies accounted for 58 percent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions in 2004. 
That figure would be 130 percent higher by 
2050 if members take no action to cut 
them, the report said. 


The report highlighted the potential of 
new and more efficient technologies to 
combat climate change, ideas Howard has 
said should be given more attention. 

Separately, senior Apec officials began 
putting the finishing touches on a declata- 
tion on trade and other issues, which will 
be passed on to government ministers for 
approval in the middle of the week. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 


No climate change targets at Apec-Howard 


The officials first discussed how to bol- 
ster the faltering Doha round of global 
trade talks, and were then expected to dis- 
cuss existing barriers to trade and prospects 
for а region-wide free-trade agreement, 
Australian officials said. 

This year's summit will take place Sept. 
8-9 at the Sydney Opera House, overlook- 
ing the city's scenic harbor, amid threats of 
terrorism and violent protests. 


‘Fortress Sydney’ 

A massive steel and concrete wall 
arose around key sections of Australia's 
largest city—called “Fortress Syd- 
ney'—as senior officials put the final 
touches to preparations for the 21-mem- 
ber Арес summit. 

The wall, which snakes through Sydney's 
tourist center and around harborfront con- 
ference venues, is designed to keep 
protesters at bay and block potential car or 
truck bombings. 

Howard acknowledged yesterday that 
security and terrorism would be discussed 
in bilateral meetings. 

A strong supporter of the US-led cam- 
paign in Iraq, Howard told a news confer- 
ence this would be the case particularly in 
his talks with Bush. 


Trilateral summit. 

Australia, the United States and Japan 
will hold their first trilateral summit on the 
sidelines of the Apec talks, when Bush and 
Howard meet with Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter Shinzo Abe. 

‘The Saturday morning breakfast meeting 
is expected to focus on security issues and 
include discussion on North Korea's nuclear 
disarmament and China's military buildup. 

Howard defended the unprecedented 
level of security in Sydney, saying: “If peo- 
ple didn't threaten violence they wouldn't 
be necessary" 

Арес groups Australia, Brunei, Canada, 
Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, 
Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, United States 
and Vietnam. Reports from АР AFP 


Choice of costume ... 


From page Al 
tume in a country with no national dress. 

Skimpy swimwear, thongs (flip flops) 
and hats with dangling corks seem out of 
the question for the likes of New Zealand 
Prime Minister Helen Clark and Philippine 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The world is also unlikely to see US Presi- 
dent George W. Bush or Russian President 
Viadimir Putin in the blue singlet and 
shorts ensemble long favored by millions of 
working Australian men. 

One answer is to focus on Australia's 
farming heritage and incorporate a broad- 
brimmed Akubra hat with a long, oilskin 
Driza-bone coat favored by rugged moun- 
tain men in movies such as “The Man from 
Snowy River.” 

But hats may obscure the faces of the digni- 
aries in the all-important summit photograph 
and the earthy brown coats may look rather 
dull against the backdrop of Sydney Harbor 

“We really don't have a national cos- 
tume,” said Australian Fashion Week 
founder Simon Locke. 


Akubra hat, Driza-bone 
“Certainly there's been iconic pieces of 
clothing associated with Australia over the 
years. The obvious ones are the Akubra hat, 
the Driza-bone and Blunstone boots.” 
Locke said the importance of Australia's 


surfwear exports could ensure the presi- 
dents and prime ministers attending the fo- 
ram soon own some impressive beachwear. 

“Australia should be projecting an image 
of itself as cool and contemporary,” Locke 
told Agence France Presse. “бо perhaps a 
pair of Quick Silver board shorts.” 

Prime Minister John Howard, known for 
conducting his morning walks in an Aus- 
tralian rugby team jersey, is keeping mum 
about the outfit except to say it will be "dis- 
tinctly Australian.” 


Less elaborate 

Butconsensus is building that the match- 
ing outfits will be less elaborate than last 
year's traditional Viernamese ao dai, an ele- 
gant calf-length silk tunic associated with 
the country's imperial past. 

One Australian official has already said 
the budget for the outfits is modest. 

Whatever the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- 
operation leaders are asked to wear, they 
can blame former US President Bill Clinton 
who instigated the practice in Seattle in 
1993 after а bout of unseasonably cold 
weather called for warm clothing. 

Since then, leaders have donned every- 
thing from bright Batik prints in Indonesia, 
to aviator jackets in Canada to elaborate 
silk overcoats in South Korea for the group 
photo. АЕР 
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MOTHER TERESA. 


REUTERS 


camped out under umbrellas 
and tents on a vast, dusty field 
on the Adriatic coast, that it was 
up to them to urgently save the 
planet from development that 
had often ignored “nature’s del- 
icate equilibrium.” 

"Before it's too late, we need 
to make courageous choices 
that will recreate а strong al- 
liance between man and Earth," 
Benedict said in his homily. “We 
need a decisive ‘yes’ to care for 
creation and a strong commit- 
ment to reverse those trends 
that risk making the situation of 
decay irreversible.” 

He said water, in particular, 
was a “precious” resource that 
needed to be preserved since “it 
unfortunately becomes a source 
of strong tensions and conflicts 
if it isn’t shared in an equitable 
and peaceful manner.” 

Benedict has been on some- 
thing of a green campaign of 
late, lamenting just this past 
week the environmental impact 
of recent forest fires in Italy and 
Greece. During his recent sum- 
mer vacation in the mountains, 
he spoke frequently about the 
importance of nature—God' 
creation—in rekindling spiritu- 
ality. 

Under Benedict, the Vati- 
can has been taking some 
concrete — steps toward 
greater environmental sus- 
tainability. It has joined a re- 
forestation project aimed at 
offsetting its carbon dioxide 
emissions, and has also said it 
was installing photovoltaic 
cells on the roof of its main 
auditorium to convert sun- 
light into electricity. 

‘An estimated 500,000 people 
turned out for Benedict's Mass. 
Most of the young pilgrims 
spent the night camped out on 


As dawn rose over Sunday, 
the field appeared to be а great 
multicolored mosaic, with par- 
ticipants donning the brightly 
colored hats provided by orga- 
nizers to shade them from the 
blistering sun. 


Crisis in family 

On Saturday, Benedict told 
the young pilgrims he was pray- 
ing a crisis in traditional family 
values doesn't become an irre- 
versible failure, urging them to 
have faith that they can succeed 
in marriage even though so 
many others had failed. 

“There is so much failure of 
love all around us,” he said 
“How many couples don't suc- 
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silence of God,” Benedict said in 
unprepared remarks. "Even 
Mother Teresa, with all her 
charity and force of faith, suf- 
fered from the silence of God.” 

He said believers sometimes 
had to withstand the silence of 
God in order to understand the 
situation of people who do not 
believe. 


The ethnic Albanian nun, 


Pope urges youth 
to save planet Earth 


among you, have seen their par- 
ents separate and divorce?" 
‘After hearing young people's 
stories about their broken 
homes and living on the periph- 
ery of society, he assured them 
that he and the entire Roman 
Catholic Church were praying 
"that the crisis that is affecting 
families today doesn't become 
an irreversible failure." 
Benedict has frequently de- 
cried the collapse of family val- 
wes and has spoken of the need 
to support "traditional" mar- 
riage between man and wom- 
an. The Italian bishops confer- 
ence—which organized the ral- 
ју—ћаз mounted a major cam- 
paign to support traditional 
fomilies and oppose proposed 
Italian legislation giving same- 
sex couples several legal rights. 
The Pope told the crowd to 
have faith that God would help. 
them, even though they may 
ask themselves how they could 
succeed in marriage where their 
friends and families had failed. 


Role of youth 

“Do not be afraid," he said, 
repeating a phrase often used 
by Pope John Paul Il. 

As the sun set on the crowd 
gathered in a field in front of 
him, Benedict told attendees: 
“It is the role of youth to change 
the world." 

At the Pope's side was Fr. Gi- 
ancarlo Bossi, the priest who 
survived more than a month in 
the hands of bandits in the 
Philippines. Blind opera singer 
Andrea Bocelli was also in at- 
tendance, performing Ave 
Maria. 

‘After speaking to the crowd, 
Benedict went to pray before 
the shrine of the Virgin Mary, 
known as the Holy House. 


she would bear Jesus. Legend 
has it that angels miraculously 
transported the structure from 
the Holy Land, where it had 
come under threat during the 
turmoil of the Crusades, and 
brought it to the Loreto area in 
1294. 

The Loreto meeting is the 
first of three meetings, taking 
place annually sponsored by 
Italian bishops designed to rein- 
vigorate Italian Catholic youth. 
It is also Italy's warm-up for 
World Youth Day, the Church's 
major international youth festi- 
val, which will be held July 15- 
20, 2008, in Sydney, Australia. 

Benedict is expected to go to 
Sydney for that gathering, АР 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


letters destroyed, 
but the Vatican or- 
dered they be рге- 
served as potential 
relics of a saint, ac- 
cording to а 
spokesperson ог 
Doubleday the US ۹ 
publisher of the si 
book. 
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Due out on Sept. 4, the book, Mother Teresa у МИ 
"Mother Teresa: Come Be My has been beatified 
Light,” is a collection of letters but has not yet been P39,992 
E Р, written to colleagues and supe- made a saint. 
I d riors over 66 years. Time magazine, The Modern Sound System. 
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na 
‘Mother Teresa suffered from silence of God’ 


A From page Al who dedicated her life to poor, rights, published excerpts on its tiff visited the former Nazi con- God was silent when 1.5 million 
Аа Я there was some speculation that sick and dying in India, died іп website last month. centration camp at Auschwitz victims, mostly Jews, died 
Wd) "| the leters could hurt the proce- 1997 atthe age of 87. When the German-born Pon- last year, he publicly asked why there. ‘AFP 
dure to make her a saint. Mother Teresa 
“All believers know about the bad wanted all her 
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A: 
RESTORING PUBLIC TRUSTAND CONFIDENCE IN THE BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION 


Warmest congratulations to al olhcials and personnel of the pere z 
5 и 5 congralulale the men and Greetings ol sovereignty, peace and prosperiy! 

bie екешне ныны wonen he Bureau ol Texts be ойде Sense ol he men and unen d 

4 Immgraion (B1 on the the Bureau of immigration (8) on ће occasion of our 

(ће years commemoration, I commend ће Bureau forts > ae 
3eins inthe frst hal of 2007 marked by nives and interventons саа ope АВИ See Кышы ишен Шр, 
hal are shaping up under ће Government Migration Agenda 5 аеро x м ак "гл ара! ome 
{GMA), Along ts thrust, your agency leadership has embraced Март Pappas ha prowd oft ee, ect 8 пайла 
sovereignty as йв main advocacy. is raison d'etre. ка оголе на Lys 
terrorism, transnational crimes ingly, pursues mter-taih harmony, and promotes giobal 


Indeed, such a policy direction reaffirms the BI's role as the 
‘hammer and shield” of the republic. After all, for what does the 
Republic exist ifthe Filipinos are nol secure even in their own 
alive land? For what are trade and investments if the Filipinos 


and intemational crime 
‘syndicates. Every nation 


therefore, is summoned to 


marshal its resources al hand as ме loo, continue to bolster 


peace and economic prospery under а regime ol а just and 
летове socely. 
Ме shal forore seek lo administer a development tered miran agenda, where fonds 


sovereign equals? 
woman of Ihe BI brings about good governance, pur 


Again. my warmest congratulations on your anni 


- GL 


Under the strong and able 
stewardship of Marcelino “Nonoy 
Libunan the Bureau of Immigration 
is taking giant strides in its quest to 
һе a first class. dynamic and 
responsive government agency. In 
the first semester of the year the 
urea surpassed its coll 
target by 1996. generating an income 
of P969.75 million. as against the 
target of only РВ14.15 million or an 
excess P155.60 million 

The agency's take i» also 12% 
higher than the collection of P860.43 
million for the same period last year. 
И is worthy to note. that during the 
months of May to July when Libanan 
held office. the bureau registered 
14%. 31% and an astounding 68 % 
(respectively) over-collection уїз-й- 
vis the bureaus targets 

Libanan credits the cooperative 
and hardworking men and women of 
the bureau on this dramatic turn- 
around. He also attributed the 
improved collection to the inereasing 
influy of foreigners (tourist and 
businessmen) into the country 
“that’s a testament to the ceonomy's 
vibrancy" he said pointing to the 6.9% 
GDP growth in the first quarter, 

Long road to modernization 

‘ery thing starts with a dream, а 

wise man said, So itis at the Bureau of 
Immigration. The dream. as 
Commissioner Marcelino Libunun sees 
. is to make 
instrument in 


as it promotes 
economie prosperity amidst peace and 
harmony 

This is no pipe dream. stressed. 
Commissioner Libanan. who is hard 
at work with his former colleagues in 
Congress 10 pass a legislation that 
will transform the bureau into a 
modern organization truly сар 

wrying out its mandate i 
ronment 

"The bureau has been sleeping 
since 1940.7 Libanan said. The year 
1940. or 60 years ago. was when BI 
was created during the 
commonwealth with the Philippine 
Immigration Act 

Cavite congressman Boying 

nulla is sponsoring the proposed 
new Philippine Immigration Act in 
ihe House of Representatives. 
Libanan, who was the lone Eastern 
Samar congressman. successfully 
shepherded many vital legislations 
in the 12th and 13th Congress, will 
backstop Remulla, thus giving the 
bill more than а fair chance of 
hurdling the legislative bill 
From a bureau into a commission 

The bill seeks to upgrade the ВІ 
into a commission under the Office of 
the President. no longer just а 
bureau under the Department of 
Justice. 

In other progressive country's. 
immigration affairs are handled by a 
department. like in Australia where 
7,000 employees and over 1.000 
computers can be harnessed any 

ie to cope with problems regarding 
в. Here. BL which is charg 
‘monitoring moving and highly 

ic subjects spread all over the 
many islands in the archipelago. has 
only 997 employees. compared with 
the 7,000 of the Bureau of Customs. 


which handles only inert cargoe». 
Libanan admits BI is hard put to 
man the 


ternational ports 
Clark, Davao. Cebu, 


are expected to pass through this 
port which a much bigger capacity 
Because of the limited resources 
of the bureau. the BI has embarked 
To Page A23 


зге deprived ol jobs and gainful employment right in our very shores? For what is economic 
development if its sustainability is threatened by the елігу о! terrorists, fugiives from justice. 
пме felons, economic saboteurs and other criminals? And, for what is the country's 
orosperiy if йз laws and institutions are not respected, honored or recognized by other 


May the qualities о! integrity, competence and dedication that are in each good man and 


Strong Republic. If only for this, your celebration this year would have found its meaning. 


are open ютен partnerships. and alens are wing о entree new ystems, vih of espousing he 
эўккасу ola jusl and humane socey as wel as а progressive economy In al оу acions, we shal be 
‘gm due regard lo enc senstvty and be cogant ol he needs ol he present while serm he 
пее d te hare. 

We shal nol waver lo serve the requirement of tourism, tade and investments yet we shall, 
а al imes, uphold or soveregnty lo protect апд secure our laws and insituiors. 

In fine, we shal endeavor o pursue а sovereignty inspired economy. 

And his, we ask our publcs: Please help us serve your beter. As Henry Ford put I, 
“Coming together is a beginning: keeping together is progress; Working together is success. 

Again, my warm greetings lo al! 


ош capabillies by building aliances, establishing networks 
‘and invoking our laws and institutions in order to сгаћ a pro~ 


ii agenda. 

The BI has ts hands full in monitoring and preventing the 
entry ol fugitives from justice, convicied felons, undesirable 
abens and terrorists. To do this, 1 has to devise new schemes 
o outwit and outsmart lawless elements who аге forever 
challenging the mgenuity of immigration officers. 

Conlinue the good work and Godspeed to ће new BI 


sued along our vision and mission of a 


m. 
A алде 


administration WR 
(А MACAPAGAL-ARROYO Raul BONZALED” НАКСЕМКО Q LIBANAN 
Président, Republic of the Philippines + Justice Secretary < Commissioner 


As 
modernization 
takes center 
stage, the В! 
is poised to 
face the 
threefold 
challenge of 
being an 
economic 
catalyst, an 
ambassador 
of goodwill 
and vanguard 
against 
international 
terrorists/ 
threats. Т 


Lino HE bs 
ACR I-CARD PROJECT: 
Shift to customer service orientation nets P348 M 


reforms їп the immigration system of the Philippines 


Part of the Bureau of addressing the issue of affordability 


positive collection perfarmane эз the country adjusts to the threats of internation Every current holder or applicant of an Айе 
modernizatio Terrorism and transnational crimes. According to him, Certificate of Registration is issued an ACR I-Card. in 
Division (ARD) which is actually the nerve center of the project enhances the capability of the BI against — which the photograph. fingerprint and other relevant 


international terrorism. transnational crimes and 
international drug trafficking by advancing its 
capability to identify and track resident aliens 

h a microchip based identity card with 

metric technology features. 

The ACR I-Card is а microchip-based credit card- 


the bureau. 
Chief Danilo C Almeda. head of the ARD said the 
BI is at the forefront v! implementing the ACR I. 
Card BOT Project that automates the emire process 
of alien registration and integrates the issuance of 
various paper-based alieu documentations 


information have been previously stored. The ACR 1- 
Card holder upon arrival or departure is processed 
through a special immigration counter. 

The ACR I-Card Courtesy Lane. features а 
biometric card reader device that verifies an alien's 
identity thru one: patching of the fingerprint. 


tion card called the ACR I- sized identification issued to registered alien mplate in the ACR I-Card with a live se 
replacing the paper based ACR. It is a fraud and erprint, 
entation of the ACR I-Card roof card with biometric security features The ACR I-Card offers convenience to the АСК 
project. Almeda enthused. the BI way able to generate went that can be updated holder: 
some P348 million of which 5t". ог Р174 million ву They are provided special imm 


ional coffers and the other 50% 


already went to the 
retained by the bureau 
The ACR I-Card Project automates the registration 
process and integrates the issuance of various paper- 
based alien documentations into а microchip based 
al 
id level of services t« the alics 
populati inate harassment 
increased revenues fur the gover 
Almeda said. the ACR 1-Сагд Project is part ol the 


of entry and exits without going through 
conirol lines, with a 


immigration process ti 
upgrades the level of services to the country's resident 
alien population; and improves our internal 
governance by climinating fixers and illegal personnel 
issuing falsified documents. 
Almeda added. the alien community is able to 

enjoy subs ading of services. and able to 
realize convenience and facilitated transactions while 


ACR I-Card Project 
automates the 
entire process of 
alien registration 
and integrates the 
issuance of various 
paper-based alien 
documentations 
intoa 
microchip-based 
identification 
card.” 


They receive faster and more efficient service in all 
ACR related 
transactions at 


To Page A23 
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А ene-en 


Question (Q) : What is your vision 
for the Bureau of Immigration? 

Commissioner Marcelino C. Libanan 
(MCL): We envision a sovereign 
Philippines, that is proud of its heritage, 
secures its national integrity. promotes 
inter faith. harmony. and installs а 
regime ofglobal peace and economic 
prosperity in a just and terror - free 
society. 

"Towards this end, we also envision a 
corps of dedicated public servants who 
find significance because of their calling. 
gain relevance because of their personal 
goals, and derive satisfaction from the 
quality of service that they deliver. 

And what is your mission for the 


BI? 

MCI.: My mission is to administer а 
dynamic und progressive migration 
agenda, where nationals are open to new 
partnerships while aliens are willing to 
Embrace new systems with both espousing 
the advocacy of a just. humane and pro 
development society 

What will it take to ле 


eve 


assume a supportin 
gatekeeper of the ni 
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-one with Commissioner Libanan 


sanctity and unity ої the Fihpimo алу 


О: What is your agency's role in the 
implementation of the Human Security 
Aet? 

MCL: Under the law. ВІ is mandated to 
role. As the 
ion. BI shall see to it 
tentions shall 


those Vision and Mission that only those with noble 

MCL: First and foremost. we shall be allowed entry. But. once access is 
uphold our sovereignty at all times. AS granted to these well intentioned 
such. we shall ensure that (a) foreigners. we shall make sure that the 
our national integrity is ee world 
secured: (b) our migration. : And what is issi famous 
фис ars humane рю _ [the BI? your mission for Filipino 
evelopment aswell ax pro = д 5 ospitality 
family: (e) our national МИ mission is to i ded 
development is adequately inister а dynamic а estende 

nd 

responsibly served by our i Е regardless 
ү our progressive miraton gondo, Sia 
that the Philippines | nationals are open to new fith. and 
Standing nthe family of PStINerships while aliens ore gender. 
lions is recognized wil But. here's 
respected and honored Loree New systems а caveat 
under the internationally со, ‘espousing the Let us be 
озш prince of | ON осасу of a just, humane апа буте 
reciprocity levelopme: at we 

0: What are the Key pment society. must be 


Result Areas (KRAS) that 
you would like the BI to pursue 
under your watch? 

MCL: National Security. Progressive 
Economy. Sanetity of the family. To pursue 
these. | shall endeavor to equip the Bureau 
with the needed wherewithal, like a 
responsive organizational structure. a 
motivated work force. systems 
modernizations thru ICT based 
operations. alliance - building and 
networking. all geared towards ensuring 
our national security. facilitating global 
irade for our economy. and upholding that 


vigilant as а 
people. 

In other words. we shall be supportive to 
investors. accommodating to tourists and 
understanding to foreigners who have Filipino 
spouses and children: but. we shall never 
waver in our commitment to flush out 
terrorists. deport fugitives of other countries, 
and exclude aliens who are likely to become 
public charge. 

15 revenue generation not among 
your mandate: 

MCL Essentially. revenue generation is 
not our core competencies. But there is 


Ду 


ADEDICATED AND EXEMPLARY 


LEADERSHIP 15 CAUSING... 


The impossible is happening in 
the Burcau of Immigration. After 
several failed attempts in the 
past, graft is dwindling. slowly 
but surely. in what a newspaper 
columnist described as a 
"melidown: in the agency. 
Immigration Commissioner 
Marcelino Libanan, who had 
hardly warmicd his scat in the 
bureau, was immediately 
confronted by charges of 
harassment and extortion against 
some BI personnel be hardly 
knew. This necessitated him to 
have а direct hand, making swift 
and resolute 


nothing that will prevent us trom 
pursuing this area. especially in the light 
оГ the government's priorities. Using the 

first half performance as indicator. the ВІ 
will surely surpass its target by leaps and 
hounds. We hope to meet the target for 

г by October. Їп other words. 


problem that defies solution 

Libanan. three months in the 
job now. punctuated his public 
Statement against the 

ioings in the bureau by 
dismissing five BI personnel. 

The youngest immigration 
commissioner met the bureau's 
licis and rank and file 
leaders and together they craficd а 
blueprint Гог good governance at 
the bureau. They knew that they 
face a tough task and a difficult 
challenge. but with resolute 
determination and a painful load of 
political will. they said they are 
read to chip and whittle away this 
big stumbling block in good 
governance. 

One cornerstone of Bl's 
campaign against corruption is 
liberalization. The bures 


Q: During previous leaderships of 
the Bureau, Alien Social Integration 
initiatives were pursued. Do you have 
any similar plans during your wateh? 

MCL: We are looking at that direction. 
But, | would like to give premium to 
jinstreaming interventions. If we 
finally push thru with a new round of 
social integration program for Aliens. 1 
shall make sure that it addresses 
matters beyond the granting of 
recognition. beyond legalization of stay 
beyond issuance of 1 - Card. That 
integration program must make sure 
that the aliens will mainstream 
themselves te the Filipino society: and 
there are plenty of these activities 


Q: How do you plan to change the 5 
negative image of the Bureau of leadership realized that ел BL 
Immigration? personnel use the stiff regulations 

MCL: I am believer in the goodness of 19 shake down delinquent aliens 


who are vulnerable to “areglo.” 

In short. the bureau now 
makes it easy for foreigners to 
stay here as it takes away the 
alibi for muleters to harass and 
demand money. In the process. 
the government earns more 
revenues from more registration, 

Creation of a new division 

This program is complemented 
by the creation of a new law 


people. If 1 have to change the image of 
the Bureau 1 shall start with its people 
consult them. discuss with them. and 
agree on things that we need to change. 
hanging people without changing the 
system will not work. Changing systems 
without consulting the people will not 
necessarily effect the needed change. 
Sans that needed change will not give us 
а positive image. In other words, our 
people should be at the fulerum of our 


Good Governance 
at the bureau 


enforcement division (LED) to 
effect the arrest of illegal aliens 
stubbornly refusing 10 obey our 
immigration laws. This unit 
will complement the ВІ 
intelligence unit which gathers 
information about alicns. 

The intelligence unit can 
now concentrate in gathering 
evidences and documents so 
that their eases against illegals 
will be airtight and will stand 
the scrutiny of the courts while 
the LED will be trained and 
equipped with the proper tools 
for apprehension and law 
enforcement. Libanan said the 
LED. basically. will сапу out 
the police function of the 
bureau, 


Alien friendly bureau 

Everything now depicts an 
alien- friendly bureau. 
Recently. the bureau initiated 
а program for investors so 
that they need get a visa 
before coming over. Visas can 
now be given to foreign 
investors upon their arrival 
and they can stay legitimately 
Tor 30 days. 

The program covers special 
investor's resident visa. wi 
is processed by the Board ОГ 


Investments. the special 
reliree's resident visa, which is 
issued by ihe Philippine 
Retirement Authority: and the 


pre-arranged employment 
for expatriate workers. which is 
obtained from BI. 

“Foreign busine: 
invited ћу the President in her 
irips abroad ean also avail of 
the program.” Libanan said 
But perhaps the biggest cure 
to graf in the bureau is a 
good dase of transparency 

"The commissioner knows the 
fight against corruption is lor 
but he hopes to make а big dent 
и least, if not gel rid of it 
complete, when his watch is ove 


reform agenda. 
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sn a мини qy это О ‘Deron Secon bureau to the mea and women of 
eon CARBAS » pd ihe bureau whose industry. 
ЦАО ТА АМА BELLAESIRADA тас. дис — ES hardwork and dedication is 
"dg Sector бош о олон о KOSER ANDANG R RETO TACO ~ MEE MR M fae 
GtAucAM NUNEZCA cARUEUTAV.casTiLo Сда Socian сеје " sss. customer oriented 
са den Mee ec Ушаш = government office away from its 
Jy puro, "рана Secon 4 manana, Mesi а 
Полон басо EMERTAMAGTBAY —— TEODULOESTRADA Жаша мыш,  Srafiridden image of ol 
memi Rosana Set “I am inspired by our own 
people who long for change so 
they can have honor and respect 
modernization and expansion programs servants їп their work.” Libanan said. For 
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on alliance-building with domestic and 
overseas police organizations. local 
schools. foreign embassies and 
international trade Chambers. The ti 
ups will only tighten up monitoring of 
aliens, especially the undesirable. but 
will also make the stay of the foreign 
visitors more pleasant. free from 
harassment 

Right now. BI has only a yearly budget 
of P300 million, But its responsibility is 
much bigger. like raising Plt billion in 
revenues to help fill-up the national 
coffers. Some observers are simply amazed 
that the bureau can still carry out its 
functions despite this big hondicap їп 
finances. The proposed new immigration 
law will help correct the situation because 
it seeks to allow the BI to retain 20 percent 
of its revenues for its continuing 


ВІ also plans to set up 50 additional 
offices in regions and provinces where 
there are concentrations of foreigners. 
Libanan also hinted the need for at 
feast five immigration attaches in 
countries which many of their nationals 

‘Ay modernization takes center stage. 
the BI is poised to face the threefold 
challenge of being an economie catalyst. 
ambassador of goodwill and vanguard 
against international (errorists/threats. 
Libanan said. 

An immigration academy 

Despite the meager resources. the new 
commissioner is unfazed. coming up wit 
projects like the immigration academy in 
Subie, which he said. cannot be done away 
with. The academy is the anchor of the 
bureau's human development program, 
whieh hopes to make BI personnel better 


у teaches social graces to 
produce polite and other people- sensitive 
employees. It also trains the personnel in 
modera detection. investigations. and other 
law enforcement skills. like knowing forged 
is. It is hoped that the acaden 
ender a work ethic that will replace 
the culture of corruption in government 
bureaucracy 
Libanan realizes he might just have three 
years until 2010 when a new President is 
elected. and possibly а new BI commissioner 
is appointed. But by this time. he would have 
= “a transparent professional and 


their services to the public and 
their contribution to the bureau. 
Libanan said the BI hierarchy is 
giving the bureau's movers and 
Shakers their due recognition to 
serve as inspiration for them to 


strive harder and for others 10 
emulate their example 


For this year’. anniversary 
Danilo Lopez, а member of the 
program ап awards and 
incentives for service excellence 
(PRAISE) committee and 
personnel officer. said the 
selected Model Employ ces, 
exemplified the highest sense of 
professionalism, dedication to 
their work. honesty, integrity 
and have contributed immensely 
tu the improvement, 
effectiveness and efficient 


5 long 


BI has taken half steps in 
journey in the history of local 
‘bureaucracy. Now. with a man at the 
helm who dares 10 make changes, the 
bureau is ready to make a great leap 
forward. 


of the 


ACR I-CARD PROJECT 


unwarranted detention of 


the Bureau of Immigration, 


d) Provides convenience with legal alien residents. The Immigration because the 
the tamper proof and fraud- implementation of the ACR I- process, will eliminate fixers, 
proof credit card-sized ACR Card project will prevent and illegal middlemen and illegal 

ard eliminate instances where syndicates issuing fake 


e) Eliminates paper-based 
АСАЛСЫСЕТУ/ CRTT/ 
CRTS/CRPE. ECC, SRC and 
Re-entry Permit. 

iminates illegal and 


aliens 


possessi 
ACR d 


accosted, harassed and 
detained on mere suspicion of 


From Page А22 
cost of transacting 
with the Bureau of 


documents. 
Almeda also said the 
Registration Division is 


are indiscriminately 


ing fake or fraudulent 
jocument 


2) In the long run, it decreases the 


transformed into а customer focused. 
client friendly, service oriented unit 


bureau 

Chosen as model employees or 
ertme-dela-créme among the 
employees are’ Adela C. Cantal 
Arnulfo P. Fernandez. and Linda 
Sta, Ana (Supervisor's Category): 
Mita Chus) A. Arguelles. 
Florentino Q. Diputado, und 
Antonio Prieto (Alien Control 
Olficer's Category |. Reynaldo С. 
Calinog. Mariquita С. Cualon. 
Corazon N. Lawig. and Ronald S. 
Nebre (Rank and File Category). 


of the Bureau of Immigration. 
"With the guidance of 
Commissioner Libanan. the ARD. 
implemented а new culture and 
behavior standards among the 
employees that are geared towards 
In fact, he said. they 
have adopted the private sector 
orientation of “customer 
satisfaction” and “customer 
in their dealings with the 
alien community. 


business 


lien. 


ала consuitaton wih В! officers and 


Bureau's Exemplars of Service: 
Providing leadership 
and inspiration to fellow workers 


А posthumuus award will also 
be conferred to Eduardo A. 
Magtibay 

Likewise. the BI will alse 
be giving loyalty awards to 
officials and employees with 
continuous and satisfactory 
service in the government and 
has по pending cases. A gold 
service award will be given to 
Arnulfo P. Fernandez for his 
35 years. sterling and spotless 
service to the BI. Attorney 
Marcela Р. Malaluan will 
silver service award for her 
years of hardwork while Oscar 
P Castro will be given a bronze 
service award for his 13 years 
dedicated service. Special 
awards will also be given to 
the Australian Embassy 
European Embassy and the 
International Organization ter 
Migration for their invaluable 
support and cooperation to the 
bureau. 

Libanan said that he takes 
pride in working and serving 
with the bureau's personnel 
because they have shown that 
they are equal if not above the 
challenge of change and cun 
ignore selfish interest for the 
sake of providing the public the 
best service, in effect, raising the 
bar of standards at the burem 

The commissioner is gratified 
that BID personnel is now 
high morale, which many 
attribute to his close rapport 
with them, as well as confidence 
resulting from the changing 
public perception. That, the 
commissioner said, is more than 
enough reward for his efforts 
when mentioned thet he 
deserves an award as wel 
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Suspected hazing victim laid to rest 


Family still waiting for results of NBI probe, says relative 


By Delfin T. Mallari jr. gj я lieved to have joined before his 


death. 
ALMOST A WEEK AFTER HIS PALE AND UNRES- ае eels 
ponsive body was taken to a hospital in Quezon City, ports that he died due to hazing. 
Cris Anthony Mendez, a University of the Philip- Barangay chair — Pedro 
2 dent beli Tene dedo doe d Panopio, a relative, said they 
pines student be ieved to ave died of hazing in- were not yet ready to believe 
juries, was buried at the public cemetery in Tiaong, that Mendez was a hazing vic- 
А tim. 
Quezon, his hometown, yesterday afternoon. "We're still facing a blank wall 
‘Acrowd of close to 2,000 peo- said in his homily. аз to the true cause of his death. 
ple, mostly students and teach- ^ Cabungcal, the parish priest 
‘ers who came all the way from of the Blessed Virgin Mary- 
UP Diliman, villagers, local offi- Queen of the World church in 
cials and Mendezs family and Lusacan village, urged the vic- 


We're still waiting for the result 
ofthe initial investigation by the 

relatives, attended the funeral of tim'sfamily and friends to “leave 

the 20-year-old public adminis- everything to God.” 


National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. The NBI people told us that 
they would invite some people 
in the next few days who could 


tration student. “Hopefully, those who com- help shed some light on the inci- 
For two hours, they marched тіпей the crime would be both- dent,” Panopio told the INQUIRER. 
under the scorching heat on the ered by their conscience,” said Ez p E s i Mendezs mother, Cristina, 
Maharlika Highway as they ac- lawyerExpectacionBladeo, who THE MOTHER of UP student Cris Anthony Mendez is unable to hold back her tears as shesaysgoodbye and his younger brother, Renz, 
companied the victim to his final represents the Mendez family. to him before his burial yesterday at the public cemetery in Tiaong, Quezon. Mendez's white coffin is refused to talk to the media. 
resting place. ‘She expressed concern, how- adorned by the nearly 30 medals he earned over the years (inset). pamtam Meanwhile, officials of the UP 
“Cris death could be a mes- ever, that those involved in his National College of Public Ad- 


sage from God. The Lord wants death were apparently orches- Medical Center by doctors who other day to talk to the police the back of his arms and thighs. ministration and Governance 
заве from Coe a human life is trating a cover-up to mislead in- examined him after he was about what he knows about Top UF officials last week con are considering renaming the 
so precious. Life isfull of mean- vestigators. brought in by Dr. Francisco Cruz Мепде 5 death. demned his death and vowed to college student council office af- 
ing. Man's life is not measured “How come his death certifi- Jr. at a few minutes past Lam. According t the hospital conduct an investigation into ter Mendez. 

by the length of time that he саге stated that he died here in last Monday. emergency room report ob- the matter. They also placed un- “Ме want to honor Cris, who: 
stayed here on earth but by Tiaong,” Bladeo said. Cruz, а VMMC doctor who tained by theINQumea, Mendez der preventive suspension allof- served the NCPAG Student 
how he spent it when he was Mendez was declared dead on has not reported for work since was a mauling victim. The re- ficere of the Sigma Rho fratemi- Council,” UP NCPAG Dean Alex 
Ma alive Fe Noel Cabungeal arrival at the Veterans Memorial then, expressed willingness the роп took note of the bruises on ty the group Mendez was be- Brillantes Jr. told the INQUIRER. 


noon элтген: о. 


‘TRAFFIC NIGHTMARE AT TANDANG SORA 

Bob, 42, of Quezon City sent this text message to Citizen’s Call: 
“Tandang Sora Avenue leading to Commonwealth Avenue (Don 
Mariano Marcos Avenue) has become a traffic nightmare because of 
jeepney and tricycle drivers who have turned both outer lanes of the 
road into terminals and pick up points despite numerous No Parking 
and No Loading/Unlo: is. Worse, the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority aides just ignore this root cause of traffic 
problems. Isn't it obvious?" жонин 


Мо access to fire trucks "29s flooded during the rainy sea- 
IN BARANGAY Tandang Sora, there Som, With waters reaching wast to 
chest level in the deepest por- 
are suadsions пи have ronl бота Cont Meropoitan anta 
thestrodts, fr one reason or anoth- Development Authority бо any- 


thing about this problem?) 
er. Incase of a fire in the area, fire ESTHER PARAISO, 18, 
trucks would be prevented from re- 


‘sponding immediately, not knowing Pio del Pl, Makati Ciy 


where to pass. Perhaps the Office of Polluter on wheels 

the Quezon City Mayor or the City | WOULD like to call the attention 
Engineers Office can find a solution f the agency concerned regard- 
to this problem in accordance with * 
ена ing this smoke belcher of a school 


bus (TWW 301) servicing Miriam === 
RAMON ZAMUCOJR., г L i i E 
Delia Village, Quezon City ere and Ateneo University stu- # 
" JASMINE ABELLA-BAUTISTA, 37, H 
Flooding Camarin, Caloocan City | |: 
on Medina Street i Ё 
MADALAS lubog sa Баћа ang Action pe R 
Medina Street sa Pio del Pilar sa Mayor llagan! | 


panahon ng tag-ulan. Gabay- ATTENTION, (Cainta) Mayor Mon 
wang hanggang dibdib ang lalim адат Please focus your attention 
ng tubig, parang dagat-dagatan оп Brookside Hilis, a village fast 


tuloy. Sana magawan ito ng deteriorating because of floods 
paraan ng MMDA. (Medina Street and damaged roads. Action please! 
in Plo del Pilar, Makati City is al- MR. LORENZANA, Cainta 


3 hurt in Mandaluyong 
hardware store fire 


a У a Take a drive with your family in your new car and 

By Kristine L. Alave tion and Hardware Supplies on go farther with FREE gas while enjoying a movie. CALTEX 
Shaw Boulevard started at 

THREE PEOPLE WERE HURT around 3 a.m. The Khang fami- 


All these at guaranteed low rates up to 


when à hardware shop in Man- ly, which owns the store and 72 months to pay NEXT BASE 
daluyong City burned down yes- ‘lives in the building, said they 

terday morning. Authorities were awakened by the smell of Apply now! Call 631-8000 or COBY. 

identified the victims as Pin smoke. 4-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-free) 

Khang, 42; his relative, Raymond The fire reached the second ог visit the nearest BDO branch or BDO On-site T 

Khang, 15 and Andrea Arevalo. alarm and was placed under 


Doctors treated the élder control at 3:40 a.m., Cabiso i 
ur TH TUM ш We find ways 
Raymond for smoke inhalation Investigators have yet to de- 
and Arevalo for an injured termine the cause of the fire 
hand. Two other members of which rapidly spread through- 
the Khang family were unhurt. ош the building. Authorities es- 
T02 Marcus Cabiso said the timated the damage to property 
fire which hit Sonic Construc- at around P1.5 million. 
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Dnm METRO сы ниндин, 
Binay backs calls to postpone local polls 


Suggests that mayors appoint barangay, SK officials instead | азаа 


300 beds, the Philippine Gen- 
eral Hospital, which is celebrat- 


; ByD] Yap the barangay and SK chairs and unnecessary politics in the May elections,” Binay said. local government units to | ing ts centennial, now hasa 
themselves. the grassroots level, as well Вис the mayor, who is also shoulder 25 percent of the ex- | bed capacity of 1,500. One 
MAKATI MAYOR JEJOMAR “This way, we will be able to as save on election expens- president of the United Oppo- penses for the October elec- | thousand of these are charity 
Binay yesterday expressed ensure cooperation and team- ез” sition, cautioned: “However, 1 tions and insisted that under | units or for indigents, and the 
support for a proposal to post- work among the mayors and “The growing clamor from hope this move will not be the law, the Comelec should | rest are pay and special units. 
pone the barangay and Sang- the barangay officials," Binay local officials and legislators to manipulated by administra- foot the bill. The hospital occupies 10 
guniang Kabataan elections added. reset the elections is well- tion allies to push their plans “Besides, some LGUs areal- | hectares of land on Taft Av- 
next month, citing inadequate 5 founded and sensible, given for a referendum on Charter ready hard-pressed justmeet- | enue, Manila and has 45 build- 
funds for the conduct of the Cost-cutting measure the issues raised about inade- change.” ing their payroll require- | ings, 19 clinical departments 
polls. ‘According to him, autho- quate funds and the lack of ments, so how can they afford | and about 4,000 employees. 


he best thing to do now, he rizing the mayors to appoint readiness on the part of the Comelec should foot bill (о share (part of their) budget ‘yl. Bonabente, 
the barangay leaders would Commission on Elections to _ Earlier he also objected toa for the elections?" Binay Inquirer Research 
help do away with “too much conduct the polls so soon after Comelec resolution requiring said. 


said, was to allow the incum- 
bent mayors to simply appoint 


Like going from candles tolamps, 
we are constantly looking for ways 
to keep evenings bright, so you'll 
always have a happy ending. 
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8. Korean hostages return home, offer apologies 


ANYANG, SOUTH KOREA— 
Nineteen’ South Korean Chris- 
tian volunteers held hostage by 
the Taliban in Afghanistan for 
six weeks returned home to an 
‘uncomfortable welcome on Sun- 
day, thanking their government 
for saving them from death. 

A senior Taliban leader told 
Reuters that Seoul had paid $20 
million for their release, but the 
South Korean government de- 
nies paying any ransom—al- 
though has been criticized in- 
ternationally for striking a deal 
through direct negotiations. 

"We went to spread God's 
love and carry out his wishes,” 
freed hostage Lyu Kyung-sik 
said after arriving. “All of us re- 
turned from being on verge of 
death and have been given our 
lives back." 
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mul Church for services on Sun- 
day with a pastor saying it was 
mot right for the government to 
seek compensation from it for 
costs incurred in securing the 
release. 

"Saemmul Church is at the 
center of a war against our 
will,” pastor Park Eun-jo said in 
a message to parishioners about 
the criticism of its Afghan mis- 
sion 

The South Korean govern- 
ment said it had agreed to pull 
out a small contingent of mili- 
tary engineers and medical staff 
and to end South Korean mis- 
sionary work in Afghanistan in 
return for the release of the 
hostages. 

It said there were no other 
conditions to the deal, although 
the Taliban had demanded 


ing back tears—stood behind 
Lyuas he made а brief statement 
at Incheon airport outside Seoul. 
He stood between framed pic- 
tures of the two hostages shot 
dead by the Taliban. 

“All of us owe a big debt to ће 
country and the South Korean 
people,” said Lyu. "When think- 
ing about the trouble we have 
caused them, it is proper for us 
to bow deeply and ask for your 
forgiveness.” 

The six-week standoff gripped 
the country, leading thousands 
to join candlelight vigils. 

But many criticized the subur- 
ban Seoul Saemmul Church that 
dispatched the group as having а 
naive world view and for putting 
their government in a bind. 

Websites of the country's 


saying the group and church 
жеге to blame for ignoring gov- 
ernment warnings and for mak- 
ing an ill-advised mission to an 
obvious danger spot. 

The hostages were taken to а 
hospital in Anyang, south of 
Seoul, where many collapsed 
into the arms of waiting rela- 
tives, who cheered when the 
group entered a reception 
room. A few of the group, over- 
come by emotion, had to be car- 
ried out of the room. 

The former hostages, mostly 
women, were then admitted for 
medical checks and kept away 
from the media. 

Seo Jeung-bae was reunited 
with a son and daughter, "I was 
given back the two children T 
had lost. By holding them in my 
arms, I now know it's real," the 


The hostages—heads bowed, 
looking somber and some б} 
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Mysterious pig disease 
spreads through China 
BEIJING—A mysterious disease affecting Chi- 
па? pork-raising industry has spread, and offi- 
cials have ramped up vaccine output to cope 
with a "grim" situation, state media reported. 
Моге than 257,000 pigs had been infected 
with the epidemic, known as blue-eared pig 
disease, by late August, with 68,000 of them 
dying, official Xinhua news agency said late 
Saturday. Experts quoted in the Western media 
have expressed doubts about the official fig- 
ures, suspecting the government is trying to 
keep a lid on a more serious crisis. Xinhua 
quoted a top official as saying more than 100 
million pigs had been immunized, but that 
control efforts faced severe challenges. 

AFP 


Bhutto says talks 


with Musharraf stalled 
LONDON/ISLAMABAD—Former Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto said on Saturday 
talks on a power sharing deal with President 
Pervez Musharraf had stalled but she would ге- 
turn to Pakistan within weeks even without 
agreement. "No understanding has been arrived 
at" she told а crowded news conference in 
London about her negotiations with Musharraf 
that would see him quit as Army chief and stand 
for reelection as president, and Bhutto return to 
become prime minister. She said talks between 
her party and envoys sent by Musharraf had 
been 80 percent successful “but matters appear 
to have stalled following resistance by тет- 
bers of the ruling party.” 

‘Reuters 


Raid in France nets 


ETA's top bomb-maker 
CAHORS, France—French and Spanish police 
Saturday foiled a car bomb plot by Basque sep- 
aratist group ETA, netting its alleged top bomb- 
‘maker and three colleagues in what analysts 
termed a major blow for ETA. Spanish interior 
Minister Alfredo Perez Rubalcaba told reporters 
in Madrid the arrests in southwestern France, 
during which police also seized explosives and 
detonators, were of “enormous importance.” 
‘They were the culmination of an operation be- 
gun when three other ETA suspects were arrest- 
ой on the French side of the border in July in a 
vehicle carrying 165 kilos of explosives, he 
said. Rubalcaba added the suspects had played 
key roles in a bomb attack at Madrid's Barajas 
airport last December that killed two people. 
AFP 


main Protestant groups and 
largest Internet portals have 
been flooded with messages 


smiling father said. 


BODY ART IN BULGARIA 


About 1,300 crammed Saem- 


swapping the Koreans for its 
prisoners. 


А girl shows her body painted with the Thracian king Seft during 
a body art festival in the town of Kazanlak, east of the Bulgarian 


capital Sofia, on Sept. 2. 


Reuters 


PARK Hye-young (right), one of the 19 released S. Korean hostages, 
reunites with her mother west of Seoul, South Korea, оп Sept.2. лғ 


Growing living-tissue heart 
valves a reality in 3-5 years 


PARIS—SURGEONS WILL SOON BE ABLE 
to literally mend a broken heart using live 
tissue grown from a patients very own 
stem cells, top cardiologists said Monday. 

The whole procedure—harvesting cells 
from bone marrow, growing tissue, and sur- 
gically implanting the heart muscle or 
valve—could take as little as six weeks and 
could become routine within three-to-five 
years, they reported. 

"Their findings were published in a spe- 
cial issue of the Philosophical Transactions 
of The Royal Society B in Britain. 

One reason heart attacks are so debilitat- 
ing, even when they are not fatal, is be- 
cause the human heart—a massive muscle 
surrounding four valves controlling the 
body's blood flow—does not regenerate. 
Damaged tissue stays damaged. 

Most problems occur with age, when the 
old ticker simply begins to wear out. 

"But the highest medical need for tissue- 
engineered heart valves is in the treatment 
of congenital heart malformation,” which 
affects nearly one percent of all newborns, 
Simon Hoeurstrup, lead author of one of 
the studies, said. 

‘Artificial heart valves currently available 
must be periodically replaced as children 
grow, leading to great suffering and higher 
death rates than in adults. 

Bio-engineered heart muscle that could 


without fear of rejection by the immune 
system has long been a holy grail of cardio- 
vascular medicine. 

‘Artificial replacements “do the job and 
save people's lives,” said celebrated heart 
surgeon Magdi Yacoub, who coordinated 
the 20-odd studies. 

“But they cannot match the elegant, 50- 
phisticated functions of living tissues.” 
While durable, mechanical hardware in- 
creases the risk of bacterial infection in the 
hearts inner lining, as well as abnormali- 
ties in blood flow. Recipients must also take 
medication to prevent blood clots, boosting 
the chances of internal bleeding and em- 
bolisms. 

Cardiovascular disease, the number one 
killer worldwide, claimed some 17.5 mil- 
lion lives in 2005, according to the World. 
Health Organization. Many of these deaths 
might have been avoided by timely surgery 
to implant replacement valves and heart 
muscle. 

There are currently two broad tech- 
niques for making bio-prosthetic heart 
valves, and both have serious draw- 
backs. 

‘Animal grafts, especially from pigs, are 
readily available, but differ in structure and 
tend to wear out. Human valves from 
donors work much better, but are in chroni- 
cally short supply and can easily provoke 


be grafted onto a patients living tissue 


immune reactions. 


AFP 


Iraq civilian deaths up; Bush urges patience 


BAGHDAD—CIVILIAN DEATHS FROM 
violence in Iraq rose in August, with 
1,773 people killed, government data 
showed on Saturday, just days before the 
US Congress gets a slew of reports оп 
President George W Bush's war strategy. 

‘The civilian death toll was up 7 per- 
cent from 1,653 people killed in July, 
according to figures from various 
ministries. 

Nearly a quarter of the August total 
comprised 411 people killed in mas- 
sive truck bombings against the mi- 
nority Yazidi community in northern 
Iraq on Aug. 14. 

Without the Yazidi attack, the death 


toll would still be higher than the June 
number of 1,227, which had been the 
lowest monthly total since a US- 
backed crackdown began in February. 

The figures showed 87 Iraqi securi- 
ty forces were killed in August, a big 
drop from the previous month when 
224 were killed. 

Bush, under pressure from opposi- 
Чоп Democrats and some senior Re- 
publicans to begin pulling US troops 
from Iraq, urged Congress on Friday 
to wait for the assessments on Iraq's 
security and political situation before 
making any judgments. 

“The stakes in Iraq are too high and 


the consequences too grave for our 
security here at home to allow politics 
to harm the mission of our men and 
women in uniform,” Bush said in a 
statement after visiting military offi- 
cials at the Pentagon. 

"The US military says sectarian attacks 
have fallen since 30,000 more American 
troops deployed under Bush's plan to 
give Iraqi leaders “breathing space” to 
foster reconciliation between warring 
Shiite and Sunni Arabs. 

The US commander in Iraq, Gen. 
David Petraeus, told an Australian 
newspaper in an interview this week 
there had been a 75 percent fall in ге- 
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ligious and ethnic killing since last 
year. 

But while some security gains have 
been achieved, no key laws aimed at 
healing deep sectarian divisions have 
been passed, and Shiite Prime Minis- 
ter Nuri al-Maliki’s Cabinet has been 
hit by the withdrawal of neatly half 
his ministers, 

‘An assessment of the “surge” of 
troops along with Iraq's political situ- 
ation will be the focus of a series of 
pivotal reports to the US Congress in 
the coming two weeks that could 
prompt a shift in Washington’s war 
policy. Reuters 
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airport bathroom. 


‘The announcement Saturday 
was encouraged by national Re- 
publican leaders, worried that 
the scandal would taint all can- 
didates belonging to the social- 
ly conservative party in the 
2008 election cycle. 

"It is with sadness and deep 
regret that I announce that it is 


WASHINGTON—REPUBLICAN US SEN. LARRY 
Craig, who represented the western state of Idaho 
for 27 years on Capitol Hill, announced that he 
was resigning following his arrest for allegedly 
soliciting sex with an undercover policeman in ап. 


my intent to resign from the 
Senate effective Sept. 30,” 
Craig said at a news conference 
in Boise, the state capital of 
western state of Idaho. 

‘An ardent opponent of gay 
marriage and an outspoken crit- 
ic of sexual improprieties by 
other politicians, Craig, 62, said 


Tall story: 


By Richard Ingham 


PARIS—SCIENTISTS ON SUN- 
day announced they had uncov- 
ered the first gene that helps ex- 
plain common differences in 
height among humans, 

Just а single change in the 
gene's DNA code determines 
whether people will be taller 
or shorter by up to one сел- 
timeter (0.4 of an inch), they 
said, adding that hundreds of 
other genes are also likely to 
play a role in height. 

Genetic heritage has long 
been known as the driver of 
height—everyone knows that 
а child whose parents are 
both tall is also likely to grow 
up tall, too. 

Unlike obesity, where 
genes and environmental fac- 


variation influences beight 


Tiny gene 


tors (nutrition and exercise 
for example) play a joint role, 
around 90 percent of the de- 
terminants for height are ge- 
netic. 

Even though the link is 
clearly there, finding “height” 
genes that are common 
across the population has 
been strangely elusive. Until 
now, the only evidence has 
been spotted among a small 
group of people with a rare 
Condition that affects their 
stature. 

Ina paper published by the 
journal Nature Genetics, 
British and US sleuths ana- 
lyzed DNA from nearly 5,000 
white people of European de- 
scent, mainly individuals liv- 
ing in Britain, Sweden and 
Finland. AFP 
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he was "deeply sorry,” address- majority over Republicans. 
ing his apology to the people of ^ Republicans have been 
Idaho and to his own family. plagued by a series of scandals. 
Flanked by his wife, two of his ^ In 2004, veteran Republican 
children and the state governor, congressman Ed Schrock, who 
Craig said he would resign tore- was married and had one child, 
move an “unwanted and unfair declined to seek reelection after 
distraction” from the Senate. tapes surfaced allegedly show- 
Idaho's Republican Gov Butch ing him soliciting sex on a tele- 
Otter did not say who he plans to phone service used by homosex- 
appoint to complete Craig's sena- ual men to arrange meetings. 
torial term, which ends in January In September 2006, repre- 
2009. The seat will be up for grabs sentative Mark Foley, long a vo- 
inthe November 2008 elections. cal advocate against child 
Craig’s departure does not abuse, resigned after evidence 
change the balance of power in surfaced of a long history of so- 
the Senate, where Democrats _liciting teenage boys working as 
currently hold а narrow 51-49 aides in the Congress. AFP 


POPE Benedict XVI prays in front ofa statue of Our Lady of Loreto in 
Loreto, central Italy, on Sept. 1. кали 
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à АЁ р; 
IDAHO Sen. Larry Craig announces his resignation from the Senate 
оп Sept. |, in Boise, Idaho, as his wife Suzanne stands by his side. 


Pope leads Church’s 
first eco-friendly rally 


LORETO, ITALY—POPE BENE- garbage and scars on ће earth. 
dict on Saturday led the Catholic А participants’ kit included 
Church's first eco-friendly youth backpacks made of recyclable | 
Tally—where nearly everything material, a flashlight operated 
used was biodegradable or recy- by a crank instead of batteries, 
lable—and urged his young lis- and color-coded trash bags so 
teners to shun “disposable love.” their personal garbage could be 
‘The 80-year-old Pope told the easily recycled. Meals were 
young people, estimated by orga- served on biodegradable plates. 
nizers at some 300,000, to dare to Tens of thousands of prayer- 
change the world and search for books for Sundays Mass were 
lasting, meaningful relationships. printed on recycled paper and an. 
The two-day rally, which coin- adequate number of trees would 
ides with the Malian Catholic be planted to compensate for the 
Churchs "Day for Safeguarding carbon produced at the event, 
Creation,” saw young people many in areas of southern Italy 
sprawled on a vast hillside near the devastated by recent brushfires. 
central Adriatic shrine city of Loreto. Тһе Vatican has become pro- 
Italy's Catholic Church, which gressively “green.” It has in- 
organized the event, said it was stalled photovoltaic cells on 
the first environment-friendly buildings to produce electricity 
youth rally, a break from past and hosted a scientific confer- 
gatherings that left tons of ence on climate change. Reuters 
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Corteza sputters in Tour finals 


Pinoy pockets $10,000 
after lucky, gutsy march 


BALI, INDONESIA—TAIWAN’S CHANG JUN- 
ling avenged his loss to Lee Vann Corteza in 
the eliminations, hacking out an 11-8 victory 
over the Filipino yesterday to win the Guin- 
ness 9-ball Tour Grand Finals at the Grand 
Ballroom of the Grand Hyatt Hotel here. 

with Chang, a 13-12 winner 
over compatriot Yang Ching- 
shun earlier 


Wu, the 2006 World 9-ball 
champion, led most of the way 


Chang took advantage of a 
series of scratch shots and poor 
stroke selections by Corteza to 
finish strong from 7-all and cap- 
ture the top prize of $36,000 in 


take а 2-1 lead, shifted to the 
soft break starting in the 9th 
frame to trim Wu's lead to 6-3. 

Chang needed three-and-a- 
half hours to beat Yang in the 
first semifinal match yesterday 
afternoon. 

The 10th-ranked Corteza, 
who made it to the Grand Finals 
thanks to compatriot Ronnie Al- 
cano’s strong showing in the 
Shanghai leg last month, also 
bowed to Chang in the finals of 
the Jakarta leg, the tourna- 
ments inaugural leg, in April. 


FENDER LINERS ШШШ NHOVA, STRADA 


But Alcano, the world 9-ball 
and 8-ball champion, failed to 
advance this time in Group A 
where Yang Ching-sun and Wu 
finished 1-2 to reach the semifi- 
nals. 

The other Group A entries 
were Ricky Yang of Indonesia and 
India's Dharminger Singh Lilly. 

Bracketed in Group A with 
Corteza and Chang were Chang 
Fong-fang of Taiwan, Singa- 
pore's Bernard Tey and Ibrahim 
Amir of Malaysia. Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 
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Realtors, Koreans forge title due 


BRUNEI—THE STA. LUCIA REAL- 
TORS weathered a strong charge by 
the Darwin Airport Resort All-Stars in 
the second half for a 62-59 victory Sat- 
urday night in the semifinals of the 
Brunei Cup basketball tournament ас 
the Indoor Stadium of ће Hassanal 
Bolkiah National Sports Complex. 
‘Import Anthony Johnson shot 21 
points and Marlou Aquino, Dennis Es- 
pino and rookie guard Ryan Reyes pre. 
served his effort with big all-round 
games that set up the Realtors for a 
‘championship showdown with South 


Korea's LG Sakers on Sunday. 

The Koreans reached the finals by 
esting the Singapore Slingers, 81-71. 

Sta. Lucia's fourth consecutive win 
in as many nights pulled the inspired 
Realtors within a victory of becoming 
just the first PBA team to rule this tour- 
ament, now in its seventh year. 

Interestingly the Realtors are play- 
ing without Fil-Am workhorse Kelly 
Williams, who had requested for a 
much-needed vacation. 

“The team played four quarters of 
aggressive basketball defensively and 
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SPORTS 


offensively” said Sta. Lucia team man- 
ager Buddy Encarnado in an overseas 
call after the match. 

‘Two free throws by Espino in the 
losing seconds clinched Sta. Lucia's 
vengeful win over the tall Aussies, who 
dealt the Realtors their only loss so 
far—an 82-67 rout on Aug. 26. 

The scores: 

STA. LUCIA 62—Joinson 21, Espino 8, Men- 
ora 7 ovules 7, Reyes 6, Miranda 5, Isp 4, 
Omolon 3, Aquino 1. 

DARWIN 59—Mash 18 Jones 16, Gariep 9,Co- 
aw, Zhahembra 4, Donaldson 4, ons 3 


‘STANDINGS W 
SanBoda 11 
len 8 
Jose Rial 7 
Mapua 6 
SSobastan 4 
Perpetual 3 
St. Bende 1 


GAMES MONDAY (The 


t 
1 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 


‘Arena, San Juan) 


11:30am—SSCvs 


Perpetual Help (Urs) 


2p.m—San Sebas- 
tian vs Perpetual (Srs) 


4pm Letran vs 
ове Rizal (Srs) 
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WHATEVER HAPPENS, THEY 
wil still clash for the right to be in 
the NCAA men's basketball finals. 

But Letran hopes to exploit its 
better placing to the hilt in its bid 
for the second Final Four incentive 
against Jose Rizal at 4 p.m. today 
atthe Arena in San Juan, 

With a second-running 8-3 card 
behind top semifinalist and de- 
fending champion San Beda (11- 
1), Letran automatically grabs the 
twice-to-beat bonus with a win 
over Jose Rizal (7-4). 

Ifthe Bombers prevail, they end 


| Knights eye bonus vs Bombers 


up tied with the Knights at 8-4 and 
a playoff will be held this Friday to 
decide who gets the No. 2 slot and 
the semifinal incentive, 

Letran, still smarting from an 
87-84 loss to San Beda last Friday 
will be shooting to avenge а 79-75 
defeat to JRU in the first round. 

"We will be motivated by our 
desire to clinch the No. 2 spot,” 
said Letran coach Louie Alas. 

San Sebasian and Perpetual 
play heir last game of the season, 
disputing fifth place overall earlier 
at2pm. — MarcAnthony Reyes 


By Jasmine W. Рауо 


TWO TEAMS MAKING A PUSH FOR THE 
Final Four pursued their goals with rela- 
tive ease yesterday as La Salle and Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas zipped past their 
foes in the UAAP men's basketball tour- 
nament at the Big Dome. 

The Green Archers hammered out a 78-64 
victory over the National U Bulldogs that left 
coach Franz Pumaren satisfied with his team's 
second-running 9-3 record, 

<] like where we are now; its all in our 
hands, the fate of our placing,” said Pumaren. 
“Were looking good. Weve been giving good 
exposure to our bench players." 

1а the first game, the Tigers extended the 
woes of the winless University of the Philip- 
pines Maroons with а 77-61 triumph to remain 
in fourth place at 7-5. 

‘The Tigers had their way early, scoring on 
easy layups and undergoal stabs for an 18- 
point lead, 43-25, in the second period. 

As produttive as the La Salle reserves stints 
have been, it was a starter that keyed yester- 
day's rout of the Bulldogs. 

ЈУ Casio led the Green Archers by knocking 
in 14 points in the opening canto, allowing La 
Salle to take a 24-12 spread after 10 minutes. 


©. 


чланом ор 6 
Univ. ої East 12 0 9 
Lasalle 9 3 рау 
Meno 7 4 Ca- 
бапо Тотаз 7 5 — so 
Rrüsem 6 6 
NatondU 4 7 nearly 
Adamson 1 10 completed a 
Un. of Phi. û 11 triple double by 
GAMESTHURSDAY collecting 19 mark- 
(Way Aguio Stan) етә, nine boards and 
2p.m.—Ateneo eights assists. 
vs Univ. of Phils. Along with the 
4pm—NaüondU Tigers, the Ateneo 
vs Adamson Blue Eagles and the 


For Easem Tama- 
там are aiming to topple the Archers from the. 
second spot. 

The stores: 

Fist Game 

UST TI Cn 16, Espiritu 16, Abou 10, Miza 8, ion 7, 
Batu 6 Ава, Taylor 4, Corr, Cuan 2, Basa O, Scoti 0, Gie 0, 
Soriano û, Cais 0. 

UP Gt Senos 15. Rivera 7. Gamboa б, Reyes б, Sison 5, De 
Asis 5 Соб Lopez 4, Wong 3, Doa Vicor 3, Epes 2, Martori. 

айе 18-8, 43:27, 61-47, 77-61 

Second Game 

LA SALLE T8 Caso 19, Mller 14, Mates 8 Tong В, 
‘Sarua G, Vanua б Mangahas 4, Ans 3, ferdinand 2, Washam 
0080000 

NU Ge Ferandez2 Asoro 15, Aguilar 8, Salado 8, lanke 3, 
Dea Cuz 3, Гадаю одо 2, Саатов 2, Gago 1, Baoan 1. 
Ponlerrada O, Terso 0, Luy 0. баа Malagueño 0. 

"Quarters 24-12, 30-28, 52-49, 7-64 


Же 


La Salle, UST boost ; 
Final Four bids 


ава дь х 
A DRIVING Edwin Asoro (center) of NU loses possession as ће slams 
into La Salle's Brian Пад in yesterday's game. 


In-form Lascuña cools down, settles for 3rd 


 AUGUSTDELACRUL. 


LASCUNA 


BANDAR’ SERI ВЕСАМАК—А BREAK- 
through win in the Asian Tour continued to 
elude Tony Lascufia as the Filipino shotmaker 
settled for a tie for third place in the $300,000 
Brunei Open won by Taiwanese longshot Lin 
Weng-tang by two strokes Sunday. 

Lascufia, tied for second overnight after two 
blistering rounds of five-under-par 66, cooled 
down with a one-under 70 and finished three 
strokes beltind Lin with a 272 total. 

Lin, the 33-year-old 2006 Taiwan Open 
"winner, matched his opening score of 65 in the 
final round and overtook third-round leader 
Adam Le Vesconte of Australia with a 15-under 


aggregate of 269. 

Те Vesconte, the 2005 Philippine Open 
champion, faded in the final day for the second 
straight week with a 73 for 271. 

A runner-up last week at the Johor Open in 
Malaysia won by compatriot Artemio Muraka- 
mi, Lascufia finished in a deadlock with Tai- 
‘wanese veteran Lu Wen-teh, who also shot a 
70, and Australian Scott Barr, who had a 66. 

‘With his $12,420 payday, Lascufia boosted 
his earnings to $64,018 in nine tournaments 
‘while moving several notches up from his 50th 
ranking in the UBS Order of Merit when the 
tournarnent started. 


Juvic Pagunsan, the Asian Tours top rookie 
last year, recalled his old form with a 68 and. 
was the second-best Filipino in the field with a 
4-under 280, good for a tie for 20th. 

Murakami finished a stroke back at 281 af- 
tera 70 while Mars Pucay had a 70 for 282. 

Lascufia, who won the 2007 Selangor Mas- 
ters during the two-month Asian Tour break, 
was in the thick of the fight for first with two. 
birdies on the front nine, but a bogey on the. 
11% and 16th holes derailed his charge. 

‘The Taiwanese winner started the day six 
strokes behind in fourth place at the Empire 
Hotel and Country Club course. 


Pinoy chesser rules 
GM-laden Rome tilt 


Final вала, pane the six-round Swiss toumey. 
ي‎ + ae Among Vuelban's victims 
(Шып Кушу IM Mian Ma Were top seed Russian СМ 
[od 4.5—GM Oleg Korneav Oleg Korneev and Bulgarian 
Пита CM Miko Povchev 
ia) GM Miko Povenev (Bulgari) Just last Saturday, IM 
Rolly Martinez earned his 
UNHERALDED FILIPINO first GM norm when he fin- 
Fide Master Virgilio Vuelban ished fourth in the 27th 
stole the thunder from the Chess Festival in Bratto, 
grandmasters recently by Кају. He pooled 6.5 points. 
topping the tough Rome In- ‘Martinez, the solo 
ternational Chess Festival in overnight leader, dropped 
the Italian capital. his ninth and final match to 
Vuelban,35,whohasan eventual champion GM 
Eloratingof2332,beattwo Vladimir Burmakin of Rus- 
GMsintallying5.5 points sia. Marlon Bernardino, 
onfivewinsandadrawin . Contributor ARDINA: Eight shots worse 


Ardina balloons to 77 
but still makes cut 


DOTTIE ARDINA MADE THE 
cut for the second straight week 
despite а six-over-par 77 but the 
Filipina teener slipped from 
joint 11th to a share of 37th af- 
ter the second round of the 
Finnair Masters now paced by 
Germany's Bettina Hauert in 
Helsinki, Finland, Saturday. 

After a bogey-free two-under 
69 on Friday, Ardina lost her 
touch, fumbling with four bo- 
geys and a double bogey for 
nines of 36-41. She had no 
birdie to show. 

Ardina shared 37th spot with 
eight others at 146, 11 strokes 
behind Hauert, who fired a 67 


for 135 to grab a four-stroke 
lead over Kaisa Ruuttila of Fin- 
land. The Finnish bet had 139 
after a 69. 

American Kris Lindstrom, 
who led in the first round with a 
65, skied to a 75 and slid to joint 
third at 140, five shots off the 
Расе heading into the final 18 
holes of the 54-hole pro tourna- 
ment. 

Despite her wobbly second 
round output, the 13-year-old 
Ardina still hopes to bounce 
back and come up with a re- 
spectable finish. She finished 
third to last at the SAS Masters 
in Norway last week. 


I7 SPoRTSWATCH |! 


World champion Мида foils 


RP's Gejon a second time 
FILIPINO ERIBERTO GEJON FAILED IN HIS 
bid to become the country's fourth world 
champion Saturday night, losing by unani- 
mous decision to WBA minimumweight. 
champion Yutaka Nilda of Japan in their 12- 
round fight at the Korakuen Hall in Tokyo. 

Мида, who beat Gejon in their first en- 
counter in 2005 via a disputed split techni- 
cal decision win, left no doubt as to who is 
the better fighter this time. 

Judge Giuseppe Quartarone of Italy and 
Jean Louis-Legland of France both saw it 
117-112 and Thailand's Chalerm Prayad- 
sab scored it 117-111, all for the champion. 

It was Міда? sixth successful defense of 
the title while the loss was Gejon's second 
in 26 fights. Salven Lagumbay, Contributor 


Sarmiento dominates 


Active Mid Amateur Open 
MANILA SOUTHWOODS' BENJIE SARMI- 
ento rallied with an even-par 72 punctuated 
һу birdies on the last two holes to win the 
Open Division championship of the fifth Ac- 
tive Group Mid Amateur Open at the Mt. 
Мајагауа! Golf and Country Club in Lipa 
City recently. 

‘Sarmiento hit a 6 iron to about 10 feet off 
the cup on the 17th fora birdie, then closed 
out with another birdie from 15 feet. 

After opening with a 79, Sarmiento fin- 
ished with 151, one shot ahead of Can- 
lubang's Mari Hechanova, who made 78-74. 

Third was Cangolf's Boyet Zaragosa with 
153 (79-74) inthe event sponsored by Pac- 
sports, Nike Golf, Cleveland and Tourstage. 

In the Pacsports Skills Challenge, Топу 
Pernez had the best short-iron shot, Jose 
Nepomuceno the best mid-iron shot and 
Zaragosa the longest drive. Bobby Inigo 
won as the best putter. 

Inthe Open Division II, Ате! Agustin of 
Eagle Ridge submitted a 166 and ran away 
with the crown. John Elapano was second 
with a 169 followed by Gerardo Brufal (170) 
and Boom Coscolluela (172). 

Other winners were Pitong Quiocho 
(Masters |), Alan Alegre (Masters II), Sev- 
erino Roxas-Chua (Seniors |), Eddie Garcia 
(Seniors Il), Lino Magpantay (Legends 1) 
and Kenneth Miller (Legends 1!) 


‘Showdown’ round 2 begins 
‘THE WAR OF THE BREEDERS RESUMES 
at the San Juan Coliseum today via the sec- 
‘ond round of "Pitgames Showdown" 6- 
stag derby with more than 100 fights. 

Four entries from Pangasinan, each with 
with three wins, dominated the first round 
last Saturday: Alvaness of Alfe Soriano, 
GBAP Aces of Vice Gav. Osmund Lambino 
‘and Tabatina | and Il of Pablo Hufano. 

Also with perfect scores are Banjo of Mayor 
Buddy Dunca, Simple Lang of Philip 
‘Mendez, JP San Pablo of Mayor Jesry Pal- 
mares and Octagon of 2007 World Slasher 
Сир champ Wilson Ong. 


‘Pacman’ derby at MC today 
THE BIG GUNS OF COCKFIGHTING CON- 
‘verge at the Makati Coliseum today as the 
‘Super Pacman 5-Stag Derby takes center- 
stage with more than 100 fights lined up. 
Billed as favorites are the entries of box- 
ing champ Manny Pacquiao, Patrick Anto- 
nio, Gerry Ramos and Boy Marzo. 
Prominent cockers from the National 
Cockers Association, Pasay Cockpit Cock- 
ers Association, Pinoy Cockers Association 
of the Philippines and Luzon Gamecock 
Breeders Association are competing. 


LOS ANGELES—IF YOU ASK BRIAN 
Viloria what he's up to, you'd probably 
geta reply from Mark Twain. 

Yes, reports that Viloria has retired 
were grossly exaggerated. 

In fact, Viloria, who had a brief reign 
as world light flyweight king, is sched- 
шей to spar with the highly rated Rodel 
Mayol at the Pound-for-Pound gym in 
the La Brea area here Monday. 

This was confirmed by trainer Nonoy 
Neri, who effectively sidelines as Team 
Pacquiao nutritionist, to the Inquirer the 
other day after overseeing Mayol 
through 29 rounds of tough boxing drills 
at the Wild Card gym. 

Neri, with a sharp eye for talent, 
should be able to determine where the 
young Viloria is really headed: Back for 
good into the boxing arena or inside the 


Pacquiao: Apology and good news 


broadcast booth. 

Fans back home may no longer miss. 
Viloria, but we'll also try to see and re- 
port ifhe still packs the old wallop. 

Ofcourse, the brighter news at Wild 
Card is the one that says Manny Pac- 
quiao is scheduled to resume working 
‘out Monday in preparation for his 
Oct. 6 rematch with Marco Antonio 
Barrera. 

You all know that the Pacman got 
stalled in training by the flu virus. 

‘There were initial reports he had 
been rushed to the hospital. 

"Is it serious enough to postpone 
the fight?” widely read SunStar 
columnist Homer Sayson texted from 
his cozy Chicago base, 


Bare EYE 238 


Recah Trinidad 


Notto worry. 

Ronnie Nathanielsz reported from Ce- 
Би that Pacquiao felt strong and restless 
оп Saturday that he offered to promptly 
resume training. 

He was, naturally, held in check by his 
physicians. 

Otherwise, Pacquiao would have ex- 
posed himself to a crippling relapse. 

‘Another piece of good news is this one 
from Freddie Roach. 

‘The two-time Trainer of the Year has 


assured that Pacquiao's brief bout with 
the flu would not in any way set back 
their timetable. 

Roach, in fact, tried to explain that the 
forced break could prove helpful be- 
cause Pacquiao "had already gone ahead 
of schedule.” 

Of course, this update on Pacquiao's 
latest condition is not expected to sound. 
тоо good and bright to the Barrera camp. 

No need to elaborate. 

OK, we've been asked to do only а 
short piece, so let me confess that this 
was originally meant as an apology to 
the Pacman. 

"Why? Well, Manny may have not 
noticed it. Or, if he did, he must've 
brushed it off. 

In my previous column (on distress. 


calls from Wild Card), trainer Neri de- 
scribed Pacquiao, his big boss, as both 
super тарай and super maawain. 

Sorry, but these endearing terms | 
could've also been misconstrued and 
helped make Pacquiao appear pitiful. 

For the record, though, everybody 
knows Pacquiao to be very merciful 
(maawain). 

But the boxing super hero has al- 
ways tried to be in control. 

He has remained the captain of his 
soul, so to say. 

But enough of that. All's well that 
ends well, as Mr. Twain, rather Shake- 
speare, put it. 

Atleast the hazy adjectives failed to 
cast a spell on Pacquiao, who's any- 
thing but soft despite the tyrannical 
flu virus. 
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FEDERER: Through to the next round. 
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Teenager polishes off Maria 


| NEWYORK—BOTHERED BY no excuses,” Sharapova said. "Tm not Fifth-seeded Andy Roddick breezed, 
swirling gusts and ateen’ssur- going to throw myself а pity ралу 

prising moxie, Maria Sharapo- here.” 

va was completely lost. 


beating 2002 Australia Open champion 
Pomas Johansson of Sweden, 63,62, Gay wins 3rd gold medal 


‘Sharapova became the first No. 2. 6-0, to reach the fourth round. OSAKA, JAPAN—TYSON GAY JOINED 


as complere a of Poland seeded woman to ове before the round In other men's matches, No. 4 Niko- some fast, fast company. Alyson Felx is 2 


|“ pulled off the stunning upset, beating 
г the defending US Open champion, 6-4, 
E 1-6, 6-2, in a third-round match that 
* took a startling tum Saturday. Federer, who proved too much for 6- 
Sharapova seemed to take control by 

winning eight games in a row, giving 
hera 2-0 lead in the final set. Then, she 
fell apart and dropped the last six 


games. 


DAVAO 


^1 could sit here and blame the wind 
кылы and blame my opponent. But there аге 


— | Mission accomplished for US, Argentina 


akes. 
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5616 at the Open since Andrea Jaeger lay Davydenko of Russia beat No. 28 race away from doing the same. The power- 
in 1981. Nicolas Almagro of Spain, 7-5, 6-0, 7-5, house pair helped the United States sweep, 
No such drama for top-ranked Roger No. 6 James Blake beat Stefan Koubek, the men's and women's 4x100-meter relays 
6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-1, in a match that Saturday night at the world track and field 
Foot American rookie John Isner in а finished after 1 a.m. local time Sunday, championships in a noisy, packed Nagai 


6-7 (9), 62, 64, 6-2 victory: while No. 9 Tomas Berdych of the Czech Stadium. Gay joined Сал Lewis and Maurice 
Tener used his booming serve to win Republic and No. 10 Tommy Haas of Greene asthe only men to win three gold 
the first-set tiebreaker Germany advanced. medals at one world mest. Felix, winner of 


“four months ago, Twas unranked," ^ One minor upset came when No. 19 the 200 meters on Friday night, eamed her 
Isner said. "To go from that to beating Andy Murray lost to 43rd-ranked Lee second gold and can get a third in the wom- 
Roger Federer ina setisprettycoo.” ^ Hyung-tik,6-3,63,26,75. АР en's 4x400 relay Sunday night АР 


Games Today (Basketball TV) this Argentina team, which lost 
sam PuetoRicows Braz (Battie for one game in this touma- 
3rd place) ment—91-76 to the United States 
40am—USAvs. Argentina (Final) in the second round. 
‘The four NBA players from the 
LAS VEGAS—LUIS SCOLA gold medal team—Manu Gino- 
scored 27 points and Argentina, bili, Fabricio Oberto, Andres No- 
playing without four NBA play- cioni and Walter Herrmann—are 
Без from the team that won all expected to join Argentina for 
Olympic gold in 2004, beat the 2008 Olympics. 
Brazil, 91-80, on Saturday in Argentina, the United States, 
the semifinals of the Americas host China, the reigning world 
basketball tournament to eafn a champion Spain and zone cham- 
berth at the Beijing Games. pions Iran, Angola and Australia 
Argentina will meet the United һауе all earned berths at Beijing. 
States in the Americas final after "Two European entrants will be 
the Americans later clinched their decided this month. 
spot at ће 2008 Olympics by Brazil, Puerto Rico and fifth- 
crushing Puerto Rico, 135-91. place finisher Canada all ad- 
Scola, who signed with the vanced to a 12-team qualifying 
Houston Rockets, and Carlos - toumament next July that will APAIRof arms raised in V make a W, which is exactly what Team USA 
Delfino, who plays for the Toron- determine the final berths in Bei- got over Puerto Rico. Jason Kidd (left) and Kobe! Bryant celebrate the 
to Raptors, were the NBA stars for jing, AP win, which qualified the US for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. REUTERS 


Beem hangs tough as Tiger, Phil make charge 


NORTON, MASSACHUSSETS—RICH BEEM nation from these PGA Tour Playoffs, Beem It was another strong showing by Beem, 
kept alive his improbable run at the Deutsche cannot finish lower than second if he wants to who is slowly becoming the poster boy that 
Bank Championship with birdies on his last advance to the third tournament next week, even long shots аге allowed to dream of a $10- 
Pa cles tera Sunder 66 Saturday, leaving anda crowded leaderboard with 36 holes re- million prize for the winner of the FedEx Сыр. 
Кап in а three-way de with Mike Weir and maining includes Phil Mickelson and Tiger "Оға ње things T could be the poster child 
‘Aaron Baddeley. Woods, who each shot 64 to get within three for, this is not the one that I would have 
One week after he narrowly avoided elimi- of the lead. picked,” said Beem. АР 
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STOCK MARKET 


PSE to follow US market higher 


THE LOCAL STOCK MARKET WOULD LIKELY 
be buoyed by positive sentiment in New 
York, following last Friday's unveiling by US 
President George W. Bush of a slew of mea- 
sures to help homeowners cope with the 
credit crunch. 
Ina research note to its clients, stock broker 
PSETO/B2 
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BSP expects ’07 trade deficit to hit $6.95 


Ei Coal still 
seen as fuel 
of choice /82 


ш Cosco 


of $6.9 billion this year—wider than the $4.5 billion 


posted last year—due to high oil prices and cutthroat 
global competition in electronic exports. 


generate $49.9 billion this year. The 
revised figure on trade inflows is 
much lower than the earlier forecast. 


Based on the latest projections of 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, ex- 
port earnings will grow at a rate of 8 
percent—slower than last year-—and 
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$3-B hub 
вз 


BSP EXPECTS/ B3 


ë 


lifestyles of its customers. 


fadiities you'l find within the branch. 


Over the years, Bank of the Philippine Islands has been designing and 
redesigning its network to meet the changing times and the evolving 


From brick-and-mortar to virtual, from person-to-person to electronic, 
from ATM to mobile banking, BPI offers its clients а vast array of 
customer touch points to make their banking as convenient as possible. 
Today, as BPI tums 156, it boasts of over 800 branches, more than 
1,400 ATMs, 11,000 point-of-sale terminals and a 24/7 Call Center. 
And with its Express Phone, Express Online and Express Mobile, every 
landline, PC and cellphone is now part of the BPI network. 


While its innovations in electronic banking may have been more 
noticeable, BPI has also made significant changes in its branch network 
= in location, in special services for unique target markets and in the. 


BPI pioneered the branch in the mall, which caters to individuals who 
оге tied to the office on weekdays and who spend their weekends or 
ased oullets called BPI Express 


‘and their families, 


queries and offer financial advice. 


Even BP's regular branches, allhough seemingly uniform in its offerings, 
provide more than general banking services. Some of them are specially 
designed to handle corporate requirements while others will cater t0 
individuals with sophisticated financial and investment needs. Stil, 
‘others wil provide experise in handling the needs of overseas Flipinos 


BPI Celebrating 156 Years of Banking Excellence 


The BP! Network: Creating Customer Touch Points 
to Suit Your Lifestyle 


Banking Centers (ЕВС allow shoppers to open оп Express Teller account 
and get the АТМ card in 20 minutes. The EBC also handles applications 
for BPI credit cards, auto and housing loans, and Express Cash. 


bonks. 


But here's more. Last year, BPI started rolling out branches called ВРІ 
Express, colering to individuals who want fast, friendly services for their 
simple routine transactions and basic banking needs. The branch 
offers you complete electronic banking channels - ATM, phone and 
‘online banking - and an Express Services Counselor to teach and assist 
you in completing your transactions using these channels, Tellers are 
also on hand, os well as Express Sales Counselors to answer your 


For its innovative concept, the ВР! Express branch won the Branch 
Transformation Project of the Year at the 2007 Banker Technology 
‘Awards. The award, given by the premier financial publication, The 
Banker, annually cites the best banking practices and innovations 
‘worldwide. BPI Express earned this citation besting other international 


Truly, banking has gone a long way with BP's innovations in bank 5 
customer touch points. You con expect nothing less froma bank that — 7 
fakes to heart its commitment to bring its customers farther. 


BPI@156 
Well take you farther. 


Place to 


Time. Somehow there's never enough. 
Аз everyone knows, time is money, and 
minutes matter. So the last thing you 
want is to spend time on routine tasks 
like banking. Just thinking about the 
lines — from the payday ATM rush to the 
long wait for the teller — can be stressful. 


Even more stressful is not knowing how 
to do your transactions using the phone 
or the computer at the bank - it makes 
you wish someone took the time to help 
you figure things out. And when you 
want to consult about getting a loan or 
financial advice, you feel like everyone's 
listening in on what you're saying - the 
bank just doesn't seem private enough 
to talk about such matters. 


But fret no more, Bank of the Philippine 
Islands has come up with a friendly 
solution-its newest branch type called 
BPI Express, now in more locations 
nationwide. 


бази 
PERI 


yo 
rooted by its friendly, clean and modern Interior design. 


Another innovation from the 
Bank of the Philippine Islands 


ВРІ EXPRESS: 
The Friendly 
ank 


60060060000 


immediately 


Sucat - Мита Mall « Talon - Las Piñas * Taytay - El Monteverde * Ваймар - Rizal St.  VISMM 
Dau McArthur Highway * Fort Bonifacio - Stop over * Fort Bonifacio - High St. • Malolos - Paseo del Congreso * Riverbanks • Trinoma 


ВР! Express branchos offer 
teller-assisted transactions, 
soff-service banking and 
financial advice. It won the 
Branch Transformation 
Project of the Year at the 
2007 Banker Technology. 
Awards. 


It's a bank that’s adapted 
for today’s hurried lifestyle. 


From the moment you enter the stylish, 
not-so-bank-looking bank, you notice 
the difference. The sunny decor, relaxed 
yet fast-moving mood and even the 
helpful, friendly BPI Express Counselors 
make it feel more like a boutique than 
a bank. 


The ВР! Expross consultation area Is designed to holp 
keep financial discussions with clients strictly privato 
confidential. 


Basic transactions are quick 
and easy with the BPI Express 
Electronic Banking zone. 


There you'll find BPI Express Teller 
ATMs, a phone for BPI Express Phone 


BPI Express branches: METRO MANILA:Almanza Uno - Las Piñas + Auto Май - Frontera Drive, Ortigas * A. Bonifacio - Mauban * 
Plaza - Libis, QC « J.P. Rizal - San Miguel « Kamias • Laong Laan * Medical Plaza - 


Marke Phi Depost aurea Carsten Marium apes nunca per рон в P250 000. 


Makati • Muñoz Market * President Ave. - Parañaque + Quezon Ave. - 
‘Davao - Bajada + Davao - MacArthur • Gaisano - Tabunok • SM Cebu - SOON TO ОРЕ! 


and a computer to access BPI Express 
Online. Plus, a BPI Express Services 
Counselor is there to help you every 
step of the way. Once you learn how to 
do it, you can do your banking from the 
comfort of your home or your office. 


BPI Express has friendly 
tellers on hand for your 
other transactions. 


ВР! Express caters to simple routine 
transactions, so lines at the tellers are 
short. Think of the whole branch as a 
supermarket Express Lane - a fast lane 
designed to move you through quickly 
and more pleasantly. 


But the "Express" isn't just about speed; 
it's also about expression. Just tell us 


Our tellers aro ready to asset you with your simple, routine 
transactions. That's why lines are shorter and transactions 
aro fastor. 


peni 


D. Macapagal Ave. - Aseana * España - Blumentritt G. Araneta Avenue • Intrepid 
D. Tuazon • Shaw Blvd. - Acacia Lane. * Santol - Sta, Mesa + 


а 
инета 


prom 
what you need, and we'll help you find 

it — not standing at a counter, but in the 
privacy and comfort of a personal 
workstation. Here, ВР! Express Sales 
Counselors can give you simple, 
practical advice on loans, investments, 
financial planning and other money 
matters. 


ВР! Express offers private 
financial consultations. 


So, if you want to have more control 
over your time and get friendly, fast 
service, come and visit the nearest ВР! 
Express branch. You might just be 
surprised at how quick — and pleasant 
your banking experience could be. 


BPI Expross Services 
Counselors are on 
hand to teach you 
about phone and 
online banking. 


labang - Civic Place + 
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Coal still seen as fuel of choice 


Mine expert cites mineral's abundance, stable price 


By Abigail L. Ho 
ENVIRONMENT GROUPS MAY BE 
strongly opposed to its use, but coal is 
likely to remain the fuel of choice for 
power generation, due mainly to its 
abundance and relatively lower price 
as compared with other fuel types. 
Energy industry veteran and MG Min- 
ing and Energy Corp. vice chair Rufino 
Bomasang said Asian power generation 


companies, in particular, were likely to 
continue to lean more toward coal as fu- 
el, since other fuel sources such as oil 
and natural gas were concentrated in 
the Middle East and Russia. 

In a presentation during the recent 
Asean Energy Business Forum in Singa- 
pore, he said the cost of coal-based pow- 
er generation was estimated at only 4.5 
centavos per kilowatt-hour (kWh), as 
compared with 4.5-6.9 centavos per 

‘kWh for natural gas combined cy- 
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cle, 2-8 centavos per kWh for large 
hydropower facilities, 3-10 cen- 
tavos per kWh for wind and 40-60 
centavos per kWh for solar. 

"Coal prices are likely to remain 
lower and more stable in the fu- 
ture," he said, adding that prices had 
declined in real terms over the past 
years due to market competition. 

And coal is almost evenly dis- 
tributed around the world. It is be- 


ing mined in more than 50 countries, 
he said. 

Based on available data, he said, there 
are enough coal reserves for 160 years of 
production. Oil and gas reserves, on the 
other hand, could be depleted by as ear- 
ly as the middle of the 21st century. 

‘The ease of storing coal also present- 
ed another advantage, as it could be 
easily drawn on in case of emergency, 
he said. Since it was not dependent on 
weather, it could be used as backup for 
wind and hydropower. 

“Low-cost coal-fired power generation 
enhances the use of renewable energy, 
especially wind power which is inherent- 
ly erratic, by using the former as baseload 
and the latter for peaking,” he said. 

Bomasang also said that clean coal 
technology is now available. The tech- 
nology can reduce the impact of coal 
combustion on the environment and 
address concerns of militant groups. 


ViewSonic 486 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 


TeleTech's growth in the Phil 


MILESTONES 


President Macapagal-Arroyo views the gallery of milestones, detailing 
ines. With Ms. Arroyo is TeleTech site director 
Nicki Agcaoili (left), Tele Tech vice president Maulik Parekh (beside the 
President) and DTI Secretary Peter Favila. TeleTech currently employs over 
12,000 Filipino employees in 10 delivery centers across the country. TeleTech 
Lipais the 7th site to be inaugurated by the company. 
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PSE to follow US market higher |...» 


age AB Capital Securities said ac- 
tivity on the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE) would also take its 
cue from the speech given by US 
Federal Reserve chair Ben 
Bernanke during the agency's an- 
nual conference at the end of last 
week. 

“Being closely tied to the US 
bourses, the Philippine market will 
feel the effects of the US markets re- 
action to Bernanke's speech,” the 


The Future is Clear 
The Future is Colorful 


At the end of last week, the PSE 
index rose by a total of 158.35 
points, representing а 4.94-percent 
gain from the previous week's close 
0f3,206.94. 

The PSEi registered gains from 
‘Tuesday onward, ending the week 
213,365.29. 

Thursdays announcement by 
the government of a 7.5-percent 
growth in the local economy 
helped the market gain 3.45 per- 
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cent in a single day, taking in- 
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INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC., Victorias City, Negros Occidental wishes to invite 
interested biddersicontractors to pre-qualify and to bid for the construction of Refinery's Cooling 
Tower Basin and Structure as detalled under JR No. 32499A (CAPEX No. ZRF-03-23-078). 


Interested bidders must submit the following pre-qualfication requirements: 
‘= Letter of intent to Bid 
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vestors’ minds off the ongoing 
credit squeeze in the US housing 
market. 

Despite із, 
trading activity last 
week was slightly 
lower with only 
P15.476 billion 
worth of shares 
changing hands, 
compared to the 
P17.629 billion of 
the week before. 

AB Capital said 
gains in the local 
market this week 
would likely be mut- 
ed by continued 
caution among in- 
vestors, pending 
clearer signals that 
the liquidity crisis in 
the United States 
has subsided. 

“The market is 
mot expected to 
move by a huge 
margin in either di- 
rection (this) 
week,” the research 
note said. "Low 
trading volumes fo- 
cused on blue chips 
will prevail while in- 
vestors wait for a 
clear cut signal that 
the volatility 
brought about by 
the US problems has 
been resolved." 

This weeks up- 
side would likely 
come from com- 
ments made by 
Bernanke on Friday 
that the US central 
bank would "do 
what is needed" го 
calm the credit 
markets—a state- 
ment interpreted 
by the market as 
policymakers’ 
openness to reduc- 
ing interest rates 
when the Federal 
Open Market Com- 
mittee meets on 
Sept. 18. 

Lower interest 
rates in the US nor- 
mally prompt fund 
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move would likely 
put the PSEi above 
the 3,400 level, 
while ^ immediate 
support is seen at 
the 3,250. 

Trading values 
are also expected го 
improve as punters 
return to the mar- 
ket with the end of 
the traditional Chi- 


Public Accountant 


PROVEN RELIABILITY AND CREDIBILITY 


«US, Card 
Printer 
Zebra Solutions 


| a 


Bidding кіз are available at the MCD Office and at Makati Office on September 4 to 7, 2007, 
after payment of a non-refundable fee of P500.00. Kindly submit the needed requirements on or 
belore September 10, 2007 lo qualify lo bid. The pre-bidding conference willbe held on September 
43, 2007, at the VMC HRD Training Center at 2:30 P.M. The commercial bidding will be announced 
thereafter. 


For further inquiries, please contact Messrs. Carlos S. Quiatchon or Dan C. Labrador at 
ММС Milsite at telephone numbers (034) 399-3696 to 97 and (local trunkline) 2351 or 2309, ог 
Mr. Ernesto "Toto" Oligo al УМС Макай Office at telephone numbers (02)899-0485 and (02)890- 
7061. Also visit our website ww victoriasmiling.com and e-mail us at mod@victoriasmiling.com- 


Victorias Milling Company, Inc., reserves the right lo reject any or ай bids without offering 


SOLE AUTHORIZED PHILIPPINE DISTRIBUTOR: any reason, © wave any requ! fay hern, and to make ап award to he bidder whose || пеге uen 
| proposal is most advantageous to the Company. The Company assumes no obligation to ^ 

ALL VISUAL & LIGHTS SYSTEMS | ровова! mo о demi the bidders for any expensels or loss that they may incur in the | month,” and as 

Corporate Center The Hive-Cebu Unit 111 Moin мо preparation of the bids, nor does it guarantee that an award will be made. fund managers 

‘Quezon Ciy T/E bonded Toun Carer, Cebu Ci overseas — retum 


HEAT r 2-414200 
Telefax: 0325904141 


E-mail: mccastro&acecorp.comph 


from their summer 
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aaa. BUSINESS FED анараа 
Cosco firms up plans for $3-B hub | сатав! 


China maritime giant wants to put up facilities in Subic, Sangley Point 


Industry, said Cosco wanted to build a ship- 
ping hub at Sangley Point, because of its 
nearness to Manila, as well as in Subic, be- 
cause it offers the best option for eventual 
expansion of operations. 

‘Chua said that while Cosco was studying 
Sangley and Subic, local government exec- 
utives in other provinces across the country 
also offered alternative sites for the project. 

He also said that Cosco was prepared to 
foot the entire bill for the development of 
whichever site was chosen, including land 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A TEAM OF EXPERTS FROM CHINESE 
shipping giant China Ocean Shipping Co. 
will be making a third visit to the country to 
figure out how to split a $3-billion regional 
cargo hub between Sangley Point and Subic. 
Francis Chua, presidential adviser on Chi- 
na trade and investments, said in an inter- 
view that the team had visited twice in July 
to look over the former US naval bases. 
Cosco originally considered building a base 
at Sangley Point in Cavite, where it would col- 


reclamation and port construction. 


Cosco needs about 50 to 100 hectares on 


which to build a pier and container yard. 


Founded in 1961 as an international ship- 


ping carrier in China, Cosco is now a $17- 
billion corporation that provides services in 
freight forwardi 
terminal operation, trade, financing, real es- 
tate and information technology. 


, Shipbuilding, ship repair, 


Cosco owns and operates a merchant fleet 


of some 600 vessels, with total carrying ca- 
pacity of up to 35 million dead-weight tons. 


lect shipments from various points in the re- 
gion, before sending these out to the United 
States and other destinations in the Pacific. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has even is- 
sued an executive order mandating the de- 
velopment of Sangley Point into an interna- 
tional logistics hub. 

But Chua said the Cosco team, comprised 
of experts from the group's diverse opera- 
tions in the region, had seen the advantages 
of locating in Subic as well. He added Cosco 
did not want to pass up on either site. 

‘(My office and Cosco) are working to have 
this project started promptly" Chua said. "I have 
reason to believe it could be within the year ... 
this is a very crucial investment (for both sides).” 

In an earlier interview, Chua, who is also 
honorary president of the Federation of Fil- 
ipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 


BSP expects '07 ... 


From page BI 


of $51.2billion. 

"The export growth outlook was scaled 
down from 11 percent after the countrys 
biggest export earner, the electronics sector, 
was forced to quote lower prices to sell their 
goods abroad. The sector reportedly had to 
cope with the steep price cuts caused by stiffer 
competition among high-tech manufacturers. 

Although sales volume has not declined аз 
global demand remained vibrant, earnings of 
local manufacturers have softened due to 
lower selling prices. 

Exporters have also complained that the 
sharp appreciation of the peso against the 05 
dollar this year have affected their competi- 
tiveness, The local currency, currently trading 
at the 47 level, has strengthened by over P2, 
ог5 percent, so far this year 

‘The BSP projected that the growth in the 
country's import bill would ease by 7 percent 
to $56.8 billion. Earlier, growth was project- 
ed to hit 11 percent. 

The countrys main electronics exports, 
like chips and semiconductors, are depen- 
dent on foreign-made materials. A slowdown 
їп imports would mean a slowdown in ex- 
ports. 

Import expenses 
for this year were 
previously estimated 
by the BSP at $58.4 
billion, resulting in a 
trade deficit of $7.2 
billion—slightly 
higher than the $6.9 
billion shortfall earli- 
er predicted. 

In its latest out- 
look, the BSP fac- 
tored in the possible 
deterioration of the 
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figures. 
But the BSP said 
the chronic trade 


deficit would not 
hinder the country 
from posting new 
record highs in its 
balance of payments 
and gross імета- 
tional reserves. 
Remittances from 
overseas Filipino 
workers and an in- 
crease in foreign in- 
vestments, particu- 
larly hot money go- 
ing to local stocks 
and bonds, are seen 
to support the strong 
BOP and GIR build- 
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announced йз ге 
vised outlook on the 
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BOP It said gross in- 
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ternational reserves 
would hit $30 bil- 
lion, while balance of 
payments could розе 
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а surplus of $6.3 bil- 
lion by year's end. 


ПРЕ Ра GA NUUS Наа {ы 


5 


агаа 


P2 Million 
Grand Prize 


Get a chance to win millions in 
China Вапк 87th Anniversary 
Raffle Promo. More than P8.7 
million will be given away to over 
100 lucky depositors. Deposit now, 
save more and get a chance tobe ; 
one of our millionaires! 


Earn a Raffle Entry for every qualified new 
deposit within the promo period 
* Every additional P5,000 monthly average 
daily balance (ADB) on existing and newly 
opened Regular Savings, ChinaCheck Plus 
or MoneyPlus Account 
* Every additional US$500 monthly ADB on 
China Bank Dollar Savings Account 
= Plus get one (1) raffle entry when you 
answer the customer update form through 
` ‘four branch of account 


Increase your chances of winning in any of 
our draws 
• Cash prizes of P1M, ten (10) P100,000 and 
‘twenty-six (26) P10,000 can be won in 
three (3) PreliminaryDraws 
* A cash prize of P2M can be won in the 
Grand Draw 
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Landbank to help raise small banks’ capital base 


Facility to buy unsecured subordinated debts to be issued by rural, thrift banks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


STATE-OWNED LAND BANK OF THE PHILIP- 
pines will invest P1 billion in a facility that will 
help beef up the capital base of small banks oper- 
ating in the countryside. 

Landbank launched on Friday the facility 
which would be used to buy unsecured subordi- 
nated debts to be issued by qualified rural banks, 


thrift banks and cooperative banks. These 1005 
will be eligible as tier 2 or supplementary capital. 
The move is expected to help small banks raise 
their capital adequacy ratios and comply with 
stiffer international accounting standards. 

Bank president Gilda Pico said the program, 
called unsecured denominated debt facility (US- 
DF), was the bank's way of replicating its success 
in raising tier 2 capital. 


Landbank issued in October last year $150 million worth 


of subordinated notes at a coupon rate of 7.5 percent, its first 
venture into the global capital market. The proceeds allowed 
the bank to boost its capital adequacy ratio to 19 percent. 


"With the success of our issuance last year, we 


thought it best to share this experience with our part- 
ner financial institutions in the countryside,” Pico said. 


“We expect the USDF to help beef up the capital base 


of our partner CFis and enable them to more effectively 


carry on with their role as catalysts of 
change in their respective communities,” 
she explained. 

Five CFIs were the first to sign a memo- 
randum of understanding with Landbank 
for the use of this new facility. These are 
GM Bank in Nueva Ecija, First Valley Bank 
of Lanao del Norte, the Philippine Rural 
Banking Corp. in Cauayan, Isabela, the 
Green Bank in Butuan City and the Produc- 


The launch was held during the award- 
ing ceremonies for five CFls picked by 
Landbank as its outstanding partners in ex- 
tending credit to priority sectors—farmers 
and fisherfolk, small and medium enter- 
prises and microenterprises. 

The top five CFIs were: First Agro-Indus- 
trial Rural Bank in Cebu; Philippine Rural 
Banking Corp. in Isabela; People's Bank of 
Caraga Inc. in Agusan del Sur; Rural Bank 
of Mabitac in Laguna, and Rural Bank of Di- 
gos in Davao del Sur. 

The Rural Bank of Pola in Oriental Mindoro 
and the First Valley Inc. of Lanao del Norte 
were elevated to the Hall of Fame this year. 

“We work closely with the CFIs in provid- 
ing the much-needed resources to marginal- 
ized sectors, particularly farmers and fisher- 
folk and microentrepreneurs, which have 


ers Rural Banking Corp. in Nueva Ecija. 
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seed technology. 
EI 


limited access to credit assistance," Pico said. 


most profitable | 
way to invest 


Mary Ann Р Sayoc, general manager of 
East-West Seed, said the export market was 


° 
| ) зде ~ | 5373328 
sim | FoR UNES | largely untapped by local exporters. She 
№ EES | о9208819322) said country exports only about 10 percent 


ofits seed output. 
Bulacan-based 
East-West Seed is a 
multinational veg- 
etable seed produc- 
ex. It produces, de- 
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Willy U. Co said the 
event would pave 
the way for the 
forging of business 
deals and the ex- 
change of seed 
technology. 

“With increased 
local activity and 
investments in the 
seed industry, our 
farmers would 
have more choices 
of seeds and tech- 
nologies. They will 
be able to choose 
the ones that are 
best suited for 
their farms" Co 
said. 
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Teves may order review of tax on BAT cigarettes 


{ 
By Michelle V. Remo { inb: ese Although the decline was part- But Revenue Deputy Commis: $ 
d Finance chief just awaiting formal appeal зо пош son Neison Aspe carior said 
FINANCE SECRETARY MAR- sumers preference to cheaper some cigarette makers were sar 
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mahe Deparment of М. and the conesponding tax fawed since i fivored oid Thelaes excise tax collec, rares have already E 
mance) may order а review of Pi, Brands that came out af bands. Although he govemment ton figure also fell short by 2 been рай are 
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Secon eeri place, or the so-called new which mandated an increase in target for the six-month period. sonnel with a seal. 


‘The finance chief said the re- brands, are covered by tax rates фе excise tax rates, it 
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PRCI owners urged to disclose deals 


THE MINORITY SHAREHOLD- have transferred the ownership 
ers of Philippine Racing Club of the Sta. Ana racetrack to an- 5 укине 
Inc. called оп the majority other company in exchange for б у 
stakeholders of the firm to “pro- shares іп JTH Davies Holdings. jf happening there anytime 
duce and open to public scruti- Lawyer Brigido Dulay Jr, à үш! 
ny all the documents and de- spokesperson for the minority 
tails related to the controversial shareholders, said the move to ГОРЕ 
purchase of JTH Davies Hold- quash the subpoena issued by à gue Pene ire, DSL 
ings and the bid to swap the the lower court “is a clear ad- fr i semet, Cellphone 
ownership of the Sta. Ana race- mission that the majority share- 
track with shares of that compa- holders do not wish to bare the 
пу” truth behind the questioned 

The group made the call fol- deals" 


lowing a move by А = = e E 53 FOR SALES INQUIRIES CONTACT 
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Valuation Date | Valuation Date 


holders to quash a (02) 365-0897+ 411-5264 * 361-1654 ber eee 
subpoena duces | гра ат Lar UNE ЕЛ =з == ‘CEBU: (032) 343-7405 • 346-3174 « 0922-8887310 sien @)rnacedeysierns. oom 
tecum issued by the = 
Makati Regional Tri- 
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raising activities by firms, which 
could see the total amount top the 
P100-billion level this year. 

“Its going to be another record- 
breaking level, because we have nev- 
er compiled that much in offering 
proceeds in a single year," he added, 
“Such a feat reflects the bullish senti- 
ment of investors who are behind the 
markets overall advance.” 

Stock prices, as tracked by the PSE 
index (PSE), began breaking new 
ground when it set а then-historic 
high of 3,449.18 last May 18, 2007, 
erasing the previous record high of 
3,447.60 points set on Feb. 3, 1997. 

Оп July 5, it reached the current 
all-time high of3,791.42 points. 

The market soon after сопесей 
sharply аз an offshoot of concerns over 
the US subprime mortgage market. 

Last August 16, the PSEi fell to 
2,942.31 points, wiping out 
all gains for the year. It fell 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


COMPANIES RAISED A RECORD 
amount of equity capital through 
the local bourse in the first eight 
months of the year, taking advan- 
tage of strong investor appetite dur- 
ing the period, the Philippine Stock 
Exchange (PSE) said. 

The PSE said that funds generated 
from various capital-raising activities 
reached P82.93 billion as of August, 
exceeding the previous record of 
P57.22 billion raised through the 
stock market in 2006. 

"What is more remarkable about 
the new record high is that we did it 
in just eight months,” PSE president 
Francis Lim said in a statement. 

He said that the bourse and cor- 
porate regulators were still process- 
ing several applications for fund- 
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2,982.54 point level in 2006. 
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Record ?82.93B in equity 
raised as of Aug, PSE says 


Exchange sees figure going up to P100B by yearend 


Aboitiz Power Corp. raised the 
largest amount from an IPO at 
P10.08 billion, followed by Nation- 
al Reinsurance Corporation of the 
Philippines at P2.82 billion. 

The other IPO firms were GMA 
Network Inc. (Р1.55 billion), An- 
chor Land Holdings Inc. (P773.93 
million), Phoenix Petroleum Philip- 
pines Inc. (P284.2 million) and Pa- 
cific Online Systems Corp. 
(P104.78 million). 

The seventh firm that went pub- 
lic, Vista Land & Lifescapes Inc., 
opted to list by way of introduction. 

Equity from follow-on offerings 
of six companies amounted to 
P46.75 billion, almost triple its 
P16.24-billion level for the corre- 
sponding period last year and 57 
percent more than the P29.7 billion 
chalked up for the whole of 2006. 

Vista Land pooled the biggest 
amount from a follow-on offering at 
P14.52 billion, followed by Alliance 
Global Group Inc. at P10.35 billion. 
Other firms that completed follow-on 
offerings during the period were Fil- 
invest Land Inc. (P5.92 billion), Rizal 
Commercial Banking Corp. (P5.67 
billion), Philippine National Bank 
(Р5.25 billion) and Union Bank of 
the Philippines (P5.04 billion.) 

Capital from stock rights offer- 
ings of eight companies hit P15.76 
billion or 21 .times more than 
P751.95-million mark a year ago 
and seven times larger than the 
P2.28-billion level for 2006. 

Megaworld Properties and Hold- 
ings Inc. accounted for the biggest 
proceeds from stock rights offerings 
atP10.79 billion. 

In addition to follow-on offer- 
ings, Alliance Global raised P3.3 
billion, while UBP pooled P265.5 
million, via stock rights offer- 
ings. 

The other firms that raised capi- 
tal via stock rights offerings include. 
Geograce Resources Philippines 
Inc. (P560.46 million), EEI Corp. 
(P540 million) and ISM Communi- 
cations Corp. (P300 million). 
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cessing Inc. has se- 
cured ап 150 
14001: 2004 certifi- 
cation for its envi- 
ronmental manage- 
ment systems. 

The ISO 14001. 
2004 certification 
recognizes the en- 
vironmental safe- 
guards, proce- 
dures and manage- 
ment systems in 
place at the com- 
panys processing 
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Carlos G. 
U nd t d Dominguez, chair of 
erstan Lafayette Philip- 
pines, said, “This 


trends and 
time your 
investments 


“investing in the Stock Market Today” 


certification proves 
our company's com- 
mitment to respon- 
sible mining and en- 
vironmental protec- 
tion. Our manage- 
ment team that took 
over the Rapu Rapu 
project in January 
2006 fully commit- 
ted itself to obtain- 
ing this certifica- 
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Чо 

Certification In- 
ternational Philip- 
pines Inc. (Cipi), a 
third-party ISO cer- 
tification body, rec- 
ommended the cer- 
tification after RRPI 
met ай the 50 
14001: 2004 re- 
quirements in the 
two-stage certifica- 
ton audit in May 
and July. 
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‘THE RELEASE LAST WEEK OF 
the GNP/GDP growth figures 
for the second quarter of 2007 
маз again met with the same 
mixture of surprise, disbelief 
and skepticism that greeted the 
6,9-percent first quarter GDP 
growth announced last May. 
The reported 7.5-percent 
growth in gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the second quarter over 
the year-ago figure is the highest. 
our economy has achieved in the 
Jast 20 years. It is also better than 
that achieved by most of our 
neighbors, exceeded only by Sin- 
gapore’s 8.6-percent and China's 
11.6-percent GDP growth rates. 
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Statistical review 

Being official data coming out 
of the government statistical sys- 
tem, one must presume that they 
are (1) unbiased, honest data 
generated by independent pro- 
fessionals with no political agen- 
da, and (2) based on the best da- 
ta and statistical methodologies 
available to the government. I 
believe we can safely assume the 
former. On the latter, however, 
the problem is that the best data 
and statistical methodologies 
currently at the disposal of the 
government may now be far 
from the best that one can get. 
‘The quality of data generated by 
the Philippine Statistical System 
(PSS) has lately been put to se- 
‘vere question by users of the da- 
ta and especially by senior statis- 
tical experts. They point out that 
the system has not undergone 
any serious review and update in 
the last two decades, when so 
much has changed both in the 
state of the art in statistical 
methods and in the complex па- 
ture of the social and economic 
system that is being measured. 

For this reason, a special high- 
level panel of experts commis- 
sioned by the government is cur- 
rendy undertaking a thorough 
review of the PSS. Initial find- 


Same questions 

But why is it that rather than 
rejoice and congratulate our 
selves over the pleasantly surpris 
ing news, the common reaction 
seems to be one of disbelief and 
skepticism? Have we Filipinos be- 
come too accustomed to failure 
that we cannot deal with success? 
Or have we become so accus- 
tomed to cheating and їпсотре- 
tence that even the economic 
growth statistics cannot be ex- 
empt from suspicion of fraud, ma- 
nipulation or plain inaccuracy? 

The same questions people 
asked in the first quarter are 
thus being asked all over again: 
Is the 7.5-percent growth rate 
too good to be true? And grant- 
ed that it is true, is it too good to 
lost? Can it be sustained? 

The first question posed in 
somewhat different words by a 
journalist provoked a display of 
the famous presidential temper 
last week. But can the numbers 
indeed be believed, or relied 


BSP approves Metrobank 
plan to raise tier 2 capital 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
has given Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. 
the go-signal to offer P10 billion worth of 
subordinated notes, which will qualify as 
tier 2 or supplementary capital. 

Nestor Espenilla Jr, BSP Deputy Gover- 
nor for bank supervision and examination, 
said the BSP's policy-board Monetary 
Board had approved the issuance of the 
subordinated debt during its, meeting last 
Thursday. 

Metrobank president Arthur Ty said the 
fund-raising exercise would be pursued 
most likely in September or October this 
year. Proceeds will be used to refinance ma- 
turing obligations. 

Ту said it was deemed practical to issue 
peso-denominated bonds at this time “to 
eliminate any foreign exchange differential 
vis-à-vis the refinancing requirements.” 

He said the environment was not too fa- 
vorable for an offshore bond float at this 
time. 

Offshore investors are currently paring 
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ings of the panel suggest serious 
shortcomings in the technical 
capability of the statistical agen- 
cies, manifested, among other 
things, by a glaring lack or out- 
right absence of advanced de- 
gree holders in statistics in the 
most critical statistical agencies. 
There are also serious questions 
оп the methods being employed 
to generate the data. All these 
make the “too good to be true” 
question more than an opposi- 
tion critic’s nuisance reaction. 


Government driven 

A closer examination of the 
growth data helps in answering 
the second question pertaining to 
sustainability of the growth. One 
must first ask what led the econo- 
my to grow much faster than the 
5-6 percent that most analysts 
had been expecting. This is a 
matter of simple arithmetic. One 
only needs to identify ће compo- 
nents of the economy that grew 
faster than 5-6 percent, because 
these must have been responsible 
for pulling up the growth to the 
surprising level we are seeing. 

From the expenditure or de- 
mand side, it was only govern- 
ment consumption spending 
(13,5 percent) and capital for- 
mation via construction (18.9 
percent) that grew extraordinar- 
ily fast. The overall construction 
growth was actually dominated 
by government construction, 
which grew 39.6 percent against 
an anemic 2.5 percent growth in 
private construction. The other 
two remaining major compo- 
ments of demand, such as per- 
sonal consumption and exports, 
grew by 6 percent and 4.2 per- 


cent, respectively, and thus 
could not explain the extraordi- 
nary growth. It is thus clear that 
the extraordinary growth of the 
economy in the first half was 
provoked by extraordinary gov- 


weaknesses in governance con- 
tinue to get in the way of business 
confidence, then no amount of 
new infrastructure spending will 
stimulate more durable private 


Cor 


ernment spending, induced 
mainly by the May elections. 
Will it last? 


МИШ government spending 
continue on a fast clip to pro- 


investment growth at the rates 
needed to sustain 7.5-percent 
growth or higher 
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US economic difficulties makes 
it unlikely. Can private con- 
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the 7-8 percent range? Given 
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sumption than already is. 
Will overall investment growth 
other than public construction 
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get out of its lethargy seen over 
the last two years? This, to me, is 
the key. If massive government 
spending on infrastructure gets 
sustained and eventually pump- 
primes private investment spend- 
ing, then we may still be able to 
ramp up to а new and higher 
growth plane. But if persistent 
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down their exposure in emerging markets, 
including the Philippines, due to concerns 


SEMINARS AND EVI 


VTS (as of August 29, 2007) 


over the worsening credit crunch in the 
United States which was caused by increas- 

ing delinquency among high-risk or sub- 

prime housing borrowers. 

London-based credit watchdog Fitch 
Ratings last week upgraded the rating of 
Metrobank’s outstanding long-term foreign 
currency debts from "BB-" to “BB” with a 
stable outlook. 

The credit ratings agency cited 
Metrobank’s improving balance sheet posi- 
tion and underlying profitability, together 
with leadership advantages, as the reasons. 
for the upgrade. 

"This ratings upgrade validates our 
strategies to strengthen both our balance 
sheet and profitability. Given the improv- 
ing economic fundamentals and the posi- 
tive interest rate environment, we will 
continue to focus on growing our business, 
and at the same time seek opportunities to 
reduce our nonperforming assets,” Ty 
said. 

Metrobank reported а 34-percent in- 
crease in its year-on-year first half profit to 
P3.7 billion from P2.75 billion in 2006. It 
also reported an improvement in nonper- 
forming loans ratio to 6.9 percent at the 
end of 2006 from the 9.6-percent level in 
December 2005. 

In the meantime, Metrobank’s $125-mil- 
lion Tier 1 subordinated notes was upgrad- 
ей to "B" from "B-," with the outstanding 
short-term foreign currency debts affirmed 
pou 

‘The banks consolidated assets reached 
P669.3 billion as of end-June 2007. Con- 
solidated total deposits stood at P503.1 


4:00pm - 3:00pm 
3:30pm - 5:00pm 


10:30am - 3:00pm 


10:30am - 12:30pm 


1:00pm - 3:00pm 


3:00pm - 5:00pm 


10:30am - 5:00pm 
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фат - 12:30pm. 


October 4, 2007 (Thursday) 


Special Events (WTCMM Lobby): 
Product Launching by: Univet Agricultural Products 


Cooking Demonstration 
Буг Organic Producers Trade Assoc. 


October 5, 2007 (Friday) 
‘Seminars (Hall A, WTCMM): 


Management of Sows & Piglets 


1 Growing the Future - Richel Greenhouses 


by: French Le Club (Seminar Rm. 1) 


Monitoring & Evaluating the Socio-Economic 


Impact of BT Corn In the Philippines 
by: Monsanto Phils. (Seminar Rm. 3) 


+ Nutriional Strategies to Prevent Scouring in 


Piglets 


- Biosecurity Measures During Disease Outbreak 


* Using the Right Blend. 
by: Univat (Seminar Rm. 2) 


“Technological Trends In Organlé Farming & 


International Organic Certification 
by: Herbana Farms (Seminar Rm. 3) 


“The Essentials of Managing Common Pig 


Diseases at Herd Level. 


Буг San Miguel Foods, Inc. (Seminar Rm. 2) 
High Productivity as a Result of an Optimum Climate 


by: SKOV (Seminar Rm. 3) 


‘Special Events (WTCMM Lobby): 


‘Sponsored by: San Miguel Foods, Inc. 


October 6, 2007 (Saturday) 
‘Seminars (Hall A, WTCMM): 


Pangasius World Trends & Management 
‘Opportunities 
by: Vtarich Corp. (Seminar Rm. 2) 


Avocado & Coconul-Based Products 
Essential Olls 
+ Malungay Julce 


by: Bureau of Agricultural Research (Seminar Rm. 3) 


indigenous Plants for Health & Welness 


+ Philippine Fisheries Investment Environment 
by: Bureau of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources. 
"Farming of Sea Cucumber, Sea Horse & Abalone 
by: SEAFDEC-AQD 

“Farming of Sea Urchin 

by: Bureau of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources. 
(Seminar Rm. 2) 


«Temperature Management (Including Non- 
Refrigerated Techniques) Along the Supply 
Chain to the Supermarket 

+ Ensuring Quality & Safety of Fresh Produce in 
Supermarkets 

by: Postharvest Horticulture Training & Research 

(Seminar Rm. 3) 


+ Economics of Goat Raising 
Goat & Sheep Marketing 

1 Forage & Pasture Development 

‘Health & Nutrition 

by: Federation of Goat & Sheep Producers 
& Assoc. (Seminar Rm. 1) 


+ Ornamental Fish Raising or Farming of Red 
Tapia 

+ Modular Cage Farming of Bangus 

1 Pond Polycullure of Caranx, Grouper, Red 
Snapper & Siganid with Bangus 

by: Bureau of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources 

(Seminar Rim. 2) 


The Organic Challenge: 

+ The Baras Town, Rizal Achievement in Becoming 
the 1st Organic Town in the Philippines 

* Updates in the Organic and Slowfood 
Movements 


1:00pm - 3:00pm 


3:00pm - 5:00pm 


‚ Earthwornis in Your Organic Farm ж 
by Organic Producers Trade Assoc. t 
(Seminar Rm. 3) ay 

8f 


Special Events (WTCMM Lobby): 
10:30am - 12:00. — AgrKapinan Forum by: Agri-Aqua Network Intl. 
1:00pm - 3:00pm ^ Cooking Demonstration "Megarantisadong Sarap” 
Бу: Mega Fishing 

Cooking Demonstration 

‘Application of Organic Fiber in Meat Processing 
for Value Added Products. 

by: Bureau of Animal industry 


3:30pm - 5:00pm 


billion while total net loans amounted to 
P277.6 billion for the same period. It has 
more than 800 international and domestic 
branches, offices, subsidiaries and affili- 
ates. 
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Canadian mining firm expands 


a PHILIPPINE DA 


exploration targets in Batangas 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CANADIAN FIRM MINDORO RESOURCES 
Ltd. said it had secured an exploration per- 
mit for a total of 1,538 hectares of land near 
its existing gold and copper prospects in 
Batangas. 

Mindoro Resources said in a statement 
that the permit covered five parcels of land 
with “multiple gold and copper-gold tar- 
gets" where drill testing was planned for 
2008 once ground work was completed 
and the priority drill targets defined. 

In the statement, the company said the 
land was within its project area in Batangas 
which covered at least 30,000 hectares of a 
well-mineralized copper-gold belt. 

Mindoro Resources said the permit was 
acquired under an agreement with Philex 
Mining Corp., which allowed the former 
and its partner -Egerton Gold Phils.-- to ac- 
quire up to 100-percent interest in the 
property. This is, however, subject to an un- 
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derlying net smelter royalty of 2 percent to 
Philex. 

Mindoro Resources, which trades on the 
‘Toronto-based TSX Venture Exchange, provid- 
ed the following data for each parcel of land: 

e the 162-hectare parcel 1, on the west- 
em side of the existing Calo porphyry cop- 
per-gold prospect, where drill-tested ore 
samples showed 3.8 percent copper con- 
tent and 3 grams of gold and 56 grams of 


Silver per ton; 


ethe 405-hectare parcel 2, near the 
Lobo project, where а а small gold deposit 
was confirmed in 2005; 

ө те 567-hectare parcel 3, near the 
‘Archangel gold-copper project, covers the 
Talon copper prospect where samples 
yielded 0.1 percent copper content and 3.8 
grams of gold and 1.91 grams of silver per 
ton of ore; 

the 243-hectare parcel 4, also near the 
Archangel project, covers an extension of 
the so-called Bootin prospect which has 
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shown indications of a porphyry соррег- 
gold target deep underground; and 

өе 161-hectare parcel 5, again near 
the Archangel project, covers an extension 
of the Kay Tanda gold-silver prospect where 
the firm has drilled at least 150 holes. 

In May, Mindoro Resources announced it 
would raise CDN$2.45 million (or P104 mil- 
lion) through the TSX Venture Exchange to 
help advance its projects in the Philippines. 

Mindoro Resources is holding 22 identified 
porphyry copper-gold prospects in the Philip- 
pines, spread across other areas in Batangas 
and the northeastern tip of Mindanao as well 
as Pan de Azucar Island off Panay Island. 

The firm's Batangas package comprises 
14,000 hectares of a gold-copper belt en- 
compassing Lobo and Archangel and other 
acquisitions in the province. 

Its Surigao package covers 24,000 hectares 
and is the second largest in the province, with 
mineral zones of epithermal gold, copper-gold 


porphyry, and nickel-cobalt laterite. 
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PNOC unit inv 


By Abigail L. Но 


INABID ТО FIND THE BEST JATROPHA 
variety to propagate, PNOC Alternative. 
Fuels Corp. (PNOC-AFC), а unit of 
Philippine National Oil Co., spent nearly 
$3 million for its research and develop- 
ment efforts. 

For the nurseries alone, PNOC-AFC 
president and chief executive Peter An- 
thony Abaya said the company had 
spent about P52 million, or about a 
third of what it had invested so far in re- 
search and development. 

“We're still undergoing provenance 
testing. We've planted various varieties 
to test their behavior and their yield. 
Most likely, we'll use one of the vari- 
eties present in Mindanao and in 
Palawan,” he said. 

He said PNOC-AFC's R&D team, to- 


Й gether with its partners at the Depart- 


ment of Science and Technology, had 
planted about seven jatropha varieties. 
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Canadian mining firm expands 


exploration targets in Batangas 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CANADIAN FIRM MINDORO RESOURCES 
Ltd. said it had secured an exploration per- 
mit for a total of 1,538 hectares of land near 
its existing gold and copper prospects in 
Batangas. 

Mindoro Resources said in a statement 
that the permit covered five parcels of land 
with “multiple gold and copper-gold tar- 
gets" where drill testing was planned for 
2008 once ground work was completed 
and the priority drill targets defined. 

Та the statement, the company said the 
lend was within its project area in Batangas 
which covered at least 30,000 hectares of a 
well-mineralized copper-gold belt. 

‘Mindoro Resources said the permit was 
acquired under an agreement with Philex 
Mining Corp., which allowed the former 
and its partner -Egerton Gold Phils.~ to ac- 
quire up to 100-percent interest in the 
property. This is, however, subject to an un- 
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derlying net smelter royalty of 2 percent to 
Philex. 

Mindoro Resources, which trades on the 
Toronto-based TSX Venture Exchange, provid- 
ed the following data for each parcel of land: 

© the 162-hectare parcel 1, on the west- 
ern side of the existing Calo porphyry cop- 
per-gold prospect, where drill-tested ore 
samples showed 3.8 percent copper con- 
tent and 3 grams of gold and 56 grams of 


‘Silver per ton; 


өте 405-hectare parcel 2, near the 
Lobo project, where a a small gold deposit 
was confirmed in 2005; 

ө фе 567-hectare parcel 3, near the 
Archangel gold-copper project, covers the 
Talon copper prospect where samples 
yielded 0.1 percent copper content and 3.8 
grams of gold and 1.91 grams of silver рег 
ton of ore; 

the 243-hectare parcel 4, also near the 
Archangel project, covers an extension of 
the so-called Bootin prospect which has 
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shown indications of a porphyry copper- 
gold target deep underground; and. 

@the 161-hectare parcel 5, again near 
the Archangel project, covers an extension 
of the Kay Tanda gold-silver prospect where 
the firm has drilled at least 150 holes. 

In May, Mindoro Resources announced it 
would raise CDN$2.45 million (or P104 mil- 
Боп) through the TSX Venture Exchange to 
help advance its projects in the Philippines. 

‘Mindoro Resources is holding 22 identified 
porphyry copper-gold prospects in the Philip- 
pines, spread across other areas in Batangas 
and the northeastem tip of Mindanao as well. 
as Pan de Azucar Island off Panay Island. 

The firm's Batangas package comprises 
14,000 hectares of a gold-copper belt en- 
compassing Lobo and Archangel and other 
acquisitions in the province. 

Its Surigao package covers 24,000 hectares 
and is the second largest in the province, with 
mineral zones of epithermal gold, copper-gold 
porphyry, and nickel-cobalt laterite. 
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PNOC uni 


By Abigail L. Ho 


INABIDTO FIND THE BEST JATROPHA, 
variety to propagate, PNOC Alternative 
Fuels Corp. (PNOC-AFC), а unit of 
Philippine National Oil Co., spent nearly 
$3 million for its research and develop- 
ment efforts, 

For the nurseries alone, PNOC-AFC 
president and chief executive Peter An- 
thony Abaya said the company had 
spent about P52 million, or about a 
third of what it had invested so far in re- 
search and development. 

“We're still undergoing provenance 
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testing. We've planted various varieties 
to test their behavior and their yield 
Most likely, we'll use one of the vari- 
eties present in Mindanao and in 
Palawan,” he said. 


He said PNOC-AFC's R&D team, to- 
gether with its partners at the Depart- 


Д ment of Science and Technology, had 


planted about seven jatropha varieties. 
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BEIJING 
“Thirty-four young 
Filipinos, 
comprising thefirst 
batch of taipan John 
Gokongwei 
scholars, pose for 
the cameras before 
checkingin at the 
Ninoy Aquino 
International 
Airport for their 
flight to Beijing. 
They were selected 
by the Gokongwei 
Brothers 
Foundation from 
hundreds of 
applicants for a one- | 
year,all-expense- 
paid study in China. 
The program aims 
to hone the talents 
ofthe country's 
futureleaders. 
кулом 


sts $3M in R&D 


tween Landbank and PNOC-AFC which 
was signed last week. 

‘Under the agreement, Landbank would 
provide loans to qualified farmers or 
farmer groups wanting to venture into jat- 
ropha-related activities, including the es- 
tablishment of plantations and refineries. 

PNOCAFC will help identify prospec- 
tive jatropha growers who can avail 
themselves of financing from Landbank. 
It will identify prospective plantation 
sites, conduct technical validation on the 
sustainability of the area and other tech- 
nical aspects needed in jatropha nursery 
production and plantation development. 

It will enter into production, techni- 
cal and marketing agreements with 
farmers, farmer groups, cooperatives, 
small and medium enterprises, corpo- 
rations and other qualified entities for 
jatropha biodiesel-related projects. 

PNOC-AFC will also serve as a major ja- 
tropha seed buyer to assure growers of а 
steady and sure market for their harvests. 


cse, the three best varieties 
Je recommended for propaga- 
hrious plantations. 
zal jatropha varieties that PNOC- 
already tested included those 
General Santos City, Davao, 
Batangas, Laguna, Nueva Ecija, 
hmarines Sur and Sorsogon. 
not being too aggressive in 
nting the project because we 
be really careful. Jatropha 
ns and refineries require huge 
nts, so we don't want to just 
Into this without the assurance 
variety we'll propagate will 
the highest yield,” Abaya said. 
Bank of the Philippines has 
ailable between PS billion and 
on worth of funds for farmers 
her groups wanting to establish 
plantations and even their 
neries and other facilities. 
ancing window was the result 
|morendum of agreement be- 


Target is to keep rate of expansion at below 20% к 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GROWTH IN THE COUNTRYS 
broad money supply slowed down for the 
third consecutive month in July to hit 18.7 
percent following the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ intensified mopping up operations. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said 
on Friday that the slower expansion in do- 
mestic liquidity in July compared to the 
19.4 percent growth in the previous month 
was a result of the monetary measures initi- 
ated by the BSP in May, when it strength- 
ened its special deposit facilities as a tool to 
mop up excess cash in the system. 

Domestic liquidity or m3 is the broadest 
measure of money and is used to estimate 
the entire money supply in an economy. It 
includes cash in circulation, demand de- 
posits, money market funds and short-term 
securities buyback agreements. 

Оп a month-on-month basis excluding 
seasonality factors, domestic liquidity or 
m3 also rose at a slower pace of 0.7 percent 
in July versus 1.2 percent in June. 

“The slowdown in net domestic assets 
moderated the growth in domestic liquidi- 
ty, which continues to be driven mainly by 
the steady rise in net foreign assets,” 
Tetangco said. 

He said the year-on-year growth of net 
domestic assets decelerated to 0.4 percent 
in July from 3.8 percent in June while the 
growth of net foreign assets went up to 39.6 
percent from 31.1 percent for the same pe- 
riod. 

Credit extended to the public sector ex- 
panded at a slightly faster pace of 10.7 per- 
cent from 10.5 percent in June, whilecredit 
to the private sector grew more briskly dur- 
ing the period by 7.2 percent from 6 per- 
cent. 

“Policy measures to absorb liquidity are 
expected to keep m3 growth at a manage- 

able level, contributing to the overall be- 
nign inflation outlook,” Tetangco said. 

“The BSP will remain vigilant so that 
price stability is maintained and the up- 
ward trajectory of economic growth is sus- 
tained,” he said. 

This is line with the BSP's expectations 
that m3 growth would stay below the 20 
percent in the months ahead. 


When 
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Money supply growth slows dow 1? 


Excessive liquidity growth, which could 
stoke inflation, was tempered by recent 
measures implemented by the BSP to mop 
up money supply. 

Last May, the BSP transformed its previously 
‘underutilized SDA facility into a more potent 
tool. Under the new rules on SDA, even the 
banks’ trust departments and non-bank state 
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corporations can place funds with the BSP yi «te 

To make the SDAs more attractive, the ` 
BSP has made these instruments eligible as >.. 
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US Fed pledges to contain effect of credit crunch 


Bush unveils broad measures to help homeowners 


US PRESIDENT George W. Bush talks about easing the mortgage default crisis next to US 


Secretary of Treasury Henry Paulson Jr. in the Rose Garden of the White House. 
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GE sells plastics business 
to Saudi firm for $11.6B 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT—GENERAL 
Electric Co. closed an $11.6 billion (eu- 
108.46 billion) sale of its plastics division 
on Friday, taking the final step in the long- 
anticipated divestiture. 

The sale to petrochemicals manufacturer 
Saudi Basic Industries Corp. (Sabic) is part of 
the Fairfield-based conglomerate's strategy of 
selling slower growth and volatile businesses 
such as insurance, and invest in high-growth, 
high-technology businesses, such as health 
care and water processing technology. 

Sabic is one of the world's 10 largest 
petrochemicals manufacturers. 

The company is among the world's mar- 
ket leaders in the production of polyethy- 
Jene, polypropylene and other advanced 
thermoplastics, glycols, methanol and fer- 
tilizers, as well as the fourth-largest poly- 
olefins producer. 

The deal is expected to create for GE a 
net gain, after taxes, of $1.5 billion (eu- 
101.09 billion). 

GE will use the proceeds of the sale to 
complete its current $27 billion (euro19.7 
billion) stock buyback program, with $12 
billion (euro8.76 billion) of the $14 billion 
(euro10.22 billion) planned for 2007 in the 


second half of this year. 

The GE unit supplied plastic resins to the. 
automotive, health care and consumer 
electronics industries. 

Tt has been weighed down by the rising 
costs of natural gas and raw materials since 
2004. 

Profits for the division fell by 22 percent 
to $674 million (euro491.79 million) in 
2006. 

Sabic intends to expand the business 
globally and is not planning to cut jobs, 
company officials sai 

The plastics division is a $6.6-billion (eu- 
104.82 billion) global supplier of plastic 
resins used in automotive, health care, con- 
sumer electronics, transportation, building 
and construction, telecommunications, and 
optical media. 

Based in Pinsfeld, Massachusetts, it employs 
10,300 people in 60 locations worldwide. 

GE's plastics division dates to 1930, re- 
sulting directly from Thomas Edison's ex- 
periments with plastic filaments for light 
bulbs in the 1890s. 

It grew into a significant GE venture 
where Jeff Immelt, president and chief ex- 
ecutive, began his GE career AP 


WASHINGTON—FEDERAL RESERVE 
chair Ben Bernanke pledged Friday to 
limit the spillover of a credit crunch on. 
the broader economy as the White 
House unvelled aid to homeowners 
facing foreclosure. 

The two separate announce- 
ments were aimed at curbing conta- 
gion from a housing crisis that some 
fear could derail the US economic 
expansion. 

Bernanke, in his first public re- 
marks since global markets were 
тойей by fears of a liquidity crisis, 
said the Fed wants to avoid "further 
tightening of credit conditions,” 
which could have “adverse effects 
оп consumer spending and the 
economy more generally.” 

Markets viewed the remarks аз 
opening the door to a potential in- 
terest rate cut that could lower 
overall borrowing costs and stimu- 
late credit markets. 

Stephen Gallagher, economist at 
Societe Generale in New York, said 


the Fed "continues to embrace the 
market with tough love, but will do 
what is necessary,” including a cut 
in the federal funds rate if neces- 
sary, on September 18. 

Some analysts argue that Bernanke 
does not want to be too quick to cut. 
rates, for fears of sparking inflation. 
and being seen as balling out in- 
vestors who made risky bets. 

But Robert ^ DiClemente, 
economist at Citigroup, said he be- 
Nieves that “the speed and magni- 
tude by which the overall financial 
setting has deteriorated are consis- 
tent with downside risks ... that jus- 
tify policy (rate) action." 

‘Meanwhile, President George W. 


- Bush outlined a series of actions aimed 


at averting foreclosure for distressed 
homeowners, many of whom are fac- 
ing a сї as adjustable-rate mort- 
gages are reset to reflect higher rates. 
‘One measure announced by Bush 
would allow homeowners with a 
good credit history, but who cannot 
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afford their current payments, to 
refinance into federally insured 
mortgages, likely at lower rates, 

He also encouraged lenders to try 
to work out payment arrangements 
with financially strapped home- 
owners and urged Congress to pass 
additional relief measures. 

However analysts said the mea- 
sures would only affect a small frac- 
tion of the estimated two million 
homeowners facing foreclosure. 

Bush insisted the federal govern- 
ment has only a “limited” role to play 
in helping millions of people now 
struggling to hold onto their homes 
amid rising interest rates and was not 
promoting “a federal bailout.” 

Bernanke, speaking at a Fed sym- 
posium in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
did not directly speak about the 
next move on interest rates, but ap- 
peared to be aiming to allay con- 
cerns that the Fed would do nothing 
to prevent a broader credit crunch 
that drags down the economy. AFP 


NEW YORK—WITH RENEWED 
optimism of a Federal Reserve in- 
terest rate cut, Wall Street will be- 
gin а holiday-shortened week 
Tuesday with eyes turned toward 
alabor market report. 

The major indices ended геја- 
tively flat after a week of volatile 
trading. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 0.16 percent from the 
prior week to finish at 13,357.74 
points Friday while the tech-rich 
Nasdaq rose 0.76 percent to 
2,596.36 points. 

The broad market Standard & 
Poor's 500 index ended 0.36 per- 
cent lower than a week ago, at 
1,473.99 points 

The market continued weeks of 
turbulence due to a credit crunch 
that originated in the high-risk 
subprime mortgage sector, where 
lenders offer home loans to peo- 
ple with shaky credit. 

Investors are worrying about 
the unknown extent of the eco- 
nomic damage from the credit 
fallout. 

Counting on the Federal ве. 
serve to ease monetary policy and 


Wall Street to focus on jobs report 


soothe the markets, investors fi- 
nally were reassured Friday by a 
speech by Fed chair Ben Bernanke 
and measures to help distressed 
homeowners unveiled by Presi- 
dent George W. Bush. 

Bernanke's speech, to a Fed 
symposium in Wyoming, “was the 
minimum the market wanted to 
hear,” said Marc Pado, an analyst 
at Cantor Fitzgerald. 

The speech “wasn’t exciting, 
butit was reassuring,” he added. 

For Stephen Gallagher of Soci- 
ete Generale, Bernanke's remarks 
“validate expectations the Fed will 
do what is necessary to restore or- 
der and liquidity in the capital 
markets.” 

Investors also found reassur- 
ance on Friday from comments 
from Bush, who unveiled mea- 
sures aimed at helping subprime 
borrowers avoid foreclosure and 
softening the blow of the sub- 
prime crisis on the overall econo- 
my. 

“US equity markets moved up 
somewhat uneasily last week, as 
economic indicators from August 


were relatively mixed for the out- 
look, while key speeches from 
President Bush and Fed chair 
Bernanke on Friday reassured in- 
vestors to the effect that policy- 
makers were alert to the looming 
issues in the housing and credit 
markets,” wrote Global Insight 
analysts Brian Bethune and Nigel 
Gault. 

Cantor Fitzgerald's Pado pre- 
dicted the markets would get “а 
little bit of a reprieve” from 
volatility this week, ahead of the 
next Fed interest-rate meeting on 
September 18. 

‘The markets are closed Monday 
for the Labor Day holiday, which 
honors American workers. 

The market will be on tenter- 
hooks for the release of the August 
employment report next Friday, ex- 
pected to show a modest growth in 
job creations, analysts said. 

“IF there is one thing that gets 
the Fed to move one way or the 
other on rates” it is the jobs mar- 
ket, because it is a leading indica- 
tor of the state of the economy, Ра- 
do said. AFP 


Climate change breakthroughs 
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not expected at Apec meeting 


BANGKOK, THAILAND—BREAKTHROUGHS 
оп greenhouse gas reductions are unlikely at 
this week's summit of Asia-Pacific leaders, en- 
vironmentalist and diplomats said, though 
high-level discussions could shape future di- 
mate change agreements. 

The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum is expected to call for major polluters 
to make "measurable and verifiable contri- 
butions to meeting shared global goals,” ac- 
cording to a draft declaration on climate 
Change obtained by the environmental 
group Greenpeace and viewed by The Asso- 
ciated Press. 

It makes no mention of emissions tar- 
gets, instead calling for voluntary measures 
promoting the use of energy efficiency, for- 
est protection and increased spending on 
leaner forms of energy like wind and nu- 
clear power. 


Empty strategy 

Environmentalists have already con- 
demned the approach as an empty strategy. 

But any consensus reached in Sydney by 
АРЕС 21 members—which together use 
about 60 percent of global energy and in- 
clude six of the top 10 carbon emitters in 
the United States, China, Russia, Japan, 
South Korea and Canada— could influence 
talks at a UN conference in December in 
Bali, Indonesia that will begin to chart the 
course for a successor to the Kyoto Proto- 
col, which expires in 2012. 

“If the Sydney declaration goes beyond 
diplomatic niceties, then it could shift the 
global debate on the framework for what 
the successor agreement to Kyoto would 
be,” said Malcolm Cook, Asia-Pacific pro- 
gram director at Australian think tank the 
Lowy Institute. 

The APEC leaders are expected to sign off 
on a climate change declaration at their 
Sept. 8-9 summit. 


Voluntary measures 

Some APEC delegates acknowledge it 
would be counterproductive to push for 
targets at the forum. 

It thrives on voluntary measures, they 
said, and is missing key players including 
India, Brazil and the European Union. 

“We think it is appropriate not to men- 
tion any target on the reduction emission it- 
self” said Virachai Plasai, a member of 
Thailand's APEC delegation. 


“This is best left to the UN process be- 
cause it’s the main framework for that,” he 
said. “It is a proven framework, although it 
could be more efficient. If you try and set 
up something, I'm not sure whether the 
non-APEC members would join it.” 

Kyoto requires 35 industrial nations to 
cut their global-warming emissions 5 per- 
cent below 1990 levels by 2012. The US 
and Australia are the only industrialized 
nations not to sign Kyoto. 

The EU wants a post-Kyoto agreement to 
limit global temperature rises at 2 degrees 
Celsius (3.6 degrees F) above the levels of the 
preindustrial era. The EU, Canada and Japan 
have endorsed a 50 percent emissions reduc- 
tion by 2050 to meet that goal and avoid the 
worst affects of global warming. 

The US and Australia have opposed 
mandatory cuts and maintain that develop- 
ing nations such as China, India and Brazil 
must be included in any pact. 

China and India also argue against caps, say- 
ing it would impede their economic growth. 

“1 don’t want to single China out, but Chi- 
na has got a major role to play.” US Presi- 
dent George W. Bush told reporters in 
‘Washington in a briefing on APEC. 

“Any agreement without China is not go- 
ing to be an effective agreement. Su my 
strategy has been to get China at the table.” 


New approach 

Australian Prime Minister John Howard, 
а harsh critic of Kyoto and former global 
warming skeptic, has put climate change at 
the top of the agenda at APEC, a year after 
the issue got only a passing mention in the 
group's final communique. 

Howard says APEC could help design a 
new approach to climate change that will 
include developing as well as developed 
economies, and would allow flexibility de- 
pending on a country’s development, and 
emphasize technological solutions. 

APEC proposes to create a network to fi- 
nance research and development into re- 
newable energy and energy efficiency, and 
to increase forest cover in the APEC region 
1020 million hectares (49.4 million acres). 

Greenpeace spokesperson Ben Pearson 
said the APEC draft declaration confirms that. 
“Howard and Bush want to use the upcoming 
APEC meeting to derail international negoti- 
ations on continuing and strengthening the 
Kyoto Protocol on climate change.” АР 
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Nasugbu, a 27,750-hectare coastal town, 
located 102 kilometers southwest of Mani- 
Ja, is a favorite leisure and vacation get- 
away, especially during summer. 

It is subdivided into 42 villages, with а 
population of 98,558 based on the 2000 


Within the property is Mt. Pico de Loro, a 
national park and a favorite hiking and 
mountaineering site. 

SIC also intends to mounta ferry service de- 


THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
and Development Authority has 
urged local businessmen to in- 
vest in North Luzon given the 
great growth potential of its 
mariculture and mining re- 


During the North Luzon 
Area Business Conference held 
inLa Union recently, Neda offi- 
cer in charge Augusto B. San- 
tos told businessmen in the 
area to take advantage of the 
opportunities presented by its 


and developments such as the 


“North Luzon has a huge po- 
tential because ofits wide marine 
and fishery expanse and vast de- 
posits of metallic and nonmetal- 
lic resources,” Santos said. 

Investors can also take ad- 
vantage of North Luzon's strate- 
gic location, It can serve as the 
country’s link to Taiwan and 
Southern China. 

“These are markets waiting 
for your products. The coastal 


By Joey А, Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE PRICE 
of сорга in Eastern Visayas has 
dropped due to lower demand 
in the world market. 

Philippine Coconut Authority 
regional director 
Nierva said here recently that 
the price of copra has dropped 
from a high of P27 a kilo to 
about P22 a kilo in August. 

Nierva said the drop in the 
price was caused by the decreas- 
ing demand for copra in the 
world market and the high cost 
of shipment to other countries. 

Oil produced from copra or 
dried coconut meat is processed 
into cooking oil, and also used 
asa raw material in the manu- 
facturing of such products as 
soap and cosmetics. 

But Nierva said the region's 
more than 1.7 million coconut 
farmers have nothing to fear as 
the government expects prices 
to soon increase. 

Не said farmers should only 
begin to worry when the price 
reaches the critical level of P10 


Group formed to oversee development 
of municipality into a prime destination 


By Marlon Alexander Luistro 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


BATANGAS CITY—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
‘Arroyo has declared Nasugbu, a first class mu- 
nicipality in Batangas known for its white sand 
beach resorts, a special tourism zone. 

Executive Order 647 signed on August 3 
likewise called for the formation of a pri- 
vate sector-led “Nasugbu eminent persons 
group" to oversee the development of the 
Nasugbu Special Tourism Zone. 

The NSTZ will cover the areas included 
in the Nasugbu Tourism Development Plan, 
which was prepared by the municipal gov- 
ernment and validated by the Philippine 
Tourism Authority (PTA). 

The order gave the PTA administrative 
and control functions over the zone, in co- 
ordination with the eminent persons group 
and the municipal government. 

“Consistent with the avowed policy of 
the state to promote tourism in the country, 
the sustainable development of Nasugbu, 
Batangas as a priority tourism destination 
is hereby declared,” Ms Arroyo said in her 


attractions. 


parting from the Manila Bay terminal of the 
SM Central Business Park in the Mall of Asia to 
Hamilo Coast, due to be operational by 2008. 

President Arroyo's order ensured that the. 
government will plan, undertake, and 
cause the implementation of support pro- 
jects and programs to preserve the attrac- 
tiveness of Nasugbu, Batangas as a major 

The town’s white sand beaches and vir- tourism destination. 
gin tropical forests have attracted a group 
of real estate developers like the SM Invest- 
ments Corp. (SIC), which plans to construct. 
2 5,900-hectare resort, the Hamilo Coast, in 


Businessmen urged 
to invest in Luzon 


By Amy R. Remo 


areas can veritably be export 
outlets with the area's ports and 
airports," Santos told the local 
businessmen. 

Santos also urged business- 
men to take advantage of other 
opportunities spelled out in the 
“super region” thrust of the gov- 
ernment. 

The ^ government һай 
grouped provinces into four su- 
per regions, namely the Luzon 
Urban Beltway, North Luzon 
Agribusiness Quadrangle, Cen- 
tral Philippines and Mindanao 
super region. 

North Luzon is covered by the 
NLAQ, headed by Agriculture 
Secretary Arthur C. Yap. 

NLAQ is composed of 
Cordillera, Ilocos, and Cagayan 
as well as parts of Central Luzon 
such as Nueva Ecija, Tarlac and 
Zambales. 

With agribusiness as its cur- 
rent development thrust, the 
NLAQ super region produces 26 
percent of the country’s corn 
supply, 65 percent of vegetables 
and holds 37 percent of the 
Philippines’ rice potential. 


Copra prices drop 
in Eastern Visayas 


akilo. 

Eastern Visayas is the coun- 
чуз leading copra producer, 
and the industry accounts for 
around 60 percent of the re- 
gion’s economy. 

Last year, the region generat- 
ed $57 million from copra ex- 
ports, 

Nierva said the PCA also contin- 
ues to assist coconut farmers, such 
аз by attracting more investors to 
come in the region as this would 
help lessen impact of lower copra 
prices in the world market. 

“At present, 80 percent of our 
coconut production is exported 
to other countries while only 20 
percent is used domestically. We 
want this trend to reverse with 
80 percent going to the local 
market and only 20 percent sold 
abroad,” Nierva said. 

There are eight oil mill plants 
now operating in different parts of 
Eastern Visayas, but their copra 
consumption is still below the re- 
gion’s annual copra production of 
575,000 metric tons. 

Nierva said these oil millers 
take in just over 300,000 metric 
tonsa year. 
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The order said that the functions of the five- 
man eminent persons group will include rec- 
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ensure compliance with Nasugbu tourism's 
sustainable development program. 

She also tasked the group to ensure the 
preservation of the town’s natural and cul- 
tural heritage and to get the locals to take 
part in the development effort. 
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outreach programs, information seminars, and job fairs im 
its cluster branches during the week prior to the Anniversary 
(August 27-31); a grand homecoming of past SSS officers and 
employees on September 1 at the SSS Members Assistance Center 
(MAC) in Quezon City; and a medical-dental mission Гог Metro 
Manila-based members on September 4, also at the MAC. There 
will also be a Pensioners’ Day Program at the SM Mall of Asia 
Тог Metro Manila-based pensioners on September 5, which will 
held simultancously in selected SM Malls nationwide (Bacolod, 
Baguio, Cagayan de Ого, Cebu, and Lipa). 

The Anniversary theme highlights the multi-faceted role of 
SSS: Kaagapay, a partner of government and private enterprises 
in spurring economic and business growth; Kaibigan, a friend 
that every working Filipino member can turn to in times of need: 
and Kabalikat, а shoulder of support for families of members in 
realizing their dreams of a better life. The theme also gives 
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SSS, 50 Years of 
Service to the N 


Over the years, SSS has remained true to its mandate of providing meaningful 


protection to members and their families against 
sickness, maternity, old-age and death. 


Amidst the many challenges that SSS was fa 

the past years,it has kept its promise of paying timely and 

meaningful benefits in times of members contingencies. 

iding a'safety net” for members through 

SSS has also provided, 

especially low-income” 4, 
t housing and other .— 
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loyal friend that every Filipino can turn to in 

need; and a shoulder of support for families in realizing 
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ү dreams of a bett 


shall hold true to its vow of dependable sacl 
tion for Filipinos not just for today, but 
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The SSS marks its Golden Anniversary with the theme, 


n September 1, 2007, the SSS celebrated its 50th Anniversary with the 
theme, “SSS – Kaagapay, Kaibigan, Kabalikat Magpakailanman”. No 
а Macapagal-Arroyo shall be the keynote 

о the SSS Anniversary Program on September 3, 2007 at the SSS 
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Kabalikat Magpakailanman" 


‘emphasis on the impact of SSS, its benefits, and services on the 
lives of its over 27 million members here and abroad. It celebrates 
the rolé of SSS as an ally of all working Filipinos, a strong shoulder 
upon which they can rely, as they build the foundation for a better 
life for themselves, their families, and for the nation. 

For the past five decades, the SSS has grown to become a 
dependable partner of the Filipino worker and his family. It has 
provided financial support in times of need and its invesunents 
have helped spur the Philippine economy. Through the years, as its 
coverage expanded and its programs developed and sustained, the 
555 evolved into an organization capable of servicing its members 
nationwide and in key cities overseas. In the past years, the SSS 
overcame many obstacles that tested its resilience and strengthened 


Malacañang Palace 


Manila 
armest felicitations. 
System (555) on your 
50th Founding Anniversary! 

When the SSS began formal 
operations on September 1, 1957, it 
Ў carried the hopes and aspirations of 
„| Filipino workers for a better life; a 
life that is secure from the mental 
and financial distress brought about by sickness, childbirth, 
disability, old age, and death. Though initially questioned, 
if not rejected outright, by some sectors of society when it 
was first implemented, the SSS Law, through the years, has 
proven its worth as an instrument for government to attain 
Social justice and economic well-being for its citizenry. 

Today, the SSS stands at its half-century mark as a 
strong and progressive institution — one which workers and 
employers alike trust as their partner in improving lives and 
building dreams. To the government, the 555 continues to 
be an ally in ensuring economic stability. 

Congratulations (о the Social Security Commission, 
headed by Chairman Thelmo Ү. Cunanan, SSS President and 
Chief Executive Officer Corazon 5. de la Paz, and to the good 
mcn and women of SSS on your 50th Anniversary. Tunay nga 
па kayo ay Kaagapay, Kaibigan, Kabalikat Magpakailanman! 

Mabuhay ang SSS! Mabuhay ang sambayanang Pilipino! 


GL ROYO 


ТА MACAPAGAL- 
President 
Republic of the Philippines 


its foundation. More importantly, as Filipinos increasingly crossed 
international boundaries in search for more lucrative employment in 
the global market, the SSS followed suit to make sure that wherever 
members may be, they can count on the SSS’ mantle of protection. 
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Ihe Social Security System The Anniversary medical mission 
(558). і celum ој fi 90 vibe replicated within he month of 
nniversury оп September 1, September in selecte ranches 
2007, will conduct a medical and September in selected SSS branche 
dental mission for its members and H ‘Metro Manila, Bacolod, San Pablo, 
pensioners. The medical outreach Tarlac, Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga, 
program will be held on Tuesday, Cebu Davao, Baguio, and Bicol/Naga. 
Sepiember 4, at the Member 
“Assistance Center, East Avenue. 


‘Quezon City. 

Doctors, dentists and nurses 
йош the 555' Health Care 
Department will be get blood 


pressure readings, provide medical 
consultations, and prescribe 
medicines. Pharmacists will also be 
оп hand to dispense free medicines 
for simple ailments, 
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SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


Kaagapay, Kaibigan, Kabalikat Magpakailanman 


SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 


CONGRATULATIONS 


50" GOLDEN Anniversary! 
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Good news! 


Effective September 2007, 
SSS Pensions will be 
available thru 
Chinatrust VISA Cash Card. 
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Postage stamps 
commemorate 
SSS 50th 
Anniversary 


The launching of the SSS 
Commemorative Stamps is one of the 
significant events to mark the 50th 
Anniversary of the institution. The 
stamps, which highlight the role that 
the latc President Ramon Magsaysay 
played in the establishment of the 
SSS, were also designed as a fitting 
tribute to the “People’s President". 
President Magsaysay is known as the 
“Father of Social Security”. as it was 
during his administration when the 
original Social Security Act of 1954, 
also known as Republic Act 1161, 
was signed into law on June 18, 1954. 

The commemorative stamps 
carry four designs. The first is a 
picture of a family, which embodics 
the SSS’ Golden Anniversary theme 
of “Kaagapay, Kaibigan, Kabalikat 
Magpakailanman”. The second is a 
portrait of President Magsaysay, while 
the third shows a photo of the President 
as he signed Republic Act 1161 into 
law, as witnessed by the law's authors. 
The last stamp design is a picture of the 
landmark SSS building and the 50th 
anniversary logo. 

The stamp's cancellation, or 
official issuance for circulation, was 
held on August 31, 2007, which was 
also the Centenary of President Ramon 
‘Magsaysay’s birth 


Director's Club at SM Mall of Asia 


^ 


locked afier one another 


heeded each other's call 


took time seriously 


н 


and sought more guidance from above. 


Services: 
* Bank-to-bank 
• Notify to Pay 


stn i me ah rem erg 


iREMIT, INC. 
26/F Discovery Centre, 25 ADB Avenue, 


Tel. Nos.: (632) 689-1126 • 689-1138 
Fax No.: (632) 689-1140 


THE ROAD TOA BETTER UE такту wae, AS 


GLOBAL REMITTANCE 


ongratulates the 


Social 
Security 


• Door-to-door 
© iRemit Visa Card 
• Payment acceptance for SSS, Pag-ibig & Philhealth 


Ortigas Center, Pasig City, 1605 Philippines 


www.myiremit.com 


People, Events Products 


SM CINEMA, IN COOPERA- 
Чоп with the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, recently launched the 
SM Mall of Asia’s Directors 
Club which was attended by In- 
quirers top advertisers. 

Among those present were 
Solar Spors Entertainment 


FROM left, Toyota Mo- 
tors Philippines’ Danny 
Isla, Hans Sy, Mit- 
subishi Motors Inc's 
Mel Dizon, and Charlie 
Manio of Сери Pacific. 


HANS Sy, INouiner’s 
Mylene de Jesus, 
Millen de Quiros of Full 
Circle Communica- 
tions, and Jones Cam- 
pos of Globe Telecoms. 


president Wilson Tieng, United 
International Pictures general 
manager Selena Gecolea-de 
Venecia with Nicole Castillo, St. 
Luke's Medical Center's Chris- 
tine Liwanag, Cebu Pacific's 
Charlie Manio, Toyota's Danny 
Isla, Mitsubishi's Mel Dizon, In- 


quirer SVP Rene R. Reinoso, In- 
quirer VP Pepito R. Olarte, In- 
quirer Classified Ads AVP Jess 
Rebustillo, and Inquirer sales 
officer Mylene de Jesus. 

Other guests who attended 
the launch were Full Circle 
Communications Paul and 
Millen de Quiros, Globe Tele- 
com's Jones Campos, and Pen- 
shoppe's Gigi Tibi and Arnold 
Sabado. They were welcomed 
by SM VP for marketing Millie 
Dizon, SM VP for Leisure Inc Ric 
Camaligan, SM's regional oper- 
ation’s manager Steven Tan and 
senior manager for LCI Leslie 
Go. 

‘Sharing honors in the ribbon- 
cutting ceremony were SM 
Prime Holding's President Hans 
Sy, Solar Sports Entertainment 


president Wilson Tieng, SM VP 
for leisure Ric Camaligan and 
United International Pictures 
general manager Selena 
Gecolea-de Venecia. 

Capping the event was the 
screening of “The Bourne Ulti- 
matum”, а 2007 film based 
loosely on Robert Ludlum's nov- 
el of the same name. A sequel to 
“The Bourne Supremacy", it 
stars Matt Damon reprising his 
role as Ludlum's signature char- 
acter, amnesia-suffering CIA as- 
sassin Jason Bourne. 

Can you imagine a cozy cine- 
ma that’s all your own? Direc- 
tors Club is an all-impressive 
venue to treat family and 
friends. It has 30 plush and fully 
reclining La-Z Boy armchairs 
with side tables, cozy interiors 


INQUIRER VP Pepito Olarte, Hans Sy, Christine Liwanag of St. Luke's, 
Nicole Castelo of Solar Sports Entertainment, Inauinen SVP Rene Reinoso, 
Inquines AVP Jess Rebustillo, and Incumen sales officer Mylene de Jesus. 


SHOWN, from le! 


| 


боља сова nette tei sad adco none 


are Hans Sy, SM Prime Holdings Inc president, United ==% 


International Pictures general manager Selena Gecolea-de Venecia, Solar Ж 
Sports Entertainment president Wilson Tieng, and SM VP for Lelsure Inc | = 


Ric Camaligan. 


and lounge, superb sound sys- 
tem with a movie library of 
movie titles. 

Invite your family, friends 
and business colleagues to a 
screening spectacle. Set your 
choice of event, corporate 
events, conferences, meetings, 
presentations, product launch- 
es, seminars and symposiums, 
Director's Club is the right place. 
to hold your choice of events. 

Or you can choose your own 
favorite movie, from action, ad- 
venture, comedy, drama, ro- 
mance or suspense from its 


E 
movie library for a treat to your"g 
family and friends. 

Every rental goes with 30 s 
regular popcorn and 30 Suae 
size drinks and use of the Lobby $ 
Lounge. 

For bookings and rates in- 2 
quiries, call the Mall of Asia Cin- # 
ema Office at 556-0104 or 556:"$ 
2314 or e-mail Directors $ 
Club@smsupermalls.com ar 
rentalsQsmcinema.com. 3 

Directors Club is located at 5 
the second Floor of the Enter- 
tainment Bldg of SM Mall of 4 
Asia. 


$ 


СМС JOINS САМАР KALINGA'S 51801. PROGRAM 


As part ofits community service, Capitol Med- 
ical Center, spearheaded by Its vice president 
and chief operating officer Carmina C. De- 
sales, МНА, FPCHA, collaborated with Gawad 
Kalinga in donating books and toys for the Sl- 
bol Schools. The Sibol program aims to pro- 
vide quality education within a Christian envi- 
ronment that develops children in depressed 
areas, ages 3 to 6 years old. The Sibol children 
gladly recelved the books and toys personally 


handed by Desales to each of them. The Sibol 
staff, on the other hand, expressed their heart- 
felt gratitude as these donations would be of 
great help for the Sibol children in honing 
thelr knowledge and skills. Shown, 3rd from 
left, is Desales with GK officers Maning Alda, 
Ben Gamez and Пену Geraldez and CMC staff 
Olet Argullia, administrative officer and Fari- 
dah A. Vicerra, marketing assistant distribut- 
Ing books and toys to the Sibol children. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Y 7 -r 


GEMER REYES MELODY BURGOS 
я 17-Jul-07 18-Jul-07 


' The above persons аге no longer connected 
with Antex Enterprise. Any transactions 
with them will not be honored 
£ by the company. 


|(PDI-September 3, 2007) 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY 
Republic of the Philippines 
+ DAMPE SERVICE AREA OF THE SUBIC-CLARK-TARLAC EXPRESSWAY 


The Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) is inviting 
‘interested oil companies to participate in the resumption of the bidding 
for the privatization and development of the approximately 4.214 hectares 
;Dampe Service Area of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway (Sta. 21+730 
Subic-bound). 


|| interested oil companies should submit their Letters of Interest to BCDA 
апд must purchase the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the disposition that 
outlines, among others, the requirements that will enable the oil company 
"to participate in the bidding for the privatization. 


| тле TOR for the disposition will be ready for distribution to interested 

{ ‘proponents from 28 August to 07 September 2007 at the BCDA Corporate 
Center. A non-refundable cost of the TOR is Php 20,000.00 payable to 
‘the BCDA in Cash or Manager's Check. 


А conference among interested oil companies is tentatively set on 07 
‘September 2007, at 10:00 a.m., at the BCDA Corporate Center. The 

B objective of the conference is to discuss the Property, the TOR, and other 

Й clarifications from interested proponents. Interested proponents will be 
informed of the final schedule and venue of the conference through contact 
numbers submitted to the BCDA. 


Interested proponents can direct their inquiries to: 


Ш 


VICTOR М. ZABLAN 
Chairman, Special Bids and Awards Committee 
Bases Conversion and Development Authority 
BCDA Corporate Center, 2/F Bonifacio Technology Center, 31* St. 
Crescent Park West, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City 
Email Address: blandal @beda.gov.ph or hamonroyo@ beda.gov.ph 


"or they can contact Ms. Bambie L. Апаа! or Mr. Hoomer A. Monroyo at 
telephone numbers 816-6666 loc. 125 and 816-1043. 


(Sgd.) VICTOR V. ZABLAN 
Chairman, Special Bids and Awards Committee 


(PDI-Sepemer 3,208) 


Republi ofthe Philippines 
SILANG WATER DISTRICT 
i м.н. Del Pla St, Slang, Covite 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The SILANG MATER DISTRICT, ough lds and Awards Canes (ВАС). ns cused 
Corres 1o ppl lor play andor rounder рејв: 


name of Projet Procurement of PVC Pes and Vatous Malaria lor e Transmission 
rom Kang to Bulan Pract 


Location Kaceg, Stag, Cavte 
Brist Doseripilon Supa ol uPVC Pipas and various тайба, lor he vanemiston Me 


Name ol Project 


Kom Kacngio Buan, Slang, Сане. Briet Description 
{Funding Source  : Corporate Budgetter the Contract Approved by SWO Board o Decors 
‘Contract Duration Tuo Hundred Fry Days (240) upon receipt ol Nonce to Proceed on 

КЕН Source ot Funding 
Deilvery Period Seven (7) Days upon ace ol Noice о Proceed loy Contract Duration 


‘Te зи ol minimum reu 


rd ona oro 
{тте tot minimum equipment requirement s ndcated in ine Evy Forms, The Eigbily 
‘GheckiSeiennges wal г те Peimnary Examinasonet us cause fo aecionan pass! 
fan omara, Post quaiteaton ol Ihe wes calculate bi hallo conducted. 


| Atparcarsreatveto ЕКИЫШу Siolement and Servering. B 
Pus Bara Сопітепсо Evan Die Post Qualia 
"отепа by te perimant provilon o RA 0104 and ta i 
[s 


ty. Portom 
(Анап! st Conve ем Бо 
ing Fuer and Ragulaton 


T CLASSIFIEDS — 


September 27, 2007 * Thondoy * 2РМ * Mezzanine, Robinsona Summit, Ауа Avenue, Maki Cy. 


Кано BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


THE BIGGEST PUBLIC AUCTION 
FOR THE YEAR 2007 


Over 300 properties in more than 20 cities and provinces їп Luzon 


For the complete list of properties, CBRE 


please call CBRE at (632) 759.2335 / 752.2580 сз RICHARD ELLIS 
бг tend us at (63)922.8568932 / (63)922.8568933 AUCTION MANAGER 


CB RICHARD ELLIS - The Largest Commercial Real Estate Services Provider. 


STUDENT 


SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 


[I 


ма» [275] шак! 
(шше once 


ЗИЗУНАНЕ | 
ПИРЕ МИНО SPEDALSIS | 


зес}пйй оны | 
uoto dct 


BUY SELL“ PAWN 


‘other SWISSSWATCHES 


For your 
Classified Ad 
$ GUEVENTHOMES bv 
ПР : ^ call our 
mod Алт Н m ра P9007. Classifieds | 
Advertising | 
CASH/TERMS 9 | 
[id Hotlines: | 


Republi ol he Phiippines 
SILANG WATER DISTRICT 
м.н. Dol Pilar St, Shang, Coil 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


те Stang Water Dist throughs Bids and Анан Commitee (BAC, ves constants > 
{pp tor tgo end shag and d found gate and shots, i O fore haruncer 
maga: 


две Consutaney Seve tor Haina Spring Development 
Рас 


је 
d 


criteria for evaluation and selection of proposals. 


The TOR shall be made available to the interested 
proponents starting August 28, 2007 at a non-refundable cost 
of Fifty Thousand Pesos (PhP50,000.00), payable to BCDA in 
cash or manager's check. 


A Pre-bid Conference among interested proponents shall be 
held on September 10, 2007, 2:00 p.m., at the BCDA Operations 
Conference Room, BCDA Corporate Center, 2°° Floor Bonifacio 
Technology Center, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City. The 
objective of the Pre-bid conference is to discuss the property, 
the TOR and other issues that may be raised by interested 
proponents. 


Interested proponents may direct their inquiries to Ms. Aileen 
An. R. Zosa or Ms. Bambie L. Andal at telephone numbers 816- 
6666 loc 110 or 124 or at arzosa@bcda.gov.ph or 
blandal@beda.gov.ph 


(Sgd.) VICTOR V. ZABLAN 
Chairman, ADP-3 Committee 


environs. 


ire daveopmen ol ain 


ung Canta, Language Testing System (IELTS) admini 


development, training and international tr 


доп) ear: раван ol та consulan, qusc 
anason procedura tobo adopted shal ба ality Cost 


sri and Screening, Bld Security. Partormance Securty. 
Bee Pos Qui es oe 
mamaria Rules and Regulation 


Fo completo сеа acts t td, аз бочу: 


лата 


тота айва о ea aad Берелбе 5-18, 2007 
fv Egy 


Tho Slang Water (вина assumes по resroatity whatsoever о componsata or ndemniy 
йз To any expences nero a preparation ойло N 


Approved 


ü BONIFACIO B. DELA CRUZ 
дал; SAC Charman OIG 


geoksepambers 2007) (POL-September2,2007) 


“Tha Stang Water Distt assumes по responstlly whatsoever lo compensate or Indemnity 
‘haters о any expenses cured the preparation ol ihe io. 


shat be announced ae) 


Cebu Branch Manager-IDP Philippines 


IDP Education Pty Ltd-Philippines is seeking an enthusiastic person. 
for the position of Branch Manager for their new office In Cebu. 


If you live in Cebu, are flexible, creative and driven by a desire to 
deliver quality service to customers this may be the position for you. 


The main focus of the branch office is to market Australian education 
institutions and courses to prospective students living in Cebu and its 


‘You will also be dealing with representatives of Australian institutions 
penton of ates ening design anil estet markeling in the Philippines and supporti 

pong locate и iy. ба 

Corporate Budge оно Coniract Approved by lhe Governing Board An attractive starting salary including bonuses as well as medical 
Gocsondarys benefits will be offered to the right person. Opportunities for personal 


з is ndeated ote Egy Form. Egat ol prospectiva 
^ повела завал слава Зову o Sigala See mip comphlipines for mor details Ба 


plications close September 19, 2007 


regres." БШШШ i 3 
з ian A CONDO | нез олсе: 
P6 п 531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 Ede 
Ad um (0920)950-4626*(0915]317-5553*(0920)911-0002| | 19,514, 516: | 
Pig Bl Ноу Loan www gueventcom* hbi@guevert.com j| 8994425; | 
899-4427; | 
897-8425 
(Telefax) 
Cubao: 
912-9008 to 11 
BASES CONVERSION AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (Aurora) | 
Макан: 
INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS Пт 
The Bases Conversion and Development Authority (BCDA) 811-4361; 
is inviting interested proponents to submit proposals for the 811-4370 
privatization and development of the 1.2-hectare Expanded Big | 
Delta Lots located in the Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Kalaw: | 
Manila. 528-0213; 
Interested proponents may submit their Letters of Interest Saro 
to BCDA and purchase the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Megamall: 
privatization and development of the property that outlines, 635-0219; 
among others, the requirements, procedures, methodology and 


635-0220 | 


UNDER 
RENOVATION 


Inquirer | 
Classifieds 
SM Megamall| 

Branch, | 
5th Floor Building B. ! 


from July 30 to 
September 15, 2007. | 


For ad placements, | 
please call 


6350219, | 
6350220 „1 
8978808. 


ing the international English 
istered by IDP Manila. 


ravel are also available. 


OBITUARIES 


ET Schedule Кс с N 
[китз Tapers алат oe In Loving Menor i 
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e Au obituary with a picture eau be a fitting 
Ty) tribute to your departed loved one 


SONFACIO B. DELA CRUZ тау гили 
Hang BAC Charman OIC M * 


Inquire! 


к OBITUARIES 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 
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OBITUARIES _ 


In loving memory of 


eronima G. 


July 20, 1914 — August 31, 2007 


Cecilia and Geminiano Jr. Yabut 


Maria Luisa} and Ruperto Camara 
Maria Corazon and Antonio Garcia 


Roberto and Kathleen, Jose Cenon, Marcelia, Carlo Geronimo and Carmel, 


Geminiano Ш and Annabeth, Carlos and Michelle, Geronimo and Nicole, 
Jose Elston and Kristine Patricia 
Rosa Maria and James Edward, Geronima and Srinivas, Carlos 

Eumir Carlo and Gwendelina, Paolo Carlo, Abimar Carlo 

Anthony and Monette, Mary Anne, Michelle, Geronima, Ma. Christina and Martin, Grace 


Her great-grandchildren request pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel 1 


of the Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 


Her husband: Carlos Quet 

Siblings: Teodora and Marcelot 

Children: Carolina and Joset Villongco 
Ana Maria and William Tan 
Angelica Gonzales 

Grandchildren: 
Francis, Michael Climent 
Edmund and Mari 
Edison, Elinor 

Mortuary aa Cremator 


А ~ 
NR MANOLITO MARQUEZ 
Efecthve August 16,2007 


WR JONION BARDON 
‘fective July 28, 2007 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT МА. ЈОМЈОМ BARDON & 


CLASSIFIEDS | 


e, Elaine, Edward and Rochelle, Eloisa and Engelbert, 


Que 


There will be a Mass at the Heritage Park on September 6, 2007 at 7:00 a.m. 
Interment will immediately follow at the Chinese Cemetery. 


©, жуш ob the Гета 

$ PHLIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
phy 

Ы paeem. Eem ov oy 


iiis е) NES 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


RE-BIDOING FOR SECURITY SERVICES FOR CY 2007 - 2008 
TTB No. PRO X47411 


The PHILHEALTH REGIONAL OFFICE X (PRO X), through йз Bids and Awards 
Commitee (BAC), invites appropriate agences to apply for elgiblty and to bid forthe 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Telephone. ERR AO i 2) Fac 082-2201805 


‘SECOND (22) INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
“The Davao Сау Water District (DCWD), through its Bids and Awards Committoo-B 
(ВАС В), Invites contractors registered with and classifies by tho Philippine 


Contractors Accreditation Board (РСАВ) 1o apply or eigolty and it found eile, 
to tid for tno hereunder contrac: 


Name of Contract  : Construction ot Facilities for the Commissioning 
of Panacan Production Ме! no. 3 
Location 'Panacan, Davao City 


Brit Description pment 


NETWORK. 


(POL. Sept 2.2007) 


lenders this icense гий and void. 


СЕ 


SUNSTAR PUBLICATIONS NETWORK. 


Берик ot he Philippines 
А DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
9 NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 
LICENSE FOR PRIVATE RECRUITMENT AND PLACEMENT AGENCY 


PRPA LICENSE NO. М-07-05-229 
TIN-005-119-512.000 


This license lo reci, process and deploy landbased workers в hereby granted to 


ALMER MANPOWER CORPORATION 
Sin Foor, Rutino Buding Ayala Avenue 
omer Vicente Rutino Street, Макан City 


pursuant to the Labor Code and Omnibus Rules Implementing the Code. 


This icense shall be valid in the Philippines for the period 17 September 2007 to 
16 September 2009 unless sooner revoked, cancelled or suspended loc vilation ol 
the Labor Code and related issuances. Transter or use by any other person or entity 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto sel my hand and caused те Oficial 
Seal ol National Capital Region, Depariment of Labor and Employment, io be alied 
‘tthe Ciy of Mania, Phiippines, tas 16th day of August 2007. 


(894. RAYMUNDO G. AGRAVANTE 


(Renewal ol his eons ie tity (0) days belore expan dt] 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within 
the last fve years wih an amount of at least 50% ol е proposed project for bidding, 
Те Еву Ceck/Screening as wel as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall 
use nondiscrebonary “passa стела. Post-qualifcaton of tne lowest calculated 


MANOLITO MARQUEZ, WHOSE PICTURES APPEAR ee 
HEREWITH, ARE NO LONGER CONNECTED WITH SUNSTAR | | Nane of Project: SECURITY SERVICES 
|| MANILA MKTG., INC. & THE SUNSTAR PUBLICATIONS | | (слог Cagayan de Oro Ciy, Ozamis, Пра, Маган, Gingoog and 
Bion 
|| THE SUNSTAR GROUP OF COMPANIES WILL NOT HONOR Bit iei NM MN ux ра a MEE REN Pang moat 
| ANY AND ALL TRANSACTIONS ENTERED INTO BY SAID ho S Ас Н Approved Budget Mim ла Og 
INDIVIDUALS STARTING THE ABOVE EFFECTIVE DATES РОХА СОЗ (Geach) - 12 forthe Contract (ABC) : Php 8.097 206.17 
FURTHERMORE, THE SUNSTAR NETWORK HAS CEASED PROARMM & Marawi  - 6 ж ләсә ЛЕ regu 
| ТО AUTHORIZE MR.JONJON BARDON & МР. MANOLITO тш m+ 2 personnel Prospective bidders should possess а valid РСАВ License applicable tothe 
MARQUEZ TO ACCEPT PAYMENTS OR TRANSACT ANY тае со а ec wiv agony Fam) аа 
BUSINESS FOR AND IN BEHALF OF SUNSTAR MANILA Serena ipa cannad a BAG auae nen та 
Approved Budget h оа as wo as ine PriminaryExaranaton of BIAS. 
MKTG., INC., SUNSTAR PUBLISHING, INC. AND THE кебин i PILI rr EBACE ий sonun pot quilicaton ol the lowes calculated bi. 
= ied z Al particulars relative to Eight Statement and Screening, Bid Secu, 
THEMANAGEMENT Period Covered het OT 0 Novena 2008 енен Baily Conoroce, Evaluation al Bids, Post 


Gualiicaton and Award ol Contract shall be govemad by the pertinent provisions 
IRA. 8184 and из implementing Rules and Reguialon-A (IRR-A) 


Tho schedule ol BAC-B actives is as follows: 


реА BACB Activities Sehedula 
T Recap tom prospective bidders _ | Sapt. 3- 10, 2007 
M particulars ree lo Бу Statement aid Screening, Bi Securty, Performance lladors at riri LOQ voted 
= se Secanty, Pre Bádeg Conferences), Evaluation of Bids, Pos Quaücalon and Award = 
п» мрена ‘of Contract shail be governed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its 2. issuance of Ebgbilty Forms. Sept 3 - 10,2007 
Implementing Rules and Reguatons (RR) 3: Receipt ol музу Requvemenis | Бар. 4= 17, 2007 
ey 4. Notes of Reauls о EigRy Check | Sept 24- Oct. 9,2007 
[s] The complete schedule of acies is Ested, as follows: 5. issuance of Bid Documents Sept 25 — Oct 16, 2007 
E 5. Pre Conference October 17,007,200 FM. 
J| 25 элеме OD 9 
1. Issuance of ВЫ Documents | September 9 - 24 _ 
2-Prebd Совете. Sarerea i2 The BACB wi lssus to prospective bidders Eigbily Forms thru the BAC-B 
inde —G тотона DOWO ofc ol the AGM lor Operations, Balada: Davao Сту. 
n EE eT Seen inex submission a Ор end upon hai payment ola non elundable amount 
— - ol Php 1,500.00 to ће DCWD Cast есіме bidders shall submit the 
5 Post quslicaon сове 28 5.228 Requremente 1o ihe BAC-B at ihe sad adress. They may ано obtan 
ê Noice of Anard Ocnber 615 {be esate o ine Egoy Check by he ВАС-В a пе зате address. 
а Documents ий be arable oniy bo bidders upon payment of a пот. The BAC мй issue Bidding Documents опу to bidders declared by е BAC-B 1o 


'OIC- Regional Director 


109178884040 
7269587 


FOR SALE 


6,100 SQ. METERS LOT 
@ 25T NEGOTIABLE 
BACK OF CASINO PILIPINO NAIA-1 
CALL: 0917-6417248 


refundable amount of Three Thousand Pesos Only (P3,000.00) to the PhilHealth 
Regional Office X Cashier. 


The PRO X assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incured in the preparation of the bd 


(504) DR. USAFENO Р. OBIAL 
Chairman, Bits and Awards Commitee 


СЕ 


фе eligible for the bidding upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 

Php 3,500.00 to ine DCWD Cashier. 

“The Davao City Water District assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate 

э indemnity Siders for any expenses Incurred in the preparation of iheir bids. 
‘Approved by: 


ENGR. EDWIN У. REGALADO 
Chairperson, Bids & Awards Committee-B 


A TIO NAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Victorias Milling .. 


More Classified Ads: 
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DOT steps up drive to lure visitors to Visayas 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


BIG-TICKET TOURISM АССОМ- 
 modation projects in the Visayas 
are helping make the region the 
tourism corridor that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo described in 
her State of the Nation Address 
in 2005. 

According to the Department of 
‘Tourism, these projects include the 
'$500-million Chi Spa Village at the 
Shangri-La Mactan in Cebu; $30- 
million expansion of a resort in 
Palawan and the newly opened 


Shangri-La leads list of investors putting money in region 


Пойо Intemational Airport. 

Existing facilities and attrac- 
tions, however, are already 
enough to position the central 
islands as a tourism super re- 
gion through the Philippine 
‘Travel Exchange 2007 trade fair 
slated this week in Cebu. 

Phitex 2007 project manager 
Tess Mauricio said in a state- 
ment that the event, which 
would be held at the Cebu Inter- 


national Convention Center on 
Sept. 5-6, was expected to host. 
120 of the world's biggest for- 
eign buyers of travel packages. 

At the same time, 87 local 
seller companies would take 
part in Phitex 2007, including 
54 hotels and resorts, three air- 
lines, 28 tour operators and two 
convention facilities. 

"The CICC itself and other new 
tourism infrastructure and facili- 


gain much 


"Central 


А Briefer on the 


au of Customs Mandate 


and Action Plans 


Presented by 


Commissioner Napoleon L. Morales 


TAXMAN 
Customs 
Commissioner 
Napoleon L. 
Morales shares with 
the INQUIRER 
business staff how 
the Bureau of 
Customs plans to 
meet its collection 
target this year of 
P228.2 billion. 

ERNE U SENTO 


ties in the region are expected to 
attention,” Mauricio said. 


good representation of the coun- 
trys brand image asa multidimen- 
sional tropical paradise of 7,107 is- 
lands, since the region itself is 
more characterized by island clus- 
ters than the mainlands of Luzon 
and Mindanao,” she added. 
Mauricio said this year's Phi- 


of the international 


and 
meetings 


Philippines makes a  sentations 


business 


In a separate 


tex—the 7th in a series of yearly 
gatherings of foreign and local 
industry players—features pre- 

one-on-one 


buyers and sellers, and pre- and 
post-event tours for the visitors 
who will market the Philippines 
in their respective countries. 
statement, 
Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano said European buyers 


accounted for 26 of some 120 
groups that have confirmed to 
join Phitex 2007. 

"These consist of seven each 
from France and Germany, five 
from the Czech Republic, one each 
from the United Kingdom and 
Poland, three from Slovakia, and 
two from Hungary" Durano said. 

He said other foreign delega- 
tions include 15 from Korea and 
China, 10 from Hong Kong, nine 
from Singapore, 10 from Japan, 
four from North America and In- 
dia and three from Australia. 


between 


New Meralco rate system OKd 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
has approved the Manila Electric Co.’s appli- 
cation to set rates using the performance- 
based rate-making (PBR) methodology. 

Under this new method approved last 
Aug. 31, the country's largest private elec- 
tricity distributor will be able to charge 
rates based partly on projected investments 
and operating expenses related to the dis- 
tribution of electricity. 

The PBR method replaces the 80-year- 
old return on rate base (RORB) scheme, 
where rates are computed based on the as- 
sets used in generating electricity and a 
profit margin for the utility. 

Meralco wanted a new system in place be- 
cause under the RORB scheme, the utility 
does not get the return that itis allowed be- 
cause the rates are based on historical data. 

But by using the PBR methodology, Mer- 


alco expects faster recovery of costs in- 
curred in providing electricity service. 

Meralco president and chief operating 
officer Jesus Francisco said earlier that the 
PBR method would be more beneficial in 
the long run as it would allow regular and 
faster cost recoveries, doing away with the 
“regulatory lag” associated with the recov- 
ery of a distribution utility’s costs, particu- 
larly those related to power supply and cur- 
rency exchange rate. 

“The procedure is, once you have agreed 
оп the operating expenses and capital ex- 
penditures, the ERC will already calculate 
the rate adjustment that will grant the utili- 
ty its desired return. That is going to be giv- 
en to you regularly or every year,” he 
added. 

How the new scheme will impact on con- 
sumers monthly electricity bills, however, 
will not be known until Meralco's submits 
its computations to the ERC. 
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Tree planting is in 


Filipinos more environment conscious, says Figaro 


By Vincent Cabreza suages everyone's guilt,” Juan says many 
Inquirer Northern Luzon farmers have also realized that coffee plan- 
tations provide a vital economic backbone 
А TRINIDAD, BENGUET— (о the re-greening movement because of 
| ‘Tree planting has become ‘hedemand for quality coffee beans. 
more popular than ever these Crusade 
days because of the adverse impact ^ Juan was here recently to sign a second 
of climate change on agriculture. agreement with the Benguet State Univer- 
This phenomenon has helped push the sity to embark on an organic coffee certifi- 
organic coffee campaign over ће pastfew cation program, which will hopefully lead 
months, according to Pacita Juan, presi- to the birth of the country's first organic 
dent of the Figaro Coffee Foundation. coffee brand. 
But while ordinary tree planting “as- TREE B24 
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At 103 inches, 
lasn 


dwarfs a 


living rooms, according to Patrick Raz, 
Panasonic section manager. 

Worldwide sales for this big plasma dis- 
play panel with a hefty price tag have 
теасћед 1,500 units in 2006. Panasonic tar- 
gets 5,000 units worldwide for this year. 

Because of its super size, Panasonic's 
103-inch plasma display is also targeted for 
companies who wish to advertise their 
brands or products in commercial areas like 
fastfood establishments. 

Panasonic has already started its digital 
signage business, tapping into its range of 
plasma display panels. 

"Is cheaper for advertisers to use plas- 
ma display panels for digital signage versus 
television commercials," says Raz. 

Standing at 185 centimeters with a width 
of 224 centimeters, Panasonic's 103-inch plas- 
ma display panel produces full high definition 


By Raquel P. Gomez 
5 BIGGER REALLY BETTER? 
Panasonic proved that this is 
the case when it unveiled its 
103-inch plasma display panel fea- 
turing more than two million pix- 
els resolution at the Systems Inte- 
gration Philippines Expo held re- 
cently at the World Trade Center. 
Valued at P3 million plus and described 
as "Panasonic's pinnacle of achievemen 
the 103-inch plasma display panel is cur- 
rently the largest commercially available 
plasma display in the world, according to 
Panasonic executives. 
Introduced in the country last May, the 
103-inch plasma display has been ac- 
quired by a couple of private users, who 


VIEWERS are 
treated to 
larger-than-life 
images with 


with а 261 cm. visible diagonal screen. 

Raz says 10 to 12 people are needed to 
transport and install the display. 

But since this country has yet to go HD 


try blu-ray player and blu-ray discs for the 
103-inch plasma display panel for a full 
satisfaction of a truly high definition 
(HD) experience 


placed the humongous screens in their 


(HD) resolution of 1920 x 1080 performance 


Panasonic’s gigantic 


format in TV broadcast, Raz suggests the 


plasma display. 


use of yet-to-be-introduced-i 


-the-coun- 


Watchout’ for high impact presentations 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


A MULTLDISPLAY PRODUCTION 
„and presentation technology called 
Watchout is now raising the bar on 
presentations, be it for corporate pre- 
sentations or public demos. 

The technology behind Watchout 
combines multiple projectors or other 
display devices with standard com- 
puter (PC or Macintosh) and network 
technologies to create presentations 
of virtually any size. 

It can also combine various video 
"formats, adjusting each one's resolu- 
«tion so that the resulting presentation 
looks as if it is coming from just one 
giant projector. 

This is perfect for those who want 
high impact presentations, said Mart 

Miranda, president of Video Sonic 
Corporate Communications, one of 
the country’s most-in-demand pro- 
duction companies 

"With Watchout, we no longer have 
to worry about image size and resolu- 
Чоп," Miranda said. “We: can now 
work with just about any venue con- 
figurations without sacrificing video 
and audio (quality)." 

"The Philippine market is ready for 
Watchout. The take-up is currently 
limited to enterprises, big companies 
that have the marketing and advertis- 

1 ing budget to bum, But we are also try- 

ing to increase awareness on 
. Watchout’s uses for public spaces, say, 

in modem art installations in muse- 

ums and presentations in terminals.” 

The technology is not cheap to ac- 
quire, , costing Miranda's company 
“millions.” 

Hence, it is also pricier than pre- 
sentations for small boxy screens and 
may need customized production. 
But Miranda says companies that 

have tried it always come back for 
more. 

Miranda explains that the high-im- 
pact presentations created on a large 
canvas or in unique layouts such as 
video cubes or 360-degree screens 
are actually much cheaper than 
spending on elaborate stage presen- 
tations with audio-video equipment, 
backdrops, props, combined with live 
performers. 

“(Its because) the end-product is 
much more impressive, more flexible 
in blending live and pre-recorded ma- 
terials,” Miranda said. “Clients actu- 
ally save on material that they can use 
more than once.” 

Watchout can be used with plas- 
mas, monitors or video cubes to build 
а unique presentation set or with 
video projectors for giant, seamless 


panoramas for screens as large as 
9x42 ft, 16x35ft or 24x40 ft. 


Production 

Watchout reads most media file 
formats for still images, video and au- 
dio. Produce text and images in Pho- 
toshop. Producers can create and edit 
video at any resolution in After Ef- 
fects, Final Cut or similar software; 
mix multiple stereo or surround- 
sound audio files. 

Watchout brings it all together, 
adding real-time effects such as mo- 
tion paths, opacity, scaling, rotation, 
colorization, cropping, splitting im- 
age, distribution and volume. 

“With Watchout, we can even pro 
ject on corners without distortion,” 
Miranda explains. “If needed, we can 
wrap the projection around the whole 
venue.” 

The production computer uses a 
timeline interface to build the show. It 
then distributes the media files 
through the network to the display 
computers during the presentation. 

Each screen needs one projector or 
display computer. As more screens 
are added, presentors need to add 
more CPUs to drive those displays. 


Presentation 

Watchout combines multiple pro 
jectors, or other display devices, with 
standard computer and network 
technology to create presentations of 
virtually any size. 

When the show runs, the produc- 
tion computer distributes the media 
files through the network of comput- 
er-controlled projectors. 

The system utilizes the full resolu- 
tion of existing projectors, monitors, 
video wall cubes or LEDs, resulting in 
a seamless image with the best reso- 
lution available. Overlapping projec- 
tors are automatically edge-blended 


In the United States, the Rite Aid Pharmacy show of 2006 turns into a visual feast. 


Watchout accounts for the gap be- 
tween displays and allows the mixing 
of different pixel densities. 

Projectors, monitors, video wall 
cubes or LEDs can be arranged at any 
angle, shape or form. Overlapping 
projectors are automatically edge- 
blended. Watchout accounts for the 
gap between displays and allows you 
to mix different pixel densities. The 
built-in mesh-warping geometry cor- 
rection handles curved screens with 
ease. 

Watchout can integrate live video 
feed from a video camera and accepts 
anything from composite and S-Video 
to 720 and 1080 HiDef using SDI in- 
puts, all with the lowest possible la- 


PHILAM Life (above) is one of the first Philippine financial institutions to make use 
of the Watchout projection system during its recent 60th anniversary celebration. 
Below, AVNet’s annual meeting in the US becomes a spectacle in itself. 


tency. Bring in a live PowerPoint pre- 
sentation, or another computer feed 
straight into the wide-screen presen- 
tation, with no problems. 

The system connects to touch pan: 
els such as Touchdown, and other 
control systems, using TCP/IP 
SMPTE timecode or serial data co 
nections. This allows multiple display 
clusters at museums or other venues 
where independent display areas are 
needed. Built-in remote management. 
functions allow interaction between 
the display computers. 

Watchout can also use a Pickup au- 
dio guide that adds personalized au- 
dio playback to the presentation. This 
is perfect for use at museums and oth- 
er locations where individual, wire- 
less or multi-lingual audio is re- 
quired. Pickup provides high quality, 
audio playback for audio-guide appli- 
cations, while also taking a cue from 
Watchout for synchronized sound. 


One-stop shop 

‘Video Sonichas been in the local ad- 
vertising and corporate communica- 
tion industry for 25 years and contin- 
ues to grow internationally to meet 
the demand of the global marker. It is 
one of the few production houses, if 
not the only one, who has launched its 
own breakthrough products such as 
the Eyemax, a giant screen video pre- 
sentation facility that can be utilized 
as a backdrop, а giant outdoor bill 
board, or theatre-size video screen. 

In the pipeline are the introduction 
of another video presentation tech- 
nology, the in-door water screen and 
the latest alternative to electronic 
tape mastering, its very own CD-ROM 
mastering, 

Being a one-stop shop, Video Son- 
ies in-house facilities allows it to ven- 
ture into auxiliary businesses such as 
equipment and studio rental (both to 
direct clients and co-suppliers), video 
tape format conversions and trans- 
fers, sound track production, comput- 
ег graphics animation and video cov- 
erages. 


‘Truly, this is the biggest and costliest TV 
set. 


Broadband 
providers 
should up 


capacity, 
says Globe 


BROADBAND PROVIDERS WILL NEED. 
about four times more capacity for In- 
ternetbased services by next yea. 
Globe Telecom Inc. said. = 

Company officials believe that this is. 
because more businesses and individu. 
als are demanding undisrupted commu” 
nication even during calamities, such as 
the recent earthquake off Taiwan. 

“For the past two years we have seen 
demand for bandwidth double every 
six months,” broadband and landline 
product head Rodrigo Perez said. “Last 
year our first-half subscription for 
broadband was around 45,000, and 
now it’s around 90,000. It wouldn't be 
surprising if this doubled again.” 

Consumer broadband group head 
Ramon Antonio Pineda said Globe is 
willing to quadruple its capacity to 
meet surging demand for Internet-de- 
pendent activities. 

Globe recently doubled the avail- 
able bandwidth for heavy Internet 
users and introduced a residential 
wireless broadband package that runs 
on3G. 

The company’s 768 kbps plan for 
wired Internetonly connections is 
now faster at 1.5 Mbps, for the same 
monthly fee of P995. The upgraded 
plan also comes with free 60 minutes 
of Wi-Fi and an e-mail account with 
100 MB of space. 

There is also а 3 Mbps Internet-only 
plan for P1,995 a month. It comes with 
120 Wi-Fi minutes and three e-mail ac- 
counts of 100 MB each. 

For Internet-and-landline bundles, 
the lowest bandwidth is 384 kbps, with 
30 Wi-Fi minutes and a 50-МВ e-mail 
account for P995 a month. 

There is a 1-Mbps package with 60 
Wi-Fi minutes and a 100-MB e-mail ac- 
count for P1,295 a month. Globe also in- 
troduced for this segment а 2-Mbps 
package with 120 Wi-Fi minutes and 
three 100 MB email accounts for 
P1,995. 

For 3G plans, the maximum speed is 
512 kbps. The Internet-only plan goes 
for P995 a month. Globe can also 
throw in a landline for consumers will- 
ing то fork out P1,295 a month. 

“We are also working with IT com: 
panies, such as Intel and Microsoft, for 
computer-bundled packages,” Pineda 
said. 

Globe earlier signed up as the exclu- 
sive landing party for the trans-Pacific 
cable project spearheaded by VSNL In- 
ternational, a member of the Tata 
Group of India, which will link Asia di- 
rectly to the US through an undersea 
cable system. 

The local telco disclosed that it was 
spending P9 billion for the cable sys- | 
tem. Rival Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co., on the other hand, is 
investing in a separate undersea cable 
system and is also offering broadband | 


plans. By Riza T. Olchondra 
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No bargaining with safety in RP malls 


‘Retail firms invest in fire prevention, security equipment to 


tto pro 


aa Слет, 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao makes sure that the compliance 
extends to the tenant, contrac- 
tors and suppliers. 

“We ensure that there is ad- 
herence to the safety standards 
by conducting regular inspec- 
tions together with external 
parties. What is of utmost i 
portance is that we do due di 
gence particularly before the 
store or the mall is completed," 
said Ayala vice president Rowe- 
na Tomeldan. 

The Walter Mart group of de- 
partment stores likewise con- 
ducts regular testing of its 
equipment to ensure that these 
will work during a fire, and has 
even put in place an emergency 
response team that is activated 
in case an emergency occurs. 


has his own assigned task. Once 
a month, there is a retraining of 
the group and the tenants’ em- 
ployees are also included in the 
training,” explained Walter 
Mart general manager Elmer de 
Leon. 

De Leon added that the Wal- 
ter Mart malls conduct fire drills 
Once a year in coordination 
with the local Bureau of Fire 
Protection to make sure that the. 
mall management and tenants’ 
employees know how to use the 
fire extinguisher and other fire 
suppression equipment, such as 
hoses, in case а fire occurs. 


“MALLS AND OTHER RETAIL 
establishments are always con- 
fronted with the temptation to 
cut comers and save on fire 
safety and security costs. 

After all, millions of pesos are 

‘required to put in all of the re- 
quired fire safety and security 
equipment, which may never 
even be used, and this does not 
include the attached mainte- 

` nance and training costs. 

But the Philippines’ biggest 
retail companies realize that 
the cost of an actual fire or crim- 
inal incident is much more se- 
vere—not just in terms of dam- 
age to property, but more im- 
portantly, the impact on their 
reputation, 

This is why they consider in- 
vestments in making sure they 
meet or even exceed Philippine 
standards on fire safety and зе- 
curity systems as money well 
spent. 


Strict standards 
Mall operators and retail com- 


panies have different ways of 
meeting their fire and security 


Experience 

Most malls have already put 
their fire equipment to the test 
and have come out on top. 

De Leon said Walter Mart has 
gone through one fire caused by 
an overheated piece of equipment. 
owned by one of the tenants. 


THE WALTER MART and Shopwise groups conduct regular 


The fire was quickly con- 
trolled because the smoke and 
heat detectors worked and the 
sprinkler system kicked in. The 
fire department was also quick 
tothe scene, which was why the 
fire did not spread, 

The Ayala group has also had 
experience fighting fires. 

“In general, we are at risk giv- 
en the nature of operations 
where we have restaurants that 


Operating manuals 

“We have an operating manu- 
а on the what-to-dos during an 
‘emergency and each member 


its ‘exclusive police 


tyat any one time. 


state of the art and 


requirements, but all declare have LPG tanks, and in case of Shopping Center. 
that they first adhere to the strict. the malls, have fuels for the 
building standards and regula- generators. But more impor- Well prepared 


tantly, in all cases, we have been 
able to contain the fire immedi- 
ately, which demonstrates our 
preparation for these kinds of 
crises," Tomeldan said 


tions required under the law. 

Bienvenido Tantoco Ш, chief 
executive of the Shopwise and 
Rustans supermarkets, said in 
an interview that all seven 
Shopwise and 21 Rustan Super- 
market supermarkets have the 
«required sprinkler systems, fire 
extinguishers and unobstructed 
fire exits provided by the Fire 
Safety Code of the. Philippines 
and the company makes sure 
they work. 

“All our fire equipment un- 


lengths to ensure that 


Security 

Such training and prepared- 
ness is also applied to the secu- 
rity aspect of operations, which 
includes equipment and per- 
sonnel needed to keep mall cus- 
tomers safe from criminal ele- 
ments. 


their doors. 


safety. 


of shopping space. It even has 
with up to 26 policemen on du- 


“We, the professional man- 
agement team that came in af- 
ter October 2001, made sure 
that our merchant and shopper 
security protection would be 


leading,” said Joey Santos, gen- 
eral manager of the Greenhills 


Top management of malls 
and retail centers goes to great 


well prepared for emergencies 
because they feel that fire safety 
is a crucial part of retail opera- 
tions, because the sense of secu- 
rity keeps customers within 


Tantoco said security differ- 
entiates one retail establish- 
ment from another because not 
all can assure their customers" 
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Th 


testing of fire-fighting equipment 


precincts 


industry- 


they are 


customers who provide the in- 
centive for the malls to invest 
considerable money in fire safe- 


dergo regular checks and tests For the Ayala group, security “It is very critical that a store ty and security. i 

to ensure that these are all equipment includes walk- can earn the trust of the cus- “Security and safety аге im- 
working properly. We do annual through detectors (similar to tomer and ensure that he or she portant factors that attract 
testing of sprinkler systems and ‘what are used in international will be protected from all crimi- customers to a shopping cen- 


fire hoses, twice-a-year checks airports); metal detectors, 


nal elements and hazards while 


ter. It is just natural for cus- 


for the fire alarm system and crowd control barricades, КО inside the premises of the tomers to shy away from a 

monthly testing of fire extin- dogs and patrol vehicles. store,” Tantoco said shopping center that has histo- 

guishers,” Tantoco said. The Greenhills Shopping Walter Marts DeLeon “ries of untoward incidents,” he 
‘The Ayala malls also comply Center, on the other hand, agreed, adding that the cost of said. 


which caters to over 100,000 
shoppers а day during week- 
days and 150,000 
shoppers during 
WY weekends, boasts of 
having the most 
closed circuit televi- 
sion cameras with 
123, with 14 moni- 
tors of nine frames 
per monitor. 
Greenhills also 
claims to have the 
most security 
guards, sniff dogs 
and janitors per 
1,000 square meters 


with fire safety standards and 
guidelines, and the Ayala group siderable. 


CONSUMERS naturally flock to malls that can guarantee their safety МЕ ad 
ire will disrupt 
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ees that are employed. 


business 
Leon added. 


lease mall space. 


leading a crusade to 
encourage the coun- 
try's farmers to pro- 
duce organic coffee 
beans, which com- 
mand a higher price 
than ordinary coffee 
beans. 

The country’s 
biggest local coffee 
chain subscribes to 
the quality stan- 
dards of Naturland, 
a European organic 


ertet rre eren 
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certification pro- 
E mi 


ready organized or- 
ganic coffee farmers 
in Tanudan, Kalin- 
ga; Lagawe, Ifugao; 
Tublay Benguet; 
and around Mount 
Kanlaon in Negros 


CAREER EXPC20 


m wy wy wv VV WV WV WW W оча 
Pull out your banderitas and blow your whistles because it's going Bad weather 
to be a Career Fiesta with the Inquirer Job Market Septemberfest ^ Juan says the 
Career Expo 2007! Celebrate downpour of the best careers, with weather has not 


been too kind to 
farmers, especially 
when typhoons “Chedeng,” “Dodong,” and 
"Egay" hit the country. 

This can only be explained by global 
warming, which has compelled Filipinos to 
finally support the re-greening of the 
forests, she says. 

The sprouting of coffee shops in the region, 
particularly in Baguio City, has also made it 
easier to convince farmers to go organic. 

BSU president Dr. Ricardo Colting says 
many coffee farmers have been making a 
lot of money selling their beans to small 


the biggest job expo of the year, only from the country’s most 
read and most trusted newspaper. 


ҮҮ уу уу wv wv уу WY УУ 
3-5 SEPTEMBER 2007 • GLORIETTA ACTIVITY CENTER 
JOB 


Bere JOR BAe pze R] 
AA AA AA AA AA AA AA A 


АА АА 


being ill-prepared can be con- 


the owner/developer/operator 
but also the tenants in the cen- 
terand the hundreds of employ- 


is the loss calculated in terms of 
property lost, but also the lost. 
opportunities,” 


He also said that the prospec- 
tive retail tenants likewise look 
at these fire and security mea- 
sures when deciding where to 


But in the end, itis really the 


ng is 


TREE PLANTING is now a fad, said Figaro 
president Chit Juan 


“Customers regard malling as 
a family affair and bring along 
their children to the malls. If 
there is perception of lack of se- 
curity, these groups will not go 
to the shopping center,” De 
Leon added. 

Tomeldan of the Ayala group 
shares the sentiment. 

"Customers go to our malls 
because they feel safe and se- 
cure. Since shopping is now а 


not only 


Not only 


De 


importance that our shoppers 
have peace of mind while shop- 
ping and dining in our malls,” 
Tomeldan said. 


о e 


coffee retailers. 

There is a lot of 
interest in Arabica 
beans, which are 
abundant in high-al- 
titude areas like 
Benguet, Сонша 
says 

BSU itself expects 
to profit from coffee 
after being selected 
as the latest retail 
outpost for orga: 
coffee grown by 
garo's partner-coop- 
eratives. 

Roland Ferstl, Fi- 
garo's German con- 
sultant on organic 
coffee certification, 
says the regions 
coffee plantations 
are "de facto organ- 
ic" because of how 
indigenous commu- 
nities produce 
them. 

“But we need to 
prove [they are or- 
ganic]. We need to 
show the process о 
how we grow oui 


beans," Ferstl says. 

Once proof is in place, Philippine organi. 
coffee stands a very good chance of making 
it into European markets. 

If the coffee industry has one weakness 
itis quality control, he says. 

"Wecannotexport beans that are broken 
beans that are burned. We must have : 
careful hauling system during harvests,” h 
says. “Figaro’s partner cooperatives hav 
started to implement new harvesting tech 
nology that solves this industry dilemma.” 
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E-GOVERNMENT AND E-GOV- 
ernance have been used inter- 
changeably by many quarters. 
But is there really a difference? 
My proposition is that there is a 
world of difference between 
the two terms. 

Тог one thing, e-governance 
does not only apply to govern- 
ment, but also to any entity or 
institution, even a family. It is 
the ability and the responsibili- 
ty of leaders to "govern " their 


MAPPING 


Virgilio L. 
Peña 


This only means that both 
LTO and NBI have implement- 
ed e-government in their dı 
er’s license and clearance pro- 


institutions. cesses. 
у > However, can they also 
Key differences claim that they have e-gover- 


nance in place? Partially, 
maybe yes, but completely, 
perhaps not. 

The process of issuing a 
drivers license is merely а 
piece of the process of allow- 
ing a citizen to operate a vehi- 
cle. 

Governance means the 
agency also has the responsi- 
bility to make sure that the 
person is fit to drive. 

There are other processes 
that ensure this: the driving 
test conducted for new appli- 
cants, a drug test, and a physi- 
cal check 

How is this done now: the 


The letter “e,” as a prefix to 
it, just means that the manner 
in which an institution is gov- 
erned has been ICT-enabled. 

If a housewife uses a com- 
puter to manage her household 
and food expenses, then, by 
definition, she is practicing e- 
Governance. 

E-government, on the other 
hand, applies to how govern- 
ment agencies have effective- 
ly developed “computerized” 
systems. 

For instance, it is much easi- 
er these days to renew a driv- 
ers license and get an NBI 
clearance. 


e-Government vs e-Governance 


applicant carries a piece of pa- 
per from each of these offices 
and submits them to the ap- 


ship to protect the interest of 
all its stakeholders. Many of 
them, in fact, are now focused 


propriate window for license on опе stakeholder—their 
processing. But if the results customers. 
of the persons tests are Corporate strategy has 


shifted to ensuring that the 
most important stakeholders 
of the business are satisfied: 
their customers. Most of them 
have used ICT to accomplish 
this. This is very apparent in 
the banking sector where 
most transactions, even pay- 
ment of utility bills, can be 
done at home through the In- 
ternet. 

Butwhatabout government 
service: who is the "customer” 
of government—obviously, all 
of us—as citizens. More than 
that, each of us is a stakehold- 
er of government twice over. 
Not only are we customers, we 
are also owners since we pro- 
vide the capital for govern- 
‘ment to exist through our tax- 
es. 

The question is: Is govern- 
ment, through its services, 
looking after our interest as 
stakeholders. 

As in the banking sector, 
can I now transact my busi- 


recorded automatically into a 
database which is accessible 
to the person receiving the 
drivers license applications, 
then he or she can proceed 
with processing the license 
without the applicant submit- 
ting pieces of paper. 


Customer focus 

Only when this happens can 
we declare that we have ele- 
vated e-government to e-gov- 
ernance. 

Thave seen the two terms al- 
so differentiated as follows: “e- 
governance is about transform- 
ing the relationship between 
governments and their citizens 
through the use of information 
technologies, and that e-gov- 
emment is about delivering 
government services using in- 
formation technologies.” 

Governance, as defined and 
used by the corporate world, 
talks about the responsibility 
and accountability of leader- 


When the DFA issues a pass- 
port to a citizen, it needs to 
understand that it bears the 
burden of proving identity 
through a birth certificate. 


ness with government at 
home in my computer rather 
than lining up in a govern- 
ment office to get my birth 
certificate, NBI clearance, 
driver's license, real property 
tax payments, passports, etc., 
etc, etc. 

After all, the relationship of 
citizens with government 
starts at birth and ends with 
one's death, sometimes even 
beyond. 

This is what e-governance is 
all about, Its more than just 
implementing computerized 
systems in government, it's 
about “transforming the rela- 
tionship between govern- 
ments and their citizens.” 

This transformation can on- 
ly happen when, through the 
use of ICT, all government 
agencies will start treating all 
citizens dealing with them in 
the same manner that the cor- 
porate world treats its cus- 
tomers: where their conve- 
mience and satisfaction, be- 
come the overarching goal of 
the institution. 


Government responsibility 

E-governance makes this pos- 
sible if the DFA database is con- 
nected to the NCSO and NBI 
databases. This relieves the citi- | 
zen of the effort of having to go 
to these agencies to acquire in- | 
formation for DFA to use. | 

Government owes this to its | 
‘most important stakeholder. 

So, aree-governmentande- | 
governance interchangeable 
terms? Obviously not. Perhaps 
we can then say that e-govern- 
ment is the means to achiev- | 
ing e-governance. | 

(The article reflects the per- 
sonal opinion ofthe author and | 
does not reflect the official 
stand of the Management Asso- | 
ciation of the Philippines. The | 
author is a member of the МАР | 
committee on good governance | 
and a Fellow of the institute of | 
Corporate Directors. He is the 


This transformation ге- former chairman of the Com- 
quires a complete paradigm mission оп ICT. Feedback at 
shift. mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 


Talahib is income-earner 
for Isabela villagers 


МП 
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Ben Lazaro, a group leader in charge of 
overseeing production, says the group has 
learned its lesson from its early days when 
the first sets of products were returned due 
to poor quality. 

He says that since then, the group has 
tried to learn more and perfect their craft 
through support and training from govern- 
ment agencies. 

The group's officials have also sought 
marketing partners in Metro Manila who 
now order P160,000 worth of products a 
month. 
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ISABELA folk are weaving their way to more income thanks to. 


the native talahib and bamboo. 
MLLAMOR VISAYAR. INQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 


Talahib 
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pal planning and development ^ Today the group has aligned 
coordinator here, says the pro- itself with the Cagayan Valley 
ject, which uses talahibinhand- Gifts, Toys and Houseware As- 
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of village-based weavers She says this is enough to 
formed in 1992, says his group augment their income from sea- 


started with а P100,000 capital sonal farming. 
WENN ни ^ from the Jones government to ^ Uy says his group sells the 
Mp cotum = finance the groups participa- products in local outlets at af- 
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protect your business-critical systems with our decors, candleholders, lamp- ^ Mayor Florante Raspado says 

integrated management and monitoring solutions shades, multipurpose racks, the local government has been 

blinds, hot pads and other subsidizing the project to en- 

household items made from courage villagers to improve 

EMERSON. CONSIDER IT SOLVED woven talahib stalks. their craft and create alterna- 


Uy says the group's products. tive jobs in farming villages. 
have reached specialty markets “This project has helped 
Jones villagers 
avoid vices. They 
are more productive 
now," Raspado says, 
Jones, he adds, is 
blessed with raw 
materials like cogon 
and bamboo that 
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these are gathered 
from private lands 
where they have to 
pay а minimal fee. 

"These materials 
help residents de- 
velop their ingenu- 
iy and ейте 
lance, ^ Raspado 
says. 

The handicraft 
makers also get am- 
ple technical and 
training support 
from the Technical 
Education, Skills 
and Development 
Authority and the 
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The sound 
| ог Tiples 


Tiples de Santo 
Domingo, the 
country’s oldest 
and most renowned 
boys’ choir, holds a 
concert on Sept. 15 


HOMEY TIPLES. Today's choirboys no longer board at the Sto. Domingo 
convent, but they still feel right at home when rehearsing. 


By Dexter R. Matilla 
Contributor 


ILLIAM WORDSWORTH 
said, “Heaven lies about 
us in our infancy”—and 


the closest anyone can feel heaven- Р 
ly bliss may be during а person's in English. 


formative years. Such would prob- ПРЕ maket The radiance of perfection 
ably best describe the sentiments 3, out of З 
of current and former Tiples de : The potency of Men's Care. 
Sto. Domingo choristers. Study at: Vhi 
Tiples de Sto. Domingo traces its roots in WT ng. Whit 
site певао шты ҮРҮҮ, T 1 ALLAS 
arrived in the country the year before, put H Ш NN 
together а boys’ choir to sing at the newly ING КЕ 
constructed Sto. Domingo Church in Intra- e Spes 
muros. 
The members had ages 7-15. They were 
unique in that they had high-pitched voices 
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The PWU School 
of Music is marking 
its 60th year witha 
remounting of the 
opera, ‘Mayo... 
Bisperas ng 
Liwanag, while St. 
Scholastica’s 
College will mark 
its 100th year with 
a commemorative 
concert at St. 
Cecilia’s Hall 


Let us now praise music schools 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor 


THIS IS THE YEAR WHEN MU- 
sic teachers, music graduates 
and performing artists are tak- 
ing time out to remember pio- 
neers in music education. 

In 2006, the University of 
Santo Tomas Conservatory of 
Music, founded by Fr. Gregorio 
Garcia, OB marked its 60th year 
with a grand production of 
‘Tehaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin.” 

‘This year, the School of Music 
of the Philippine Women's Uni- 
versity, founded by Dean Felic- 
ing Tirona, is also marking its 
60th year with a remounting of 
a Filipino opera, “Mayo... Bis- 
peras ng Liwanag,” with music 
by Rey Paguio and libretto: by 
Fides Cuyugan Asensio. 

Although Asensio is associat- 
ей with University of the Philip- 


CARMEN Padilla, Rosem; 


CAST of "Mayo... Bisperas ng Liwanag’ 


St. Cecilia's concert. 


pines where she has taught for 
many years, she is really a grad- 
uate of PWU, just like Australia- 
based conductor Julian Quirit 
and the late violinist Carmenci- 
ta Lozada. 

The presidential table in the 
recent presscon for the revival 
of the Paguio-Asensio opera 
was full of women with secure 
places in history. 

PWU music head Harold 
Galang acknowledged the sup- 
port of PWU education icon and 
former senator Helena Benitez 
(hale and up at 93); former 
PWU alumna and First Lady 
Imelda Marcos, who was a voice 
student of professor Adoracion 
Reyes (just like Irene M. Arane- 
ta); and PWU head Amelou B. 
Reyes, who said that, by staging 
the Filipino opera, "we are liv- 
ing the hallmark of PWU's pas- 


The sound of Tiples 


(tiple in Spanish means the 
highest pitch of the human 
voice), and they would sing in 
veneration of the Virgin of the 
Holy Rosary of La Naval. 

Eugene De Los Santos, for- 
mer a Tiples member (1990- 
1994) and now the choirmaster 
(2000-present), ^ remembers 
how ав а young boy he excitedly 
looked forward to the feast of 
the Our Lady of La Naval. 

“I took pride in the fact that 
the Tiples played a significant 
part in the celebration and this 
role dates back hundreds of 
years ago,” De Los Santos writes 
in "The Saga of La Naval: Tri- 
umph of a People's Faith,” the 
massive book that will be re- 
leased in time for the 100th an- 
niversary of the canonical coro- 
nation of Our Lady of La Naval 
next month. 

“However, I realized that 
more than anything else, more 
pride lay in knowing that I had 
developed a special devotion to 
Our Lady of La Naval. I guess 
this is true for anyone who at 
one time or another has been a 
member of the Tiples de Sto. 
Domingo. How else would you 
explain the yearnings to go back 
year after year during La Naval 
festivities even after you have 
graduated from Tiples?" 


War and after 
During World War II, the Sto. 
Domingo church was destroyed 
and the image of the Virgin of 
the Holy Rosary was transferred 
‘ 


to the University of Santo 
‘Tomas chapel. According to De 
Los Santos, there are claims 
that the Dominican priests then 
created a Tiples group that 
would sing for the Virgin of the 
Holy Rosary during its stay in 
UST (probably the “Tiples de 
Sto. Tomas") 

When the current Sto. 
Domingo Church was erected in 
Quezon City in 1954, the fa- 
mous La Naval icon was relocat- 
ed there, and the church also 
became the national shrine of 
Our Lady of the Rosary. Also 
moving there were the Tiples, 
under Fr. Marcelino Díaz, OR. 

They therefore regained their 
old name, Tiples de Sto. Domin- 
go. Eventually, children in the 
nearby areas were recruited to 
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sion for quality and commit- 
ment in treasuring the Filipino 
cultural heritage.” 

Asensio, who sang, breathed, 
taught and lived opera for 
decades, admitted the state of 
Filipino opera was not very pos- 
itive. “Struggling,” she said 
pointblank 

1 told her Filipino opera con- 
noisseurs liked to hear their op- 
eras in Italian and would proba- 
bly think thrice before buying 
tickets to a Filipino opera. 

Marcos, who mounted the 
record-breaking 1979 San Fran- 
cisco Opera production of 
“Tosca” with Placido Domingo in 
Manila, said media should help 
promote Filipino operas because 
they were our very own. 

“I have invited a lot of first- 
rate international artists but I 
did not neglect our very own,” 


From page С! 


the choir. Those who could not 
afford education were provided 
for. 

Based on the Reglamentos de 
los Tiples de Santo Domingo, 
believed to have been written in 
the late 1800s, members of the 
Tiples lived the life similar to 
seminarians—they were 
housed within the convents 
compound; they followed strict 
schedules; and they were 
reared in Christian values, To- 
day, however, the Tiples do not 
board with the convent; the 
practice was stopped in the ear- 
ly 1990s. De Los Santos said 
that one of the main reasons for 
this is the rising cost of sustain- 
ing a Tiples House. 

Despite this, members of the 
choir have remained steadfast 


‘THE TIPLES at the turn of the 20th century, with the Dominican friar 


Primo Calzado as choirmaster. 
1 


said Marcos. “The most power- 
ful thing in the world is not 
money but the media. They can 
do or undo you even beyond the 
grave. Now I challenge you to 
promote Filipino operas and 
not just linger on my being eter- 
nally Imeldific." 

Based on the Nick Joaquin 
short story "May Day Eve," 
"Mayo... Bisperas ng Liwanag" 
will showcase the vocal talents 
of Kitchie Molina and Elites 
Carino (Anastacia), Ana Feleo 
(Agueda) and Jonathan Badon 
(Salvador Montiya). Others in 
the cast are Cynthia Guico, Lena 
Mckenzie, Armin Сотоп, 
Laari Losala, Marvin Gayra- 
mon and the Chameleon 
Dancers. 

Harold Galang is musical di- 
rector and conductor. 

Proceeds from the produc- 
tion will go to the Felicing 
Tirona Memorial Scholarship 
Fund and for the acquisition of 
musical instruments for the 
planned PWU School of Music 
Orchestra. 

By coincidence, the opera ге- 
vival will also serve as а post- 
birthday celebration for the 
PWU dean emeritus, Lucrecia 
R. Kasilag, who turned 90 Fri- 
day last week. 


Special concert 

Meanwhile, the School of 
Music of St. Scholastica’s Col- 
lege (SSC) will mark its 100th 
year with a special concert hon- 
Oring Sister Baptista Battig, the 
Benedictine nun from Silesia, 
Germany, who started the first 
formal piano lessons in the 
country. 

‘The music school was found- 
ed in Tondo in 1907 and later 
transferred to its present Singa- 
long location. It became SSC's 
first School of Music, now head- 
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and dedicated. They still keep 
up with their practice schedules 
a5 well as their services to the 
church, with the quality of their 
singing still at par with some of 
the world's most popular boys’ 
choirs, including the Sistine 
Chapel choir, Spain's Montser- 
rat Boys' choir, the Paris Little 
Singers and the Vienna Boys’ 
choir. 


Marian concert. 

One need not go to Europe, 
however, to have the chance to 
listen to the wonderful singing 
voices of boy choristors that 
could only be described as an- 
gelic. In celebration of the Cen- 
tenary of the Canonical Corona- 
tion of Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary-La Naval de Manila, the 
‘Tiples de Sto. Domingo will be 
performing on Sept. 15 at the 
Philamlife Auditorium on Unit- 
ed Nations Avenue, Ermita. ti 
Чей "The Saga of La Naval: Tri- 
umph of the Peoples Faith, 
Tiples de Sto. Domingo Concert 
‘on 

The major concert will fea- 


У 


"p 


У mmt 
Б ТУДЫ а пе 
a 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 


ed by Sister Mary Placid Abejo, 
OSB. 

“Sister Ваша practically 
started the first music school in 
the country” pointed out pi- SOPRANO Nenen Espina 
anist Anamaria Gregorio de 
Guzman, who will join 14 other soprano Nenen Espina and pi- 
musicians in the commemora- anist Mary Anne Espina, both of 
tive concert in St. Cecilia's Hall whom happen to be from Ba- 
Nov. 25. colod City. 

Among the pianists joining When Gonzaga (who is from 
the concert are Mary Ann Rivas Iloilo) performed for the first 
Armovit, Della Gamboa Besa, time with Azcona and Espina 
Cristina Carrion Bichara, Mary the other year, the Filipino 
Anne Espina, Marianne Fajardo, tenor told his excited Manila 
Leonor Kilayko, Zenas Reyes audience: “Believe it or not, you 
Lozada, Carmen Dayrit Padilla are listening to the Iongo 
and Rose Marie Santos de la Mafia. am from Iloilo and so is 


Paz. Azcona, and my pianist comes 
The concert will also see the from Bacolod City!” 
special participation of violin. Azcona also shared in the 


ists Sara Мапа Gonzales, standing ovation accorded Gon- 
Denise Santos Huang, Regina zaga and Lea Salonga in the Best 
Medina and Divina Juanita of the Philippines Gala concert 
Francisco Salonga, with the with the Philippine Philharmon- 
Manila Symphony Orchestra ic Orchestra last year. 
under the baton of Arturo Moli- Nenen Espina, who is a past 
па. winner of the National Music 
Said De Guzman: “What ev- Competition for Young Artists, 
егуопе will hear in the Nov. 25 just sang a special role in the 
concert are the musical children Philippine premiere оѓ 
of Sister Baptista from several Tchaikovsky's “Eugene Onegin” 
generations. It is a fulfillment of and received rave reviews for 
what she had desired, which her portrayal of Suzuki in the 
was to see the children of the last ССР production of 
East rise in the musical world to “Madame Butterfly" where she 
the same level as those in the shared the stage with world- 


West.” class Cio Cio San from Japan. 
М » Yoko Watanabe. 
Васојод music-making As for Espina, the Negrenses 


Thevocaleventofthe yearin realized how good she ‘was 

Bacolod City will take place оп when she shared the standing 

Sept. 7, 7 p.m., at [Fisher Hotel ovation given to Romanian vio 

Ballroom in Bacolod City. linist Alexandru Tomescu at the 
Tt will feature distinguished Provincial Capitol Social Hall in 

baritone Noel Azcona, who had March this year. 

a memorable “Pearl Fishers” Тһе Sept. 7 Bacolod concert 

duet with world-acclaimed Fil- is for the benefit of the Negros 

ipino tenor Otoniel Gonzaga at Cultural Foundation. 

Philamlife Theater and at CCP 

last year. Сай (034) 4680286 or 
"The concert will also feature 09065104270. 


E "PHILIPPINE 
Idol” fi 
Gian Carlo 
Magdangal, а 


the choir. 


TIPLES 
circalate 
19th 
century 


ture the famous Tiples singing 
“Ave Maria," "Misa Brevis,” “O 
Beata Mater" and a medley of 
theme songs from animated 
feature films. On the organ/pi 
ano is Michael Richard Lopez. 
Delos Santos will conduct. 

Guest performers include Az- 
er аш, Thea Perez, “Philip: 
pine Idol” finalists Gian Carlo 
Magdangal, a former Tiples 
member, and Jan Nieto. 

Also performing are the UST 
Symphony Orchestra and Sto. 
Domingo Мае Chorale 
(SDMC), composed of former ^ «with their own special place 
Eples de Sto; Dominan чи ја history, the Tiples could well 

be among the Dominicans 


their high-pitched voices bur 1 
but greatest contributions to Philip- 
still sing together in the service Sine music culture,” De Los 


ofthe Church. 5 

Formed in 1978 by eighe "er. 52008000, 
Tiples” РМС became the only тһе Tiples de Sto. Domingo 
non-European group to join ће concert will be held at Philamlife 
International Polyphonic Com- Auditorium, United Nations Av- 
petition or Guido d' Arezzo in nue, Ermito, Manila, on Sept. 
the sacred music category in 72 бру. Tickets are at P300. 


2002. 
а Я 712 
‘Throughout the years, Tiples Е ооа лаза 


oe p Боса пеев E-mail the author at dxmatilla. 
ed their audience whether at @yahoo,com. 
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the Arzobispado de Manila, 
Cultural Center of the Philip: 
pines, five-star hotels or Mala- 
cafiang Palace. And on Sept. 15. 
by singing praises to Our Lady 
of the Holy Rosary, they will 
show why they have remained 
as the nation’s oldest and most 
respected boys’ choir. 
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CAST of “Katipunan, Mga Anal ng Bayan” 
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LIFESTYLE 


The company headed by Tony Espejo 
is now celebrating its pearl 
anniversary with a five-play festival 
on the five Sundays of September 


Gantimpala's |: 
()-year odyssey . 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


IT HAS BEEN A LONG AND 
sometimes bumpy road for the 
Gantimpala Theater Foundation, 
stretching over 30 years. The 
company headed by Tony Espejo 
is now celebrating its pearl an- 
niversary with a five-play festival 
on the five Sundays of Septem- 
ber. 

The venue is the Concert at 
the Park Open-Air Auditorium in 
Rizal Park (Luneta), Ermita, 
Manila. The plays start 7 p-m., 
and admission is free. 

Then known as Bulwagang 
Gantimpala, the company was 
founded in 1977, 10 years after. 
Peta (Philippine Educational 
Theater Association) and Reper- 
tory Philippines, as a resident 
company of the Cultural Center 
of the Philippines. 

Espejo retrieved a clutch of 
unperformed, CCP Award-win- 
ning plays in Filipino which were 
gathering dust in the files, re- 
worked these into stageable 
forms, and started to put out one 
play after another. 

In the following years, many 
talents joined the company and 
Bulwagang Gantimpala gained 
an audience, composed mostly 
of the young. It gave the venera- 
ble Peta stiff competition, pro- 
pelled by a CCP subsidy. 

After February 1986, however, 
with Edsa I, the new dispensa- 
tion at the CCP felt the need to 
create a new drama company 
(eventually Tanghalang Pilipino, 
which is celebrating its 20th 
year). And thus began Gantim- 
pala's odyssey. 

‘The company reinvented itself 
as a foundation, gathered up the 
pieces, and performed wherever 
it could: at the Manila 
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vision show "Lupin," Davao has 
graced the stage in Tanghalang 
Pilipino's "Insiang" and "Speak- 
ing in Tongues,' among other 
productions. He won an Aliw 
‘Award for Best Stage Actor for 
his work in the latter. 


Fraternal banter 

De Mesa said he had been 
wanting to sink his teeth on a 
straight play as well as work 
with Guingona again. 

“You mean you wanted to 
work with me,” joked Davao. 

‘The fraternal banter was pre- 
sent throughout the interview as 
both finished each others sen- 
tences and joshed around. Both 
were also ali praises for Pangan in 
his first foray into straight plays. 

The ease in the casts working 
relationship. also helped them 
achieve a more dynamic tone 
when they worked with Albano 
to thresh out the translation. 

Long-time collaborating pro- 
ducer Hendri Go of Little Boy 
Productions bravely premiered 
this new version in his home- 
town of Cebu. 

"ft was a real test; you know 
how Cebuanos can be when it 
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Metropolitan Theater before it 
closed down; St. Cecilia's Hall of 
St. Scholastica’s College; the AFP 
‘Theater in Camp Aguinaldo. 
Espejo tapped the lucrative 
student market with four cur- 
riculum-oriented classics: 
“Kanser” (Noli Me Tangere), “El 
Filibusterismo,” “Florante at 
Laura” and “Ibong Adarna.” 


Musical paean 

For the past four years, the 
Gantimpala's home has been the 
Concert at the Park Auditorium, 
but it also performs in other 
venues. The Pearl Theater Festi- 
val started yesterday with Boni- 
facio Ilagan’s “Katipunan, Mga 
Anak ng Bayan,” directed by Jef- 
frey Camañag, with music by 
Jesse Lucas. 

"Ramona Reyes ng Forbes 
Ране by the late Bienvenido 
Noriega, Jr, will be staged on 
Sept. 9, directed by Jake de Asis. 

On Sept. 16 comes Tony 
Perez's “Bombita,” directed by 
Soxie Topacio. 

The festival will close on Sept. 
30 with Leoncio P Derada’s 
“Taluktok,” directed by Espejo. 

Part of the September festival 
is the children’s musical "Ang 
Pagong at ang Matsing” by com- 
poser Lucas, excerpts of which 
were presented to media during 
а recent press conference at the 
Rizal Park Auditorium. It is a tale 
said to have been told to Rizal by 
his mother Dofia Teodora Alon- 
zo. 

‘The musical goes on tour on 
Sept. 19-21 (Bren Guiao Gym, 
Pampanga); and on Oct. 12 (Tar- 
Jac State University, Tarlac City). 

Manila performances are on 
Oct. 24-26 (Emilio Aguinaldo 
College Auditorium, near UN 
Avenue, Manila); and on Dec. 2 
(Rizal Park) 


comes to Tagalog material,” said 
Go. "But we feel that the miateri- 
al was adapted properly to Fil- 
ipino sensibilities and humor.” 

It also helped that Guingona 
is intimately familiar with the 
play. 

Despite the thorough prepa- 
ration, the cast still experienced 
jitters. 

“Tm used to more intimate 
performance spaces where there 
would only be 400 seats. Our 
theater in Cebu had 1,100 seats, 
and there were only the three of 
us [actors]! We were nervous, 
ме didn't know if people would 
come and watch,” said Davao. 

But the audience were appre- 
ciative, and two more perfor- 
mances were added due to pub- 
licdemand. 

The successful Cebu run has 
emboldened the cast and crew 
to stage a special one-night-only 
Manila performance at the Mu- 
sic Museum on Sept. 22, 8 p.m. 

Tickets start from P300 and 
are available at National Book 
Store Tickerworld. Call 8919999 


or visit www.ticket- 
world.com.ph. 

Email the author ағ 
waltzang@yahoo.com 
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“ANG PAGONG at 
ang Matsing" 
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Lucas calls his music “medyo 
[somewhat] pop, kwela, fun 
songs, medyo campy, pambata 
[for children]. 

But at the end, the young ac- 
tors, attired in colorful costumes, 
cutloose with a musical paean to 
Nature and йз blessings, its 
promise of a bright tomorrow: 
“Salamat, kalikasan... buhayin 
ang lahat. Kalikasan, may dalang 
bukas!” 
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1. Promo Portod: August 15 to November 30, 2007 


2. You con jon by simply collecting wrappers wih 
Intact points of Prokids Premium Baby Diapors 
with Soft Cottony Magic Tape. Points per 
packaging are as дою: 


TONY 
Espejo 


RAPPERS TO GET 
МЕЗЕ ITEMS FOR FREE, 


* Only entro wrappers with intact points of Prokids 
Premium Baby Diaper with Soft Cottony Magic. 


Таро wil be accopted. 


« Entries containing cut-out points ий NOT be 


honored. 


make it happen 


The future is in your hands. John Robert Powers 


has a program just for you to make it happen! 
Modeling. Acting. Personal Development. Executive Grooming. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Diploma. 


CALL мом: 892 9511 or 927 0465 


(Makati City) 


(Quezon City) 


ОЛЫ фии, 


www johnrobertpowers.com 
Casmer Building. 195 Salcedo St., Ground Floor, Cinderella Building 


Legaspi Village, Makati City 
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« Entries containing solad wrappers (wrappers 
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Submit the required Prokids Premium Baby 
Diapors with Soft Cottony Magic Tape wrappers 
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address, baby's name and birthday, telephone 
andlor mobile phone numbers, signature of 
parentjguardian and the desired premium item. 
Please inc.de landmarks for hard о find location. 
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“Prokids Bed Time Collection" 
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31st Floor, Raffles Corporate Center 

Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
ог 
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825 EDSA, Quezon City 
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submitted by the sender. In the event that the 
entry sender is nol present during the time of 
delivery, a member of. the sender's household 


may be asked to sign a proof of delivery and 
receive the premium Items in behalf of the entry 
sender. . 


Entries thru mal must be received thirty (30) days 
afier the promo period. Hand delivered entries 
must be receives on or before November 30, 
2001. 


Premium items will be delivered sixty (60) 
days from end of promo period 


You may join as many times as you want. 


10. Prizes are nol convertible to cash. 


Please visit wiv unitrade com for more information 
‘on Prokids baby diaper. 
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Art’: Once more, 


The successful 
Cebu run has 
emboldened the 
castand crew to 
stage a special one- 
night-only Manila 
performance at the 
Music Museum 

on Sept. 22 


English, Mandarin, Japanese, 
German and Spanish. 

The Philippine premiere of 
"Ar". in 1998 featured Bart 
Guingona (who also directed), 


into Filipino to make it accessi- 
bleto a wider audience. 

“I do poetry and copywriting, 
sol gave it a shot and translated 
the first 10 pages for Bart's ap- 
proval,” said Albano. "I think he 
liked it because I got a text mes- 
sage instructing me to finish ће 
entire play" 

While the translation work 
continued, actors were rounded 
up to fill the roles. 

Michael de Mesa, who has be- 
come popular with the English 
theater crowd with his involve- 
ment in musicals, was chosen to 
play Serge (played by Audie 
Gemora in the English ver- 
sion)—the character whose pur- 
chase of a painting, which hap- 
pens to be completely white, sets 
off heated reactions from the 
other two characters. 


Jett Pangan, front man of The 
Dawn and star of such musicals 
as "Once on This Island," "Beau- 
ty and the Beast” and "Tick, Tick 
Boom,” was recruited to make 
his nonmusical straight play de- 
butas Mar. 

"He is the quintessential lead- 
er-ofthe-pack, ^ head-ofthe- 
gang alpha male,” explained 
Guingona, who played Marc in 
ihe English version. "He's the 
one who disagrees with Serge's 
foray into the art world.” 

Caught in between these two 
explosive personalities is Jun 
(Yvan in the original, played by 
Jaime del Mundo), the milque- 
toast sidekick whose shoes 
would be filled by Ricky Davao. 

Familiar to younger audiences 
as one of the villains in the tele- 


By Walter Ang 
Contributor 


THREE MEN TALKING ABOUT 
a painting. It’s easy to brush off 
the premise of this straight play, 
seeing as how it can easily be 
boring. Or weird. Or both. 

‘Thankfully, Yasmina Reza’s 
“Art” is none of the above. It of- 
fers an engaging and hilarious 
opportunity to eavesdrop on 
three best buds as they traverse 
the fine line that defines their 
friendship. 

Originally written in French 
and produced by Sean Connery 
in London, “Art” has won numer- 
ous awards, including the 1998 
Tony Award for Best Play and 
the 1997 Olivier Award for Best 
Comedy, and has been translat- 
ed into 20 languages including 


А” 


Audie Gemora, and Jaime del 
Mundo in the English transla- 
tion. The show became one of 
several trademark productions 
of Actors’ Actors Inc., Guingo- 


na's theater company. 

After Lito Albano saw one of 
these restagings, he approached 
Guingona and brought up the 
idea of translating the material 
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CELL REGENERATION: 
ITS LINK TO THE 
BODY’S OPTIMAL 
FUNCTION 


Aging is inevitable! And as we gain years in our lives, 
we realize that our body just isnt the way it used to be 
and our near-invincible days are slipping- That's because 

age, our body loses its grip on this wonderful natural 
mechanism called CELL REGENERATION - a process 
af healing and repair that may just hold the key to sustained 
well-being and longevity. 


WHAT IS CELL REGENERATION? 


Cell regeneration is а daily process by which cells 
continuously REPLACE AND RESTORE 
THEMSELVES TO MAINTAIN THE BODY'S 
NORMAL FUNCTION. The human body is a well- 
engineered machine designed to heal and repair itself 
though cells that are able to continuously multiply, thrive 
and edapt by a process called cell turnover. Examples of 
these continuously proliferating cells are those found in 
the skin, the lining of the intestines, bone marrow and 
blood. 


WHY IS NORMAL CELL REGENERATION 


At 41, she's back in school, 
term papers, and exams. She kn 
be easy, but it's possible: 
HavitAll. It enhances normal 
a procéss which naturally slows dow 
It has a unique formulation of 39 Y 
minerals plus natural ingredients. И. 


Brain Celr'Booster - B Vitamins, 
Vitamin E, Folate and тате ер 
maintain healthy brain cells to ei 

memory. is 


Sensory Cell Protector - Vitamin A and ` 
Lutein help maintain healthy vision and. 
protect the eyes from oxidative StfeSS 


Cell Defender - Antioxidants Carotenoids; 
Bioflavonoids and.Coenzyme Q10 fight 
free radicals to help maintain healthy cells, ~ 


Cell Immunity Armor - Vitamins А, C 

and E plus minerals like Zinc, Iron and — 
Selenium help fortify the body's defenses ~ 
from harmful elements. 


Exactly what Sharon needs 
to help her attain a Bachelor's Degree. 


SHARON CUNETA 
“Student, Associate in Arts 


THE NEKT YOU 


SHOULD 


VITAMINS & MINERALS. 


ENHANCES NORMAL 
CELL REGENERATION 


ri 


NEEDED? 


Normal сей regeneration is necessary for the body to 
function optimally. It is а natural process responsible for. 
keeping our mind sharp, bones and muscles strong, our 
eyesight keen, var digestion running smoothly, our skin 
healthy and generally maintaining our youthful, healthy 
and vibrant looks. Cells demonstrate their wonderful. 
ability о adapt when injuries are sustained by the body. 
While continuously proliferating cells never cease to 
replicate themselves, others that have a slower rate of 
division like those found in the kidney and liver react 
and multiply faster when an injury occurs to hasten the 
healing process. 


HOW DOES AGE AFFECT CELL. 
REGENERATION? 


With age, and other factors like nutritional gaps and 
cumulative exposure to harmful environmental elements 
сей regeneration pets disrupted. The cells become less 
efficient in repairing and duplicating themselves. This 
cellular change eventually manifests in the skin becoming 
wrinkled and less clastic, the eyes declining in function 
and even the digestive tract becoming less able to absorb 
nutrients. These are just some of the reasons why 
ving the regenerative powers of our body cells 
lakes on paramount importance. 


WHAT DISRUPTS NORMAL CE 
REGENERATION? 


While cell regeneration occurs daily, it is keenly 
dependent on proper nutrition and rest. Hence, too much. 
эше». inadequate sleep, а deficient dict, exposure to other 
environmental factors tend to interrupt the normal cell 
regeneration process. Aging also adds to the problem. 
As we mature, we somehow fail to optimally assimilate 
all the nutrients eur body needs from the food that we 
creating а significant nutritional gap and slowing 
a the process of ell renewal 


WHAT SHOULD 1 DO TO ENHANCE NORMAL 
CELL REGENERATION: 


"The good news about normal cell regeneration is that 
we ean influence factors that cause its steady decline. 
Stat developing healthy lifestyle habits now ike engaging 
in regular physical activity and getting enough sleep. 
Avoid smoking and excessive drinking, Steer clear of 
Stress or find a way to handle it well. Itis also important 
to take a daly supplement, A nationwide survey conducted 
by the DOST Food and Nutrition Research Institute in 
2003 showed that many essential nutrients are not 
adequately met by the Filipino diet. And while eating 
well-balanced meals may be a step in the right direction, 
sometimes we fail 10 assimilate all the vitamins and 
minerals we need from the food that we eat as we grow 
older. Supplements therefore offer us a practical approach 
to assure proper nutrition for optimum cell regeneration. 


WHAT'S A GOOD SUPPLEMENT TO ENHANCE 
CELL REGENERATION? 


good nutritional supplement for cell regeneration 
is one that packs a good balance of all the essential 
building blocks for renewal Antioxidant Vitamin C fights 
fice radicals that damage cells and stimulates collagen 
synthesis. Other antioxidants that help protect cells are 
Vitamins A and E and Lycopene. Zinc helps in blood 
clotting and wound healing, and boosts our immune 
system, while Folic Acid plays a key role in cell division 
and growth. Vitamin D, on the other hand, helps regulate 
the growth of cell. Vitamin A and Lutein promote healthy 
eye сей. The B Vitamins provide energy for ай these 
processes to occur. Other nutrients that support cell 
regeneration are Taurine, Tyrosiie and Choline for 
enhancement of brain performance. HAVILALL has all 
39 vitamins and minerals plus natural ingredients to help. 
enhance the normal cell regeneration process. 


[Now we all know we're hardly immune to injury nor 
stress, but CELL REGENERATION is our body's 
insurance policy against the potential damages created 
by our own lifestyle choices and the world we live in. 
Remember that although aging is inevitable, it can either 
be accelerated or slowed down by adopting a healthy 
lifestyle and ensuring a proper nutrition complemented 
by the right supplement. 
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Contributor 


obsession. It is and always will be 
pivotal to my form of art. 

This seeming interest has simmered 

through childhood into adulthood, acquiring 

form and added meanings with every pass- 


P= HAVE ALWAYS BEEN MY 


ingyear. 

"The whole gestation process of this inter- 
est in humanity is an ever-evolving process, 
acquiring various degrees of validity and sig- 
nificance as one traipses through years of cre- 
айі. 

Genuine concem is never dictated by а 
form of commercialization. But by a simple 
fii honest concern of allowing our sense of hu- 
manity to grow and be nurtured by day-to- 
day discipline in defining one's forms. 

In my involvement with creating human 
form, I have always strived to create figures 
using the purest of lines, never repenting 
them to create a linearity of purpose. 

It is easy enough to construct figures using 
shadows and light where one could rectify 
mistakes by erasure and the successive build- 
ing of forms. 

‘Such is not my chosen style of rendition. 
Аз in art, succinctness of approach, as far as 
technique is concerned, is in itself the essence 
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WENTY-SIX ARTWORKS 

from 13 artists mark the 

Philippine participation in 
the Sotheby's auction of modern 
and contemporary Southeast Asian 
paintings Sept. 16 in the Main Ball- 
room of the Regent of Singapore at 
1 Cuscaden Rd. 

This is a much-awaited auction with 
Sotheby's offering 176 lots from the top 
artists and masters of Southeast Asia. With 
Sotheby's imposing a higher cutoff level on | 
the minimum bids per artwork, the auction | 
has narrowed down the playing field to | 
mostly works from masters, if not highly in. { 
demand, and outstanding contemporary Ё 
artists. È 

Sotheby's usually had several categories, | 
namely indo-European Paintings, Singa- | 
porean, Malaysian, Filipino and Thai Paint- 
ings, Vietnamese Paintings, New Contem- 
porary Paintings, and Modern Indonesian 
Paintings. | 

For this auction, Sotheby's has chosen го £ 
do away with the categories and instead di- | 
vided the auction into two: Session One for | 

SOTHEBY'S/D2 


artist’s ev 


Sotheby's to auction | 
| works 
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Improve | 
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Expand votabulary 5 


Training in Christian art 
and archeology in Rome 


deepened my understanding 


of the Christian religion, 


native forms to address 
our kind of religiosity 
as a people 


of validity, just as a surgeon's validity is to- 
‘ward not creating an unnecessary cut to con- 
fuse the issue of a valid operation. 


It will take a lifetime for me to fulfil this — foi 


sense of artistic purpose. Even day-to-day ex- 
periences have added their validity toward 
the formation of my kind of art. 

Was it blind instinct that has led me into 
doing this? Maybe, maybe not. But what I 
can be sure of is that the act of creation has 
always prompted me as an artist to do every- 
thing in the spirit of play and never as work. 

‘An artist is like a child, always playing and 


oin our 2-week Free 


(From September 17 to 29) 
During the two-week period, your child will attend 4 class days and receive dally ‘worksheets all for free! 


and this prodded me to use 
my art in coming out with + 


“COMMUNITY,” by Vicente Manansala (left); “Fruit Harvest," 
by Anita Magsaysay-Ho 


| 
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THE ARTIST 


his creativity manages to capture hitherto 
unknown forms that are now captured as vi- 
sual forms, thanks to his God-given sense of 


rm. 
This highly celebratory mood is by any 
way translatable into a quick course in art ex- 
ecution. The whole process is realizable in 
опе lifetime where one can constantly ex- 
plore possibilities of forms as dictated by 
one's ever-growing sensitivity toward the is- 
sues confronting his artistic spirit. D] 
What true success would constitute forthe = 
ANARTIST'S/D2 


2 PROGRAMS for 1 | 
GREAT|! 
FUTURE |; 


FREE TRIAL 
CAMPAIGN 
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‘STILL Life with Lemons,” by Federico Aguilar Alcuaz 


" 5 М 


Here at Kumon, we understand the importance 
of nurturing children to become excellent and 
responsible individuals. Kumon is more than 
just Math and Reading. 


Please callus at (02) 885-0226 
ог 1800-1888-0231 tole (outside Metro Mania), 

Inc at the 19th Floor Расте Tower 
8767 Pasto de Roxas Makati Cty 
Emsllusatinqoiriesiumon com ph or vis wwurkumon com ph 


To know more about how to join, inquire at your nearest Kumon center. now 


Our programs not only help children improve... 
academically, but more importantly, they help 
them develop a. passion for leaming, а 
„willingness to take on new challenges, and also 
a feeling of self-affirmation. 3 


“TRADING” 


An artist’s 


From page DI 
real artist is having entertained the least 
compromise while getting the most results. 

Asin defining lines to arrive ata purity of 
human form, so the intent of the creative 
spiritis in justifying its sense of validity Per- 
chance the justification or logic of creativity 
lies їп its unbridled spontaneity. A sense of 
purpose supplemented by iron discipline, a 
rigorous approach evoking all forms of 
valid participation. 

It is this obsession that has spurred me to 
simplify my art to its maximum purity of 
execution, а result of years of valid rendi- 
tion in drawing the purest of human fig- 
ures, using only the most minimum of lines 
to delineate the figures and their acces- 
sores, my different canvases unreeling in 
the process the vast panorama of the Fil- 
ipino people ever at work or at play, intent 
їп fulfilling their many different activities. 

Viewing the works one could see or feel 
the seed of identification, growing with the 
now more familiar figure of our rural folk 
pared down to their very essence, the fig- 
ures seemingly unmindful of the numerous 
‘complications of urban life. 

Rural is my turf as grew up in that envi- 
ronment, nurtured as a child into adult- 
hood by parents who, in the simplicity of 
their approach toward the business of liv- 
ing, were in reality very philosophical in 
their pragmatism. 

My siblings and 1 grew up in the farm 


ИТА 


С 


"WHITE Linen,” by Eufemio Rasco 


evolution 


following the natural суйе of things. 
Learning to live life in its unhurried pace, 
never succumbing to unnecessary pres- 
sures. 

Tris this basic approach or a technique, I 
suspect, that guided us into adulthood, re- 
specting the ethereality or transience of 
things as taught by the lessons of farming 
the Jand, where one can sow, nurture what 
you have planted, and harvest and share 
the fruits of the land. 

1t is this love of nature and people that 
through time has fused them into the one 


and singular obsession of my life as an my parents for that. 
artist. My father reared me on the classics. I Head, | 
became familiar with Greek mythology: 1 Heady experience 


come. 


“WOMEN Traders” 


the morning auction and Session Two for 
the afternoon auction. 

‘The présent Philippine participation is the. 
biggest in the past three years. There are two 
i Anita Magsaysay-Hlos: a 21% x 294" 1953 
| oil on canvas, “Fruit Harvest,” and an 184 x 
| 2114" oil on canvas, "Egg Sellers.” 

i There are also three Amorsolos, a Man- 
1 апзаја, three works from Arturo Luz, a Ce- 
7 sar Legaspi and a Pacita Abad. Amorsolo, 
5 Manansala, Luz and Legaspi are Philippine 
İ National Artists while Abad and Federico 


ANS Aguilar Alcuaz are Presidential Medal of 


lerit awardees. 


yi ee M 
“8%  Forthe auction, Alcuaz has been given the 


distinction of having an entire section of six 
rare artworks as tribute to his stellar accom- 
plishments as an artist and in celebration of 
his 75th birth anniversary. 

4) These are the 29% x 24" "Still Life with 
4 Lemons,” 28% x 23'4” “Composition with 


2334" “Landscape,” and the 28% x 36" "Still 
Life with Landscape.” 

‘Alcuaz has exhibited in Spain, Portugal, 
jermany, and France and has won several 
art and cultural awards in Spain and 
France. He is known for his abstract works, 


age. 

Gibbon, Tolstoy, Gogol and Rilke were 
common everyday fare for my questioning 
spirit always hungry for added stimulation. 
ТЕ was, to my present-day recollection, по 
ordinary education, and I can thank all of cially exacting. Their insistence bore fruit 


As the age of reason set in, І enrolled at 
the State University in Diliman. This time 
the challenge took on a different form. It could offer. 
was a time of growing awareness, of fer- 
ment in the academe, when no institutions 
were considered sacred. Everything was 
ГИН open for questioning. 
luc i. hà Fora young mind it was a heady experi- 
ence. There at UP we were made to think, 
to intellectualize, to seek the added validity ed to study the restoration: of frescoes at the 
by incessantly questioning the merits of Intemational Center for the Study and 
things. As students we were beginning to 
institutionalize our irrelevance to every- 
thing that we found suspect. 


“MORNING Dance,” by Cesar 


Legaspi 


Inexhaustible minima 


“KALAKALAN” 


In college we had as mentors Anastacio 
Caedo, Napoleon Abueva and José Joya, 
now both National Artists. 

Ed Castrillo was also a teacher but it was 
Rod Perez and Virginia Flor Agbayani who 
trained us academically. They were espe- 


as we took the brunt oftheir insistent disci- 
pline. 
Being a consistent scholar in those days 


But this education did not end with was no mean feat. I was able to graduate 
those idyllic prognostications of a curious 
child's mind. More revelations were still to 


on time. From then on, a certain serious- 
ness of purpose delineated my vocation as 
an artist. After five years of just painting 
and selling, а certain tedium set in my soul. 
I was no longer happy at what Manila 


А promise of drastic change came in the 
form of a scholarship from the Italian Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, which enabled me 
to study at Accademia di Belle Arti in 
Rome. 

On the third year of my sojourn, 1 decid- 


Preservation of Cultural Properties, also in 
Rome. 
On my fourth year, my friend Consigliere. 


Sotheby's to auction 26 Pinoy works „~. 


“TEMPLES,” by Arturo Luz; (at 
right) "Still Life with Landscape,” 
by Alcuaz 


his fascination with Cubism and Surreal- 
ism, and with the neofigurative movement 
їп the Spanish-speaking world. 

Aside from the 40 x 60" work “Borobodur,” 
there are two rare Luzes: а 28/2 x 48” work 
in acrylic on canvas laid on board, “Temples,” 

and a 24 x 48" work, "Boxes and Shells.” 

; It will be recalled that a 1957 work by 
Luz, “Estudiantinas,” in the December auc- 
tion at Christie's last year, sold at a record 
price of P4.2 million. 

‘Also included in the auction are two 
works by Ronald Ventura, two by Marcel 


lism 


телді from the Italian ministry adviced me, 
considering that 1 came from the only 
Catholic Asian country to study Christian. 
Archeology. 


Greater understanding 

"This decision proved quite a revelation. 
It opened a greater understanding of our 
kind of religion, for the study encompassed 
various fields of discipline, from the early 
teachings of the Church fathers, to iconog: 
raphy, epigraphy and the development of 
ecclesiastical architecture. 

It was a whirlwind tour of familiariza 
tion, which served its purpose of deepening 
my understanding of the Christian religion 

"The understanding prodded me to use 
my art in coming out with native forms to 
address our kind of religiosity as a people. 
То use the local provincial folk to represent 
the divinities was to reach out, to Filipinize 
our religious sensibility. 

From this preoccupation was born a se- 
ries of paintings glorifying the Philippine 
rural folk as simple country people with 
saintly orbs imparting a certain divinity to 
them. 

‘The creative process took over where 
others had left off. With creeping maturity 
brought by years of training the “тап. 
scapes,” as Nick Joaquin would put it, the 
style is still in the process of evolving into 
the assumption of greater simplicity in 
terms of lines, content and figures, forever 
seeking its validity in the growing aware- 

ness of our people as to the question of 
their being Filipinos, and finding their 
essence in the fond manscapes of one of 
their own. 


Antonio, one by Nona Garcia, two by Win- 
ner Jumalon, one by EL Cordova and one 
by Eufemio Rasco IV 

Works by Rasco and Jumalon got high 
bids in last April's Sotheby's auction. 

Interested parties who may want to par« 
ticipate in the auction can visit www.sothe- 
bys.com and go to the category auction cal- 
endar looking for the April 29 auction of 
Modern and Contemporary Southeast 
‘Asian Paintings. Bidding can also be done 
by submitting an absentee bid form by tele- 
phone. Call 65-67328239. 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


THE PAINTINGS OF ARTURO 


Ëuz are a visual paradox. 
+ They're the typical Rejective Art limited 
in line and color yet they possess such visu- 
Al richness the eye can barely exhaust. They 
appear easy to produce, and can be easily 
reproduced by any faker, yet each has that 
fayered complexity and perfect balance 
shar only an authentic artist can apprehend 
and create, 

“A fitting tribute to the 81-year-old Na- 
tional Artist has been mounted in "Large 
Paintings, Performers and Ancient Cities," 
35 pieces in acrylic on canvas, until Sept. 9 
jh Galerie Joaquin Main, 371 P Guevarra 
St. cor. Montessori Lane, Addition Hills, 
San Juan. 

5 These are old paintings, seven large and 
$8 smaller ones, from his series “Borobu- 
dor,” "Cities of the Past” and "Performers." 
емет may feel they have seen them be- 
fore somewhere, as they've been popular 
and cropping up from gallery to gallery, 
thus highly recognizable. 

* The paintings characteristically look sim- 

with the canvas invariably segmented 

{ato flat planes of black, burgundy and 
бећге with thin slashes and grids of white, 

Тау and blue. They're figurative but the 
Вија linearity of the composition gives the 
pression of geometric abstraction. 

z Architectural forms are done in line draw- 


4 
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“MUSICIAN 
anda Juggler” 


ing while cyclists, jugglers, acrobats and mu- 
sicians are depicted as stick figures, yet Luz's 
kind of representation has a simplicity be- 
yond naif. His is an intellectualized render- 
ing of line, balance and chromatics. 

tis art that's related to the two styles of 
Russian abstraction: Suprematism with its 
"severely simple geometric forms and an 
extremely limited palette"; and Construc- 


E 


tivism with its "severely formal organiza- 
tion of mass, volume and space." 

Despite the rigidity of the composition, 
the muted color tonality and the precise- 
ness of the lines, however, these magisterial 
paintings do not appear cold and never 
leave one cold. In fact, they're warm as they 
amuse, delight and surprise the viewer. 

The artist says these are imaginary cities 
as theyre actually composite images of 
‘what he had seen of the ancient cities, forts, 
palaces and temples he visited, such as 
Borobudor, Angkor Wat, Sukhothai. 

But that doesn’t really matter. These 
cityscapes could have been origami and the 
human figures nothing but topiaries, but 
what holds the viewer is the perfection of 
design in each piece. 

Luz studied at the UST School of Fine Arts, 
and took further studies at the California Col- 
lege of Arts and Craft in Oakland; the Brook- 
Туп Museum Art School in New York; and the 
Academie de Іа Grande Chaumiere in Paris. 
He further honed his craft through scholar- 
ship grants in Spain and Italy. 

Не was named National Artist for Paint- 
ing in 1997. He received the Order de 
Chevalier des Arts et Lettres from the 
French government. 

Luz is of that generation and breed that 
looks at a piece and identifies whether it is 
art or not and no in-between. His paintings, 
repetitive in figuration, obsessive in struc- 

tural rigor and hypnotic in effect, are clear 
manifestations of this mandarin taste. 
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“MUSICIAN and a Cyclist” 


"BOROBUDOR" 


fear to 


By Gary С. Devilles 


Contributor 
НЕМ WE LOOK AT A 
painting, the painting 


W has a way of looking back 


at us and saying something about 
who we are. Hence, for every 
painting there is the uneasiness of 
being exposed or having to deal 
with the truth. 

Three veteran modernists, Caloy 
Gabuco, Fred Ramirez and Omi Reyes, 
dare to cause our discomfort in their 
group exhibit, “Trigonos,” on Sept. 3 in 
1/of Gallery (tel. 9013152), Shops at 
Serendra, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 

Gabuco depicts angels and cherubs at 
play, and itis not surprising that such fas- 
cination with angels is something he 
probably shares with a lot of modernist 
thinkers who see themselves as part 
heavenly and part corporal, always torn 
between the incorruptibility of Paradise 
and the dread of Hell, and ever envious 
of humans, though condescending of 
their frailty. 

Modernists by definition are stubborn 
and its the kind of stubbornness that 
modernist painting also begets, always 
objecting to our interpretation, extract- 
ing more from us, including our memo- 
ries and dreams. Gabuco definitely 
achieves this effect where the depiction 
of the eyes of the angels that seemingly 
become a threshold, half-opened and 
half-closed, as if we were compelled to 
see what is no longer there. 

Itis this ambiguity that Gabuco shares 
with Reyes and Ramirez as the geometric 
shapes in the latter artists’ works dis- 
solve the very fabric of space-and-time 
continuum, making everything fleeting, 
and nothing remains except for a few col- 
ors and lines which could have been 
one’s memory of the undulating sea 
waves rushing to the shore or a dream of 
the starless night that breezes an upcom- 
ing storm. 


Visual memory 

In Reyes’ and Ramirez's works, circles 
and squares trigger a visual memory 
while the vagueness and overlapping of 
colors accommodate a new memory 
when it comes. It is as if other appropri- 
ate senses were evoked, such as the 
warmth of red dissolving to yellow and 
ochre tones in Reyes’ works while the 
purple haze ripples to darkness in 
Ramirez's. 

Modernists tend to achieve a unity of 


| Rupert Jacinto photo show ۷ works were recently exhibited in e» 
Rupert Jacinto's AR’ Steuben Glass, Manhattan, New York. 9 
| "images Toyo" ISUAL ARTS Сай 8319990 or 8339815. чы» 
бый Quartana at Duemila Herzon at Galerie Y 
raphy, computer Nino Quartana Herzon De la Rosa presents his 40th 
i presents "I solo exhibit, "Theory of Multiplicity.” 


| graphics, paint- 


ing and mixed- [3 Giorni E La Notte The works generally depict agricultural 
MAC opere be j| (The Days ana harvest through a combination of real- 
Е. Night,” until ist, impressionist and modern styles. 


day in St. Francis 
Towers Show- 
room, Shangri-La 
Place, Ortigas 
Center, Man- 
daluyong. The exhibit runs until Sept. 
9. Artworks will also be available for 


Sept. 30 in Galle- 
ria Duemila, 210 
Loring St., 1300 
Pasay. Quartana 
isa painter, stage 
designer and ce- 


The show runs Sept. 8-18 in Galerie Y 
at 4/F, SM Megamall Bldg. A, Man- 
daluyong. Call 6342704. 


"THE PORTAL to 
Your Dreams,” 
by Rupert Jacinto 
Cosio at Ricco-Renzo 
Ricco-Renzo Galleries and Caffe at | 


E TamstHsst «Days and G/F, LRI Busi- "T 
О Pel yof 
showcased in ^ Quartana N. GarciaSt, P EM 
Italy and other Bel-Air ll, 2 - 
parts of the world since 1979. Call Makati, pre- ay C28 
8319990 or 8339815. sents an exhibit i 

А А by Allan Cosio «1 ^ 
TayagatAllianceFrancaise рад Созо cues An 
"Palate/Palette: A Watercolor Travel- — Nudes," until : 


ogue" by Claude Tayag opens оп 
Sept. 6 in Alliance Total Gallery, 209 
Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air 2, Makati 
‘The exhibit runs until Sept. 28. Call 


Sept. 15. Call 8982545, 


Мийог at Drawing Room 
Maya Mufioz presents "November," 


Lim at Yuchengco Museum — 4957685 or 8957441 until Sept. 15 in The Drawing Room, 
Arsenia Lim presents har sight solo i а Metrostar Building, 1007 Metropolitan 
exhibit, "Praise to Nature," featuring Group exhibit at Whitebox Avenue, Makati. Her series is grounded 


landscapes, flowers and birds until 
Oct. 20 in Yuchengco Museum, RCBC 
Plaza corner Ayala and Gil Puyat Av- 

| enues, Makati. In this exhibit, she. 
combines the Chinese traditional 
water-and-ink spirit, Western sketch- 
ing techniques, with realistic and free- 
hand brushwork. Call 8891234, 


Whitebox Gallery in Cubao Shoe Expo, 
Araneta Center features Rene Cuvos, 
Crisanto de Leon, Bunch Garcia, Caloy 
Gernale and Arthur Sanches in “En- 
chanted Kingdom," until Sept. 11. 


onthe ambivalence of human temper, 
longing and memory. She captures the 
weather of the soul during November 
through an elegant mix of desolation 
landscapes and floating silhouettes. 
Call 8976990 or 8977877. 


Diaz at Duemila 

Galleria Duemila at 210 Loring St. 1300 
Pasay, presents “Ribs,” by Ramon Di- 
az, until Sept. 30. Diaz took graduate 
and postgraduate courses in graphic 
printing in Germany, England, Belgium 
and Holland. His works were commis- 
sioned by the Subic Bay Yacht Club and 
Hotel, Manila Yacht Club, Presidential 
Residence, PLDT as well as renowned 
interior designer Carleton Varney who 
has commercially reproduced his 
Nishikigoi into designer clothing. His 


Santos at Silverlens 

Drawing inspiration from the Re- 
naissance period, Melbourne-based 
photographer Emmanuel Santos 
presents "The Passing of Light," 
Sept. 6- Oct. 2 in Siiverlens Gallery, 
2320 Pasong Tamo Ext., Warehouse 
2, Yupangco Bldg. The 38 pho- 
tographs in the exhibit derive their 
inspirations from the holy scriptures 
of the Bible, Torah and Koran. Сай 
8160044. 


Jocson at Art Space 
| "fight Simulation,” an exhibit of paint- 
ings and Installations by Jethro Jocson 
-| opens on Sept, Bin А.А (Artist-run 
Independent Art Space), 210 LRI Busi- 
ness Plaza, Nicanor Garcia St, Makati 
Jocson is known for his performance 
ап, using paper plane, umbrella, bal 
loons and other paraphernalia. Сай 
8959837. 
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In the angels 
of Gabuco 
and the 
geometrie 
abstracts 
of Reyes and 
Ramirez, 
one sees 
oneself amid 
the interplay 
of senses, 
and what 
is inside is 
also outside, 
the personal 
becoming 
political, 
and silence 
a defiant cry 


“HEAVENLY Melody,” by Gabuco 


senses in which sight can be smelled or a 
sound felt. Hence, the overall effect is 
one of exhilaration, and in the abstract 
paintings of Reyes and Ramirez the expe- 
rience can be hallucinatory. 

Perhaps it is also with this kind of atti- 
tude that one should ap- 
proach a modernist painting ря 
of Reyes, Ramirez and Gabu- 
co—to see oneself amid the 
interplay of senses, when 
what is inside is also out- 
side, the personal becomes 
political, and silence a defi- 
ant ery. 

The crux of contradiction 
for the modernist painter is 
that in the end the viewer 
gets to be viewed and the in- 
nocent reader becomes a 
text in itself. 

“IDYLLIC” 
by Omi Reyes 
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A УТИ БУДЕТ SHARED , A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS 
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Augusto Villalon 


Harvest 
of culture and 
design books 


THIS 15 THE SEASON TO EXPECT THE 
yearly harvest of new books. Adding to the 
2007 bounty are three books scheduled for 
release this month: "Filipinas" by Isa Loren- 
zo; “Araneta, a Love Affair with God and 
Country” by Lina Araneta Santiago; and 
“Ноте, Haven, Heaven" by landscape archi- 
tect Dolly Q. Perez. 

“Filipinas” is a powerful collection of 
black and white photographs of 30 women 
who have shaped not only their nation but 
also influenced their own professions and 
communities. 

‘Although photographer Lorenzo shoots 
Philippine role models respected for 
‘courage and commitment, each of her sub- 
jects is a recognized cultural icon who is in 
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By Linda B. Bolido 


THE CATHOLIC DIGEST, THE 71- 
year-old religious publication pack- 
aged for popular readership, is return- 
ing to the Philippines. 

Та a press conference during the re- 
cent Manila International Book Fair at 
the World Trade Center, Lirio Р San- 
doval, president and chief executive 
officer of A-Z Direct Marketing, Inc., 
said the magazine was making its 
comeback in the country after an ab- 
sence of about three years. 

Sandoval said the magazine first ap- 
peared in the country in 1985 and end- 
ed its local run in 2004. 

Now published by the Bayard Con- 
sumer Magazine Group, a division of 
Bayard Inc., and sponsored by Augus- 


zine 


and 


that 


tinians of the Assumption, the maga- 


lication devoted exclusively to con- 
necting faith and everyday life.” 
‘Debuting in 1936, Catholic Digest is 
estimated to have a readership of 2.5 
million at present. 
Sandoval said, while other religious 
publications tended to be “preachy” 


were livelier and easier to read. 


Real stories 
Bro. Didier Remiot, executive vice 
president of Bayard Inc., pointed out 


people's real stories of faith. Columns 
were meant to respond to questions re- 
lated to everyday life, not just matters 
of faith. 


is billed as “the only Catholic pub- 


increase 


didactic, Catholic Digest articles said, the 


features in the mag 


ine were 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRES 


Sandoval, whose company will dis- 
tribute the magazine locally, ex- 


ly add Fi 
aged for international audiences, to 


local readers. 
He noted that, locally, Catholic pub- 
lishing was on a downtrend. But, he 


stories that Filipinos could easily relate 
to if these were made less “preachy.” 
Sandoval is also open to the idea of 
having the Catholic Digest published 
in Filipino. He said in a recent meeting 
of local book publishers that it was the 
consensus that “Filipino books sell bet- 
ter than [those in] English even if they 
cost the same 
However, he said they would have to 


hope they could eventual- 
ino stories, though pack- 


the publication's appeal to 


country was full of inspiring 


able markets. 


ability" 


Anvil is Publisher of the Year 


ANVIL PUBLISHING INC. WAS NAMED 
Publisher ofthe Year at the 26th Manila Crit- 
ics Circle National Book Awards last Aug. 31 
at the Manila International Bookfair, World 
"Trade Center, Pasay City. 

Karina Bolasco, publishing manager for 
‘Anvil, received the award, which recognizes 
the Filipino publisher that released the best 
books in 2006. This was Anvils second consec- 
utive Publisher of the Year Award after win- 
ning it for 2005, and itis Anvil’ eighth overall. 

106 Ambassador to the Philippines Kristie 
Kenney received a citation for supporting 
Philippine literature through the publication 
of an outstanding children’s book. MCC 
chair Ophelia Alcantara Dimalanta deliv- 
ered the closing remarks, 

Tnguiner columnist Recah Trinidad’s 
“Pacific Storm: Dispatches on 
Pacquiao of the Philippines,” 
co-published by Anvil and In- 
quim Books, won Best 
Sports Book, while fellow 
columnist, Ma. Ceres P. Doyo 
was a co-editor of "Daughters 
"True: 100 Years of Scholastican 
Education, 1906-2006" pub- 
lished by St. Scholastica’s College, which 
won Best Book on Education. 

Founded in 1981, the Manila Critics Circle 
Тас. is a nonprofit, nonstock organization of 
professional literary critics and newspaper 
columnists. Current members are: National 
Artist Virgilio S. Almario, Juaniyo Arcellana, 
Cirilo Е Bautista, Fr. Miguel A. Bernad, SJ; 
Isagani R. Cruz, Ruel S. De Vera, Ophelia Al- 
самага Dimalanta (chair), Resil B. Mojares, 
Danton R. Remoto, Soledad S. Reyes and Al- 
fred A. Yuson. 

‘The complete list of winners: 

‘Anthology: “The Manila We Knew,” edited 
by Erlinda Enriquez Panlilio, Anvil. Ar/Al- 
fonso Т. Ongpin Award for Best Book on Art: 
"Ani: The Life and Art of Hermogena Borja 
Lungay, Boholano Painter," by Marjorie Evas- 
со, University of Santo Tomas Publishing 
House; “Brushstrokes from the Heart: Art- 
Petron, The First Five Years,” by Alice G. 
Guillermo, Petron Corp. Biography/Autobi- 
ography: "Beyond the Great Wall: A Family 


Harvest of culture and design books 


total touch with the ordinary, day-to-day 
world. Lorenzo captures inner radiance, 
brings out the wistful, the playful, and the 
feminine that humanize her subjects, de- 
spite their being women of power. 

Since its launch at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines a few years ago, the “Filip- 
inas” exhibition has traveled to various 
Manila locations and overseas to the Unesco 
headquarters in Paris. Once again the pho- 
tographs are on public view in the new Fully 
Booked of Bonifacio High Street, Sept. 10- 
17. 

‘The images are now gathered in a luxuri- 
ous, handsome publication designed by Is- 
abel Roxas to be launched in a book-signing 
event with the author on Sept. 14 in Fully 
Booked High Street. 


Araneta legacy 

Оп Sept. 26, Santiago launches her book, 
“Araneta, a Love Affair with God and Coun- 
try" а daughter's account of two centuries of 
the intertwined lives of the Araneta, 
Zaragoza, Lopez and Ledesma families 

Not only does the author look into family 
history, their political and religious views, 
and economic activities, the book also offers 
intimate, nostalgic lifestyle glimpses from а 
succession of eras locked in the past that can. 
never return. 

Victoneta, the 33-room Araneta home in 
rural Mandaluyong of 1933, was the center 
of family life. In “Remembrance of Things 
Awry,” Augusto Gonzalez Ш states: "It was a 
splendid Hispano-Moresque-Mediterranean 
-style residence that sprawled on 17 
hectares... in the style of the grand resi- 
dences designed by Addison Mizner in Palm 
Beach [Florida]. Three prominent architects 
were employed in succession to complete 
the villa: Juan Arellano, Lerma and Andrés 
Luna de San Pedro.” 

For her favorite charity project, Victoria 
Lopez Araneta commissioned the young ar- 
chitect Pablo Antonio, now elevated to Na- 
tional Artist for Architecture, to design the 


Journal,” by Mario, Alma, Maningning and 
Banaue Miclat, Anvil; “Kapitan: Geny Lopez 
and the Making of ABS-CBN," by Raul Rodri- 
go, ABS-CBN Publishing; “Myself, Else- 
where,” by Carmen Guerrero Nakpil, Nakpil 
Publishing. Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
‘Award for Best Book on Business and Eco- 
nomics: “Coconut: The Philippines’ Money 
Tree,” by Renato M. Labadan, RM Labadan 
and Associates and University Research and 
Resource Development; Children’s Litera- 
ture: “Bad Kings,” by Gilda Cordero Fernan- 
do, Anvil; “The Cat Painter,” by Becky Bravo, 
‘Adama House. Cookbooks and Food: “The 
Governor-General's Kitchen: Philippine Culi- 
nary Vignettes and Period Recipes, 1521- 
1935,” by Felice Prudente Sta. Maria, Anvil; 
“Potluck, Hidalgo Bonding: A 

Family Heritage Cook- 
book,” edited by Jaime C. 
Laya and Adelaida Lim, 
Anvil. Drama: “Mga Pre- 
myadong Оша” by Lito 
Casaje, Бе La Salle University 
5 Press. Editing: “Great Scott!: 
The New Day William Henry 

Scott Reader,” edited by Bezalie Bautista Uc- 
Kung, New Day. Education: “Daughters 
True: 100 Years of Scholastican Education, 
1906-2006," edited by Neni Sta. Romana- 
Cruz, Paulynn Paredes Sicam, Karina Africa 
Bolasco, and Ma. Ceres Р Doyo, St. Scholasti- 
саз College. Essay: “Science Solitaire: Essays 
оп Science, Nature, and Becoming Human,” 
by Maria Isabel Garcia, Ateneo de Manila 
University Press. Fiction: Novel/Juan C. 
Laya Award for Best Novel in a Philippine 
Language: “(H)istoryador(a),” by Victor Em- 
manuel Carmelo D. Nadera Jr., University of 
the Philippines Press; "Ang Sandali ng mga 
Mata," by Alvin B. Yapan, ADMU Press. Ate- 
neode Manila University Press. Fiction: Nov- 
el/Juan С. Laya Award for Best Novel in a 
Foreign Language: “Banyaga: A Song of 
War” by Charlson Ong, Anvil; “The Jupiter 
” by Katrina Tuvera, Anvil. Fiction, 
“Maligayang Pagdating sa Sitio Cata- 
Mga Kuwentong Kasisindakan, Aklat 
" by Tony Perez, Anvil; “Pagluwas,” by 
Zosimo Quibilan Је, UP Press. Film: "Post- 


White Cross Preventorium in bucolic San 
Juan, as а fresh-air retreat for recuperating 
tuberculosis patients. 

Antonio's powerfully innovative Art Deco 
design builds around a central cruciform fa- 
саде motif, a large-scale white cross. An ele- 
gant, fluid frieze by Francesco Monti, a high- 
ју talented Italian expatriate sculptor, soft- 
ens the rigidity of the sharp, linear facade. 

‘Now jointly designated by the CCP and 
the United Architects of the Philippines as 
one of the important landmarks of Philip- 
pine architecture, the White Cross building 
has survived through the years and, since 
penicillin has rendered preventoria obso- 
есе, continues to be used today as an or- 
phanage. 

Santiago launches her book on Sept. 26 at 
the White Cross. All sales proceeds are do- 
nated to White Cross. 


Total home 

Perez, a pioneer female landscape archi- 
tect in the Philippines, synthesizes over 20 
years of private professional practice in her 
first book, "Ноте, Haven, Heaven." 

Although a landscape architect, she 
writes about the total home environment 
rather than only gardens that, as she be- 
lieves, form the totality of the home. 

Her book “is not a collection of architec- 


modern Filming of Literature: Sources, Con- 
texts and Adaptations,” by Joyce L. Arriola, 
UST Publishing House. Cultural Studies: 
“Kasaysayan at Pag-unlad ng Dulaang Pam- 
bata sa Pilipinas,” by Arthur Р Casanova, 
UST Publishing House; “Treading Through: 
45 Years of Philippine Dance,” by Basilio Es- 
teban S. Villaruz, University of the Philip- 
pines Press and Philippine Folklife Museum 
Foundation. Poetry: "Apokripos," by Jerry B. 
Gracio, UP Press; “Gagamba sa Uhay: 
Kalipunan ng mga Haiku, by Rogelio G. 
Mangahas, C&E Publishing. Sciences: "A 
Guide to Families of Common Flowering 
Plants in the Philippines,” by Irma Remo Cas- 
tro, UP Press; "Introduction to Complemen- 
tary and Alternative Medicine (C.A.M.)," by 
Victoriano Y. Lim, UST Publishing House. So- 
cial Sciences: “Adios, Patria Adorada: The 
Filipino as Пизтадо, the Ilustrado as Fi 
ipino," by Alfredo Roces, DLSU Press. Sports: 
"Pacific Storm: Dispatches on Pacquiao of 
the Philippines" by Recah Trinidad, 
Anvil/INqumer Books. Theology and Reli- 
gion: "God Was Not in the Wind: Ап Evolu- 
tionary Understanding of Popular Religion in 
the Philippines," by Jimmy A. Belita, СМ 
‘Adamson University Press. Translation: “The 
Colonial Odyssey of Leyte, 1521-1914,” by 
Manuel Artigas y Cuerva, translated by 
Rolando О. Borrinaga and Cantius J. Kobak, 
New Day; "Gagamba sa Uhay: Kalipunan ng 
mga Haiku,” by Rogelio С. Mangahas, trans- 
lated by Marne L. Kilates, C&E Publishing. 
Best Design: "The GovernorGenerals 
Kitchen: Philippine Culinary Vignettes and 
Period Recipes, 1521-1935," by Felice Pru- 
dente Sta. Maria, designed by Guillermo 
Ramos, Anvil. Citations: “Sawikaan: Mga 
Salita ng Taon,” 2004-2006, University of 
the Philippines Press, Ayala Foundation—for 
children's books on paintings: Juan Luna: 
Patriot and Painter,” by Carla C. Pacis; “The 
Boy Who Lost a Father and Found the Sun: 
‘The Life of Maestro Fernando Amorsolo,” by 
Rene Villanueva; “Fernando Zobel: The Man 
Who Painted Ideas,” by Maria Elena Paterno; 
Sy Yinchow, for a lifetime of translating 
Philippine literature into Chinese. Publisher 
ofthe Year: Anvil Publishing, Inc. 


From page EI 


tural masterpieces, it provides the home- 
owner with tools for dialoguing with design- 
ers... helpful for those in various stages of 
homebuilding...” and definitely helpful for 
those who prefer to do their homes them- 
selves. 

It is a book that encourages homemakers 
to remain “in control, pointing out the com- 
mon pitfalls that stand in the way of making 
a house a home, encouraging that people 
feel ‘at home’ in their own dwellings” rather 
than living by the dictates of a designer. 

Perez takes us on а journey that avoids 
"starchitect"-designed showpiece homes. If 
some houses she visits are professionally de- 
signed, she chooses examples where owner 
personality directs designer directions. 

She leads us through very private, lived-in 
homes, opened to public eyes for the first 
time, chosen for the book because they pro- 
vide nurturing spaces for the owners and 
their children to lead their lives in the man- 
ner that suits them best. 

Rich visuals photographed by Bo Gancay- 
со illuminate each of the three chapters, 
“From House to Home,” “From Home to 
Haven,” and “From Haven to Heaven.” Gan- 
cayco's sumptuous images bring home 
Perez's lesson that personal comfort is really 
what living is all about. 

"Filipinas" is available in Fully Booked 
High Street. For information on "Araneta, а 
Love Affair with God and Country" e-mail 
wech@i-next.net or call White Cross at 
7242145. Information on "Home, Haven, 
Heaven” will be published in this column 
later. 

Heri 

Outstanding photographs of modern 
Philippine cultural venues by Paulo Al- 
cazaren are exhibited ший Sept. 29 in 
Yuchengco Museum, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Av- 
enue, Makati. 


E-mail that 
pride place@gmail.com 


author at 


study carefully the cost of the project 
as finding good translators would not 
be easy. They would also have to be 
compensated well for their efforts. 

"It may cost a lot [to have the maga- 
zine translated]," he said. 

Didier agreed that logistics would be 
а critical factor. He said, in Bel 
despite its small population, the jour- 
nal was published in both Dutch and 
French because both languages had vi- 


He said in the short term a transla- 
tion would not be feasible. However, 
“if there is a strong desire for a Filipino 
translation, we will consider it [but we 
have to take into account] financial vi- 


The annual cover price for Catholic 
Digest, which has just released its 


2007 Palanca Awards. 


clude: 
Filipino Division 


("Katay") 


ocentes") 


(Sosy, At 
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Coroza 
Tatay) 


ng Laba” 


MULTI-AWARDED PLAY- 


Filipino full-length play entry, 
"Tres Ataques de Corazon,” in the 


The list of winners for this 
year's Palanca Awards, half of 
which are first-time winners, in- 


Dulaang Pampelikula: First 
prize, Miguel G. Alcarazen ("Pris- 
опег Alpha"); second prize, Mar- 
lon G. Manuel ("Kolono"); third 
prize, Renei Patricia E. Dimla 


Dulaang Сапар ang Haba: 
First prize, Nicolas B. Pichay 
("ires Ataques de Corazon”), 
second prize, Edward Р. Perez 
("Apuntador"); third prize, Rodol- 
fo C. Vera ("Ang Mga Huwad”) 
Dulaang may Isang Yugto: 
First prize, Christopher D. Mar- 
tinez ("Our Lady of Arlegui"); 
second prize, José Dennis С. 
Teodosio ("Baka Sakali"); third 
prize, Lateya P. Bucuy ("Ellas In- 


Sanaysay: First prize, Annalyn 


Kabataan Sanaysay: First 
prize, Anna Larisa Victoria U. Ve- 
ga ("Ang Huling Ngiti ng 
Pagkalinga"); second prize, Mary 
Anne Jelli E. Gaza ("Isang Siglo, 
Isang Dekada't Isang Taon"); 
third prize, Kathleen Teresa М. 
Ramos ("Tatawa Na Yan") 

Tula: First prize, Carlos M. Pio- 
cos IIl (“Corpus”); second prize, 
Rebecca T. Afionuevo ("Paglin- 
gon sa Pag-Asa at Iba Pang Tu- 
a"); third prize, Renato L. Santos 


Maikling Kuwentong Pam- 
bata: First prize, Sheila Gonzales- 
de la Cuesta ("Junior"); second 
prize, Joachim Emilio B. Antonio 
("Ang Ampalaya sa Pinggan пі 
ird prize, Michael M. 
imbisibol Man ang 


Maikling Kuwento: First prize, 
Allan Albert N. Derain ("Paputian 
second prize, Jerome 
В. Gomez (“Desperately, Su- 
san’); third prize, Dana Batnag 
("D Bampyr Chronicles... O 


First prize, Merlie M. Alunan 
("Pamato”); second prize, Ferdi- 
nand L. Balino ("Absent, 
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A-Z Direct Marketing Inc. is at 723 7: 


Sgt. Bumatay St, Plainview, Ма 


daluyong City; customer service 
5337075, fax 5332399, e-mail 
friends@azdirect.com.ph. 


third prize, Noel P. Tu 


wright and poet Nicholas В. топ ("Kundat sa Unang Gugma") 
Pichay has been elevated to the. Maikling Kuwento-Hill- 

Palanca Hall of Fame after win- даупоп: First prize, Peter Solis 

ning his fifth first prize with his Nery (“Candido”); second prize, | = 


Felino Salem Garcia Jr. ("Sa Hin- 
gapusan”); third prize, no winner 
Maikling Kuwento-Iluko: 
First prize, Noli S. Dumlao 
('Dadapilan"); second prize, 
Bernardo D. Tabbada ("Ti Dana- 
pidip nga Addang ni Manong 
Rod”); third prize, Aurelio S. Ag- 
саой ("Alimpapatok iti Panawen 
ti Ariangga") 
English Division 5 
Full-Length Play: First prize, 
Jorshinelle Taleon-Sonza 
("Pure"); second prize, Glenn 
Sevilla Mas ("Games People 
Play’); third prize, Cynthia Lape- 
па-дтайог ("The Piano") 
One-Act Play: First prize, Deb- 
bie Ann Tan ("Time Waits"); sec- 
ond prize, Joshua L. Lim So 
("Portraits"); third prize, Allan 
Lopez ("Battery Park") 
Poetry: First prize, Mikael de 
Lara Co ("Hands fora Fistful of 
Sand"); second prize, Jose Ed- 
mundo Ocampo Reyes ("Imagi- 
nary Numbers"); third prize, Di- 
пап Roma-Sinaturi ("Сеодга- is 


1L. Leyesa ("Bahay-Bahayan"); phies of Light”) 

second prize, Ма. Jovita E. Zarate _ Short Story: First prize, Angelo 
("Sa Hulo't Libis ng Aking R. Lacuesta ("Flames"); second 
Bayan"); third prize, Maribel prize, Douglas James Limpe 
Bagabaldo-Frasure ("Stet") Candano ("Dreaming Valhalla"); 


third prize, Crystal Gall 
Shangkuan Koo ("Benito 
Salazar's Last Creation") 

Short Story for Children: First 
prize, Lakambini Sitoy ("The Elu- 
sive Banana Dog"); second prize, 
Dean Francis Alfar (Poor, Poor 
Luisa"); third prize, lan Fermin 
Casocot ("The Last Days of Mag- 
ic’) 

Essay: First prize, Wilfredo O. 
Pascual Jr. ("Lost in Chil 
drensvilie"j second prize, Ros- 
alinda Lejano-Massebleau ("Cul- 
ture Shocked: A Story of Recov- 
ery’); third prize, Allan J. Pas- 
trana ("The Lady's Train") 

Kabataan Essay: First prize, 
Cristina Gratia T. Tantengco ("Ни- 
mor, Faith, Bayanihan and Kayod: 
Survival Tools for the 21st Centu- 
ry Filipino"); second prize, Juan 
Emmanuel P. Batuhan ("Sterling 
Pinoy"); third prize, Hannah L. Co 
("Adaptability") 

Established in 1950 to honor 
Don Carlos Palanca Sr, the 
Palanca Awards aims to serve as 


Kwento ng Mga Тао за Bayang an incentive for Filipino writers to 
Walang Hope”) craft their outstanding literary 
Maikling Kuwento-Cebuano: serve as a repository of 


Filipino literary masterpieces; and 
to disseminate the public espe- 
cially students. 


Lascano at Astra 


RICO LASCANO'S 


Prose” is running in Galerie 
Astra (2/L, LRI Business Plaza, 
Nicanor Garcia St. [formerly 
Reposo], Bel Air IL, Makati 


Ciy. 


“As an artist, I've always 
been drawn to the visual lan- 
guage of water,” says Lascano. 

“Water brings me to a state 
of pure contemplation. Its im- 
measurable depth invokes а |, 
rich palette of emotions. Its 
moving, flowing motion cap- 
profusion 
thoughts and feelings I am ex- 


tures the 


periencing. 


“In water I find a deep and 


soulful connection. 


Tm capturing the image of a 
serene pond, a running river 
or a surging stream, there is a 
quiet language, a lyrical ritual, 
a tantalizing tale that seem to 
suddenly float in the pictorial 


` 


“LIQUID 


UE 


"LIQUID Prose" | 
of 
space of my canvas. 

"And so in liquid prose, 
give you the words of the wa- * 
ters; veiled with the merest 
whispers of brushstrokes, and 
reverently mouthed in the sen- 
sitive layering of washed 
hues.” 

The show runs until Sept. 7. 

Call 890-3988. 


Whether 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 


THE BOOK gathers essays by Е Sionil José (autographing a copy), Alfred Yuson and Vicente 
Groyon on the 400th anniversary of the publication of “Don Quixote. 


INSTITUTO Cervantes director José “Pepe” Rodriguez, José, 
Vicente Groyan and Tessie José Eme 


Seminar-workshop on creativity 
for teachers rescheduled 


"FLIGHTS OF FANCY: A CALL TO CREATIV- 
ity and the Creative Teaching of Litera- 
ture,” the two-day faculty seminar and 
workshop organized by the University of 
Santo Tomas-Center for Creative Writing 
and Studies (UST-CCWS) for literature, 
creative writing and English professors will 
push through on Sept. 19-20. 

The seminar-workshop, which will be held 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Research Center, is de- 
signed to equip professors with the working 
tools with which to appraise, analyze and cri- 
tique poems and stories; the imaginative ap- 
proach in effectively teaching these works to 
students; and a welter of reading suggestions 
that are abreast with the best of Philippine 
literature in English and Filipino. 

Meant to be interactive, the seminar- 


Kaisa marks. 20th year with ‘Tsinoy’ play 


FROM IMPOVERISHED IMMIGRANTS 
who left China to save their kin from 
famine, to а young fire volunteer who 
gave up his life to rescue a Pinoy family, 
the Tsinoy has traversed thousands of 
years in Philippine history, leaving their 
invaluable imprint on Philippine society. 

This story is depicted in an entertain- 
ing and insightful musical revue called 
“Tsinoy-Kaisa Ka!” The show is written 
and directed by renowned theater direc- 
tor Nestor Torre, whose acclaimed pro- 
ductions “Magnificat,” “Magsimula Ka,” 
“Birhen ng Caysasay” and "Pag-ibig sa 
Bayan” have been shown all over the 
country. 

А fundraiser for Kaisa Para sa Kaun- 
laran’s 20th anniversary, this theatrical 
event will be presented on Sept. 14 and 
15. Regular runs of the revue are sched- 
uled on Nov. 4 and 6 at the Kaisa-Angelo 
King Heritage Center in Intramuros. 


D T. 


CHORUS Philippines 


CHORUS PHILIPPINES, ONE OF THE 
countrys leading chamber choirs, opens 
Paco Park Presents' second season this year 
on Sept. 7,6 p.m. 

Titled "Around the World in 60 Minutes," 
the concert will feature well-loved folk and 
pop songs from Asia, Philippines, Europe 
and America as arranged by choirmaster 
Joy T. Nilo. 

The three-part program opens with 
Asian folk tunes, namely Katak Lompat and 
Singapura Medley (Malaysia); Jaya Ho (In- 
dia); Bengawan Solo (Indonesia); Loi 
Krathong (Thailand); Zan-Mei Ye-Su (Tai- 
мап). 

‘Also to be featured аге Filipino folk 


the authors. 


IT WAS A QUIXOTIC AND WILDLY VISION- 
ary and romantic evening when the Institu- 
to Cervantes, the dynamic Spanish cultural 
agency, led by its dapper Manila director, 
José “Pepe” Rodriguez, launched “If a Fil- 
ipino Writer Reads Don Quixote,” last Aug. 
30, at the World Trade Center in connection 
with the 28th Manila International Book 
Fair. 

Co-published with the University of San- 
to Tomas Publishing House, the book is a 
collection of essays by National Artist Е 
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BOOK-LOVERS have their copies signed by 


Chorus Philippines at Paco Park 


workshop offers a venue where partici 
pants can gain insight into the creative pro- 
cess of writers who are themselves teachers 
and share the challenges they face in teach- 
ing literature. 

Тед by UST-CCWS director Ophelia Al- 
cantara-Dimalanta and senior associate 
Cirilo Bautista, speakers include literature 
professor Mike Coroza, and CCWS junior 
associates and writers Manolito Sulit, Eros 
Atalia and Carlomar Arcangel Daoana. An 
awarding of certificate will cap the event. 

Seminar fee is P2,000 for early birds, 
which already covers meals and kits. Walk- 
in participants will be charged P2,500. 
Limited slots only. Deadline for reserving a 
slot is Sept. 15. Call 4061611 loc. 8281 or 
e-mail the_seachild@yahoo.com. 


Original songs written and composed 
by Torre, Rito Asilo, Noelani Torre and 
June Mutillo are sung by a gifted cast of 
Tsinoy performers: Sherwin Siozon, 
Daphne Chiu, Helen Lim Benoza, Eva 
Marie Poon, Paul Kelvin Ong, Lizabeth 
Valerie Yap, Lorraine Teng, Edwin Tan 
and Ang Chak Chi. 

Production design is by Leo Rialp and 
lights are by Martin Esteva. Cameo ap- 
pearances will be made by leading Tsi- 
noy personalities, to further underscore 
the Chinese-Filipino community's deep 
involvement in Kaisa's projects. 

This 20th-anniversary show will raise 
funds for the Heritage Center, which 
houses the Bahay Tsinoy museum. 

Call 5276083, 5266796 or 4820512 or 
email kaisa@philonlinecom ог | 
kaisadotph@yahoo.com. The Kaisa-Ange- 

Jo King Heritage Center is at 32 Anda cor- 
ner Cabildo Sis., Intramuros, Manila. 


tunes such as Chua-ay (Ifugao); Malinac 
Lay Labi (Pangasinan); Turog Na Nonoy 
Ko (Bicol), Bannatiran (Ilocos); Rosas Pan- 
dan (Cebu). 

The choir will also render a capella ar- 
rangements of "The First Time I Loved For- 
ever” from “Beauty and the Beast,” Negro 
spiritual song “Soon Ah Will Be Don,” Ab- 
bes “Super Trouper” and The Beatles “I 
will” 

Founded in 2002, Chorus Philippines is 
composed of church choristers, profession- 
als and conservatory students brought to- 
gether by the passion for reviving folk and 
classical music. 

Admission to "Paco Park Presents” is free. 


Sionil José, Alfred Yuson and Vicente Groy- 
on, on the novel by Miguel de Cervantes. 

The essays were originally written and 
presented in 2005 to commemorate the 
400th anniversary of the novel, which is 
universally acclaimed as the first and the 
greatest novel of ali time. 

Hispanophiles and book-lovers, young 
and old alike, flocked to the launching. 
Among them were economist, historian 
and former Central Bank official Benito 
Legarda; poet-physician Alice Sun-Cua; 


JOSE and economist-historian Benito Legarda 


Quixotic, romantic book launching _ 


and writer-executive Alma Miclat. 

‘Also there were top functionaries from 
Instituto Cervantes and UST Publishing 
House such as José Ma. Fons, Jocelyn Tul- 
Jao-Calubayan, artist Buen Calubayan, Jack 
Wigley and Inquirer Arts editor and UST 
professor Lito Zulueta, who wrote the 
book's introduction. 

“If a Filipino Writer Reads Don Quixote” is 
available in major bookstores, Call Instituto 
Cervantes at 5261482- 85; or UST Publishing 
House at 7313522, 4061611 loc. 8252, 8278. 


Call 1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
Email ph.contact@hp.com 
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45 years of the Asian Social Institute 


ASI aims 
to train 
leaders 


and policy- 
makers in the 
Philippines 
and in Asia 
to help bring 
to fruition 


By Visitacion В. de la Torre 
Contributor 


THE ASIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTE 
(ASD, now housed in a complex 
of three-story buildings in 
Leon Guinto corner Pedro Gil 
Streets in Malate, Manila, 
was founded in 1962 by a 
Dutch missionary of the Con- 
gregation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (CICM), Fr. 
Francis Senden, PhD. 

It began as а graduate school 
with two programs, sociology and eco- 
nomics, and has become one of the coun- 
try’s premier graduate schools, with 
courses in Economics, Education, Sociol- 
оу, Pastoral Sociology, and Social Work, 


the social as well as a doctorate degree in Applied 
Cosmic Anthropology, and a Bachelor's 
teachings Of degree in Social Work. 


ASI aims to train leaders and policy- 
makers in the Philippines and in Asia to 


=й је 


help bring about “in socio-religious con- 


texts the social teachings of the Church.” 
In other words, ASI basically helps to 

produce socially oriented men and 
women and institutions that 
will assist in bridging the gap 
between the rich and the 
poor, the dominant culture 
with the popular culture, the 
person with his or her envi- 
ronment. It offers a new look 
at life that favors the poor, 
the oppressed, the marginal- 
ized, 

Аз ASI president Dr Mina М. 
Ramirez emphasizes, “The main prob- 
lems plaguing our society—monetary 
poverty, violence and degradation of the 
environment—victimize especially the 
basic sectors, the fisherfolk, farmers, i 
digenous groups, urban communities 
children, youth and women. They have 
led to what I believe is the fragmentation 
of body, mind and spirit, causing deep di- 


vides in society—economic, cultural, so- 
cial, intergenerational, digital, and eco- 
logical. All sciences—physical, human, 
social and metaphysical—should get inte- 
grated to promote the fullness of life for 
ай” 

То many people who know ASI, it is 
more than a school. It is a movement, а 
‘world view, a community of faith. Its main 
objective is to train social development 
managers and encourage the self-empow- 
erment of grassroots leaders and commu- 
nities. Through this process, ASI has giv- 
en birth to social development organiza- 
tions such as Senden Home, one of Mani- 
la's first halfway houses for street chil- 
dren; Social Action for Rural and Urban 
Development Inc., a marketing arm, lo- 
cally and abroad, for 52 handicraft pro- 
duction units; Calariz (Cavite, Laguna, 
Rizal Fisherfolk); Lakas ng Pagkakaisa 
(United Organization of Marginalized Ur- 
ban Dwellers); and Center for Small En- 
trepreneurs. 


Sept. 2 


Sept. 8 


Sept. 9 


Sept. 16 


Sept. 21 


Let’s celebrate t 


| PODIUM 
w 
p " E 
BLOGS 
каатына your place | your pace 
Jose Mari Chan " Spm Events at The Lounge 
*Love Letters and other Souvenirs” 
The legend gives life to his old у 
io DG singe Aid Oye Н Sept.9 Grandparents’ Day Celebration 3pm onwards 
to warm hearts and inspire once again. Share your moments with GrandPa 
Bol ead re and GrandMa. Free instant 
of The U.P. Manila Chorale picture and developing with 
А brillant and internationally-acclaimed magrela frame card. 
youth choir serenades with their 
ei Vintage Nights with Joe Nicholas" 4pm-7pm 
Enervon Power Of The Mind whole day 4 plece Band 
А very special treat to Grandparents affair 
i Baie estas cae eio Sept.21 Briliant and Heartwarming Moments Spm 
Sall Back To The Good ОР Times 5pm with Jose Mari Chan 
A relaxing rendition of the classics 
хамт сова Sept. 22 Spectacular Broadway Classics врт 
Martin Nievera Live at The Block Spm with DLSU Pops Orchestra 
A voice of power waiting to capture 
our hearts once again 


heir day 


with such grandness this Se pt. 9 


ако | 
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Doctoral 


program 

ASI has de- 
veloped a doc- 
toral program, 
known as Applied 
Cosmic Anthropology, 
based on Senden's philosophy of part-and- 
whole integration. 

Dr. Epitacio S. Palispis, now vice presi- 
dentof Trinity University of Asia, says, "The 
influence of the Applied Cosmic Anthropol- 
ogy Program in me has led me to think be- 
yond the conventional, beyond the tangi- 
bles, and has made me reflect on the need: 
for an integrated whole. The interconnect- 
edness of beings to other beings, to the rest. 
of creation, and to the universe has always 
reminded me to be holistic in terms of plan- 
ning and decision-making.” 

Another graduate, Dr. Ronel de Ја Cruz, 
program director of the General Education 
Department of St. Paul University, Quezon - 
City, says, “The course itself is both a jour- 
ney and a shift to a deeper understanding 
of human existence, a recognition of one's 
interconnectedness, and a creation of con- 
ditions for transformation and sustainable 
development. It upholds the principles of a 
sustainable future which includes the quali- 
ty of life, justice and equality, participation 
and partnership, care for the environment, 
and thought for the future.” 

For those who like to catch its spirit of 
faith and solidarity, ASI offers several flag- 
ship seminars. Among these are the Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation Workshops, 
the Project Planning and Development 
Seminars, Training for Community Exter 

sion, Principles, Methods and Application 
in Research, Paralegal Seminars, etc. 

Visit wwwasinet-online.org. 


Ateneo 
community 
service awards 
handed out 


ATENEO DE MANILA UNIVERSITY 
gave out community service and excel- 
Тепсе awards recently. 

The awardees were Fr. Edward Mal- 
опе, MM, for the Bukas Palad Award in 
Memory of Fr. Manuel Реуросћ, SJ; 
doctors José M. Tiongco and Charles L. 
Cheng, for the Ozanam Award; public 
school principal Benjamin G. Caling, 
for the Government Service Award; 
Kaisa Para sa Kaunlaran Inc. (Kaisa), 
for the Parangal Lingkod Sambayanan; 
and the Philippine Educational The- 
ater Association (Peta), for the Gawad 
Tanglaw ng Lahi. 

Father Malone was recognized for 
his significant contributions to the de- 
velopment of the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conference since its inception 
in 1972. 

Kaisa was recognized for its initia- 
tives in nation-building and in bridg- 
ing Chinese-Filipinos with other com- 
munities to enable their meaningful 
participation in social development, | 
cultural and educational activities. | 

Peta was recognized for its vision of. | 
using theater as a powerful tool for so- 
cial change and development. 

Tiongco was recognized for his 21 
years of advocacy for cooperative 
health systems to better deliver health 
services to the poor. 

Cheng was recognized for his com- | 
mitment and dedication in serving the | 
poor people of the Cordilleras. 

Caling was recognized for his zeal 
for the improvement of public educa- | 
Чоп. | 


AT THE ATENEO de Manila University 
Awards: Ma. Isabel Legarda, Peta. | 
artistic director; Archbishop Orlando 
Quevedo, who received the award on _ | 
behalf of Father Malone; Benjamin 

Caling 


FR. BIENVENIDO Е Nebres, Ateneo 
president; Dr. Charles Cheng, Dr. José 
Tiongco, and Eleonor Tsumura of Kaisa 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


HERES BEEN 
persistent talk 
that "Philippine 


{ Idol” is moving from 
ABC 5 to GMA 7 for its 
second season. 

“We've heard that," 
confirmed Perci Intalan, 
АВС5 head of creative and 
entertainment production. 
“But last week, we were 
still discussing with Fre- 
mantleMedia (“Idol” fran- 
chise holder) ... about pro- 
ducing not only ‘Philippine 
Idol,” but also ‘Asian Idol.” 
“Philippine Idol” winner 
Mau Marcelo is set to com- 
pete with other country 


{ ; champs in "Asian Idol,” set 


in Indonesia this Novem- 
ber. 

Noel Ferrer, manager of 
Idol" host Ryan Agonci 
lo, told Inquirer Enter- 

tainment that his tant 
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was committed to do ABC 5's 
"Asian Idol”  special—which 
would feature the preparation of 
Marcelo for the regional contest. 
According to Intalan, ABC 5 is 
all set to continue the local 
“Idol.” However, he admitted 
that it was not entirely “incon- 
ceivable” for GMA 7 to be in 
talks with Fremantle because it's 
producing the local version of 
‘Celebrity Duets’ and is airing 
‘Are You Smarter Than a Sth 
Grader?’ [on sister station QTV]. 
Both are Fox shows. I wouldn't 
be surprised if other networks 
would be interested, ‘Idol’ gen- 
erated a lot of buzz for ABC 5." 


Option no guarantee 

Although ABC 5 has the "op- 
tion,” it's not "assured" of a sec- 
ond season, said another source. 

A GMA 7 insider confirmed, 
“The network is in the process of 
short-listing celebrity judges for 
dol.” 

However, according to the 
source, host Ryan Agoncillo and 


ntertainment@inguirer.com.ph 


RYAN САҮАВҮАВ косалотом 


main judge Ryan Cayabyab are 
both still attached to the show. 
Sought for comment, Ryan 
Cayabyab insisted, “[1 am not] part 
of the ‘Idol’ package; I'm just a 
hired talent. The producers are free 
to get whoever they want [їп my 


GMAIFS 


Website: wwwinquirernet/entertalnment. 


RASPBERRY 
BLACK CURRANT 


سج 
FRAPPUCCIND* BLENDED JUICE DRINK‏ 


А NEW COUECTION FROM 


YOUR FAVORITE BAKESHOP. 
FOUR DESIGNS PER PACK. 


E в 
Apply now for a Go! MasterCard, shop, and fly 
to the most exciting Philippine destinations for free! 
‘Startygut travel adventures by applying for a Gol MasterCard. Al approved applicants wl get a х 
FREE ocal roundtrip fare just by spending Р20,000 within tree months of card approval As a bonus use your card 
regula to accumulate pots which you can use to conver to more free fights from Cebu Palic 


So apply now and get going with Gol MasterCard 


Call 898-7088 now! 


Novellino, a romantic wine experience like по other. — ! Novellino 


Fal in love with its lusciously sweet character and its delightful finish 
— soft, smooth and refreshing, Without the bitter taste 


One sip. falling in love has never tasted this good. 


Vel tenetis Lets The Dogs 


Experience puppy frenzy while shopping for Pinoy's Best at Tiendesitas! 
Every P1,000 you spend gives you a chance to take home a Shih-Tzu or a toy dog. 
Fetch your shopping bags ‘coz you might just be one 
of the two lucky monthly winners! 


Pinoy's Best Everyday! 
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Soft spot for Hillary Clinton 
DEAUVILLE, FRANCE—Actor Michael Douglas said on Thursday he would be “very 
happy” if Hillary Clinton became the next US president. "I would like my president to 
have pillow talks with (her husband and ex-president) Bill Clinton,” he said. АЕР 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


A Blockbuster Gift for all Season 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
Treat your family and friends to a thriling movie experience 
‘only at the shang. 
Cinema Treats- for Cinemas 1. 2. 3, and 4 
Premiere Rewards. for Ihe Premiere Theatre 
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show's second sea- 


Cayabyab reiterat- REE A 
ed, “Wherever the 
‘Idol show is aired, 


І hope that it will 


j emen ese 


mote Filipino tal- 
ent. I'm all for any- 
thing that helps the 


THE GIFT OF 


ZUNIC 
EFFORTLESS SLIMMING 


Another network 


tions can be safely forgotten 
sim, curvaceous figure 
or a long wait 


Crash diets, pills, surgery, and inject 
~ new slimming techniques can give you that 
you've long dreamed of without pain 


that GMA 7 was 


КОЛ IN MALAYSIA, BRUNEI AND SINGAPORE 


Rio Eleni Khatijah Tan 


with Fremantle. 
“Talks are ongo- 

ing. Nothing is final 

yet,” said the insid- 


“What we've done is to bring in the latest technology from overseas, Intan Ladyana 
lems associated with obesity and overeating,” 
Managing Director of the state-of-the-art 
Zunic. “We help people lose weight so 
if they want to, whether they wish 


and apply it to the probl 
says Roxanne Sarthou, 
slimming centers known 25. 
that they can begin exercising й 


‘GMA 7 is report- to modify their eating habits or not." 


Zuric's Slimming and Body Sculpting Method melts away unsightly 
diet, pills or exercise. Weight loss is | 
‘and pain associated with | 


body fat without surgery, 
conducted without the sweating, anxiety, 
traditional methods. 


A client stretches out comfortably on a plush treatment couch, and 
fat is literally melted away using the latest technology such as light 
therapy, lasers, and radio frequency to non-invasively 
the skin and dissolve stubborn fat deposits. The results are сюзе 
to instantaneous. Visible results are evident in the course of а single 
treatment, and can be seen in as little as 45 minutes. Up to 24 
hours after treatment, at is excreted through normal body functions, 
with no side effects whatsoever. 


What is certain, 


GMA 7 will do the 


“Are You Smarter,” 
with Janno Gibbs 
as host, the net- 
work insider said. 
In the end, ac- 
cording to sources 
both from ABC 5 
and GMA 7, the fate 
of “Philippine Idol” 
rests on ABC 5 big 
boss Tony Boy Co- 
juangco and Fre- 


To give its clients the best possible саге, Zunic maintains a full 
complement of trained personnel. Pre-treatment medical checks 
are performed by fully trained Program Consultants side-by-side 


I treatments are conducted by highly | 


with licensed physicians, and ай 
qualified medical staff. 


Best of all, Zunic provides results with a minimum of time and effort. 
Zunic clients can waltz right out o 
their lives without a pause! 

Join us in celebrating our 1st anniversary. 
Visit us to get fabulous gifts and discounts. 


f their treatments and back into | 
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"Whether or not 
the show will con- 
tinue on ABC 5 is 
entirely up to him 


OPEN FROM MONDAY TO SUNDAY ВАМ-ВРМ 
МАКАТ: 752-0600 or 752-0601 


Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia, 7912 Makati Avenue, Макай City 


Quezon CITY: 374-0600 or 374-0800 


VARNING власти 
ш 


Filinvest 


(ania азл wT 
le = |: 
Зза musa 


За we BOURNE vLTMATUM 
daa emen 
5mm» — usns 
LONE 
Tem menasan 
[d 
МШ эшш 


NE C 


| Blue we ve 


cey yc art 
proe] 
la  atovestont 
imm нули неона 
ims тнемитон 
1mm мат вон. 


Е 
SUPER CINERAMA 


"tans Cinerama Complen Recto 
"ursi 


losscioseD n RNOVTON 
1 close ron newovenon 
3 cuoseo ron newovanon 
4 rks weno 
5 Tue manon 


se аи he ew enon 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
ican 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mal 


(ДД 


d 
de | мполазелона | n THE BOURNE uiri 
х 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
[d 


Н 
As тнезоояне илнин 


A 
stir 


ла аза 
1 “шкимшшвш 
2 somme 
3 nm 
4 somos 


said the source. 


Ground Floor, New Grange Building, 32 Timog Avenue, Quezon City 


[TEE 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
ТО CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


PHILIPPINE рз INQUIRER 
A 


seabed 


3 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2007 
E-mail: entertainment(Ginquirer.com.ph. 


Textus your feedback: 
Inquirer тато тутана 
101207 (Globe) or 283 (Smar) 


Text and Photos by Jude Thaddeus 
Bautista, Contributor 


THE MALAYSIANS WERE SCARED OF 
whoever would win in the Philippine fi- 
nals,” Kjwan lead singer Marc Abaya told 
screaming fans recently at Capone's Bar 
in Makati, where the celebration for the 
band's triumph at the Asean Ikon grand 
finals was in full swing. 

“To be honest with you,” Abaya went 
on, “any one of the Ikon finalist bands 
here could've kicked ass and won in 
Kuala Lumpur. Our country is home to 
the best musicians in the world!” 

Kjwan had gone through a tense mo- 
ment against Kala and True Faith at the 
Philippine finals. Guest judge Jose Mari 
Chan had considered True Faith as "more 
melodious than the other bands. 

But Carlos Sison, former True Faith 
guitarist who now plays with Francis Ma- 
galona, described Kjwan's music, thus: 


Distinct appeal 

“1f you listen closely, it has a strong 
funk influence. What people don't real- 
ize is that this music is representative of 
how rock is currently evolving. They've 
been around for four years and they real- 
ly deserve it. Pm proud of Kjwan." 

Asean Ikon is a contest for professional 

singers and bands whose talents deserve 
wider exposure in the Southeast Asian 
Region. 
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines fielded contestants, who were re- 
quired to perform original songs written 
for, or by, them. 

Vina Morales won in the singers cate- 
gory while Kjwan was adjudged the best 
in the bands division. Both took home 
$25,000 in cash prizes. 


Cool funk metal 

‘The Malaysian band OAG was a heavy 
favorite while the Indonesian group Tah- 
ta had its own set of fans in Malaysia. But 
it was Kjwan's cool brand of funk metal 
and distinct appeal that clinched the ti- 
tle. 
What made the grand finals different 
from all qualifying rounds was that the 
winner would be determined solely by a 
panel of judges. (In the elimination 
rounds, a certain percentage was allot- 


KJWAN at the victory party. 


Kjwan on Ikon win: They were scared of us 


MARCABAYA 


Marc Abaya: Апу of the Pinoy finalists could've kicked ass in 
Kuala Lumpur. Our country is home to the best musicians’ 


ted for text voting.) 

Each country was represented by one 
judge: Mac Chew (Malaysia), Hedi Koes 
Enday (Indonesia) and Eugene Villaluz 
(Philippines), plus Iskandar Mizra Is- 
mael (Singapore). 

On finals night, Kjwan, whose mem- 
bers all wore black silk suits, performed 
“Invitation,” a track from its second al- 
bum “Two Step Marv.” 

Vina Morales’ first song was “Pangako 
Sa "Yo." Her heartfelt rendition conveyed 
an emotion that broke the language bar- 
rier. 

In a cell phone interview, Vina's male 
Indonesian competitor, Judika, said, “I 
didn’t know what the words meant but I 
felt it was about love. Vina has a beauti- 
ful face and an incredible voice. I really 
want to collaborate with her soon.” 

Yet Vina had one more ace up her 
sleeve—her own dance tune, “Feels So 


Nice." She pulled off one impossible 
dance move after another. 

Her G-Force dancer lifted her off the 
ground and then spun her around with 
her arms raised as if she was flying. And 
then the other partner handed her the 
mic just in time for her to belt out high 
notes, without her voice faltering. 

At that point, the Malay crowd had 
given her a standing ovation. 


Goose bumps 

Kjwan drummer J-hoon Balbuena 
said, “The whole crowd got goose bumps 
when they found themselves singing 
along to “Pangako Sa 'Yo." Abaya added, 
“Vina won their hearts. She was amaz- 
ing” 

Balbuena added, “I think the judges 
proved they weren't biased by thinking 
of the kind of music that's reflective of 
Asia, They judged regardless of genre | 
and race. OAG is a great band whose 
songwriters had a peculiar sense of hu- 
mor. But we're also quite different. Hope- 
fully, we've reached a wider audience.” 

Ikon Philippines Artists Management 
Director Twinky Lagdameo described the 
friendships and camaraderie that devel- 
oped between the performers from each 
country. 


Sincere, professional 

“Everybody was so supportive and 
professional. You could see that they 
were all sincere. Some of them want to 
collaborate with each other. And there's 
so much great music out there that we 
don’t know about," Lagdameo said. 

Kjwan bassist Kelley Mangahas 
echoed Twinkys sentiments. "We are 
humbled by the experience. OAG's mem 
bers are really nice guys. They're very re. 
spectful. We've even made friends with 
them.” 

Lagdameo explained that the goal of | 
Ikon was achieved. She said, "As people 
and as artists, all the talents were in top. 
form. The winning part is good for the 
Philippines. My choices and musical in- 
stincts were validated by other people in 
the region. We proved that with the right. 
opportunity we really can make it." 

Fans who missed the grand finals, the 
Philippine finals and the semis may log 
on to Pulse ph. 


THE ACTRESS, here shown in Venice, is suspected of being anorexic. rers 


VENICE—BRITISH ACTRESS 


Focus on films, not 
my figure, says Keira 


Keira Knightley has had enough 
of media's fixation with her 
looks and figure, and urged peo- 
ple to focus on her films instead. 
Promoting her latest movie, 
“Atonement,” the 22-year-old 
star of the hit “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” franchise fielded 
queries about her curves during 
а news conference here. 
“Ies really frustrating, partic- 
ularly when you have an intelli- 
gent film,” she told Reuters. “It's 
a thought-provoking film you 
can have a really good discus- 
sion about.” 
She added: "Its just a shame 
that it had to be brought up 
we all knew it was [coming],” 
she added, referring to the cast 
and crew of “Atonement” with 
her at the conference. 


"We actually had a bet going. 
І was like ‘Come on, how many 
times [is] anorexia or some- 
thing about my body, going to 
come up?” 

Knightley is the subject of 
constant tabloid press coverage 
of whether she is anorexic, 
what example she sets girls and 
young women and who she is 
linked with romantically. 

“1 think what I want to keep it 
about is the work, that's all I'm 
interested in,” she insisted. 

Nominated for an Oscar in 
the 2005 film “Pride and Preju- 
dice,” the actress said she was 
her own worst critic. 

“If you really wi 
my part to piece: 
absolutely can and I don’t want 
to get to а day when I can't.” 

Reuters 


Fall Out Boy plays Sept. 21 at the Big Dome 


FALL OUT BOY (FOB), AN AMERICAN ROCK 
band from Illinois whose current album has 
gone straight to the top of the charts, per- 
forms on Sept. 21 at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Formed in 2001, FOB is composed of 
Patrick Stump (lead vocals, rhythm guitar 
and primary composer), Pete Wentz (bass 
guitar, backup vocals and lyricist), Joe 
Trohman (lead guitar) and Andy Hurley 
(drums). 

Influenced by such bands as Green Day, 
the Descendents and the Smiths, FOB has 
won several awards for its debut album, 
“From Under the Cork Tree” (MCA Music). 
Released in 2005, the album went double 
platinum, selling more than 25 million 
copies in the US alone. 

In February 2007, the band released “In- 
finity on High” to major chart success, reach- 
ing no. 1 on the Billboard 200 and selling 
260,000 copies on its first week. The lead 
single, “This Ain't a Scene, Its an Arms 
Race," was no. 1 on the Pop 100 and 
no. 2 on the Billboard Hot 100. 


SHow 


FALLOUTBOY 


ber” This led to the recording of its major la- 
bel debut, “The Beautiful Letdown” (Sony 
BMG), which was released in 2003 and sold 
over 2.6 million copies, featuring the hits 
“Meant to Live” and "Dare You to Move.” 
The current members are Jon Foreman 
(vocals, guitar), Tim Foreman (bass, backing 
vocals), Chad Butler (drums), Jerom 
Fontamillas (guitar, keyboard, 
backing vocals) and Drew Shirley 


Tickets to the Araneta concert ае TE (ша) 


available at MTV online. Log on to 
wwvamtvphil.com, view your choice 

of seats and reserve your tickets 

‘Those who buy their tickets online will bring 
home an exclusive collector's edition MTV АЙ 
Things Rock t-shirt. 


Music, magic, ‘lugaw’ 

The Asian Social Institute (ASI) celebrates 
its 45th foundation anniversary with “Music, 
Magic and Lugaw” on Sept. 8 at the Makati 
Skyline, World Trade Center, Roxas Boule- 
vard, Pasay City. 

‘The event features singers Sophia Mozo 
and Enrique Marcos, street magic performers 
Leidan and Majic Sarmiento of the Story Cir- 
cle, and the Aquias String Quartet. 

ASI, founded by the late Rev. Fr. Francis 
Senden, CICM, is a graduate school of the so- 
cial sciences on Leon Guinto, Manila. 

Call 815-4938, 815-6925 or 523-3483. 


Switchfoot at Cuneta 

Switchfoot, a Grammy-nominated alterna- 
tive rock band from San Diego, California 
known for its energetic live shows, is set to 
play at the Cuneta Astrodome in Pasay City 
оп Sept. 10. 

‘The group first gained mainstream recog- 
nition after the inclusion of four of their 
songs in the 2002 movie "А Walk го Remem: 


Switchfoot, which originally was a 
surfing term, is often referred to as a 
"Christian band," due to its involve- 

ment with ће Christian rock scene in its early 

days. But the band has always shunned this 
label. 

"For us, its a faith, not a genre,” says Jon 
Foreman. “We've always been very open and 
honest about where the songs are coming 
from. For us, these songs are for everyone. 
Music has always opened my mind." 


ДАШ алы 


‘SWITCHFOOT 


Acoustic at the Park 

May Bayot and Kearney Amarillo are the 
featured artists in the “Acoustic at the Park” 
concert series for the whole month of 
September at the UCC Park Café, Glorietta 
Park, Makati. 

Bayot, also known as Acoustic Jive's lead 
vocalist, sings jazz, pop, rock, R&B, the blues 
and reggae every Wednesday. 

Amarillo covers Aretha Franklin, Gladys 
Knight, Barbra Streisand, "705 Motown, '80s 
рор hits plus’90s favorites every Saturday. 

Call 818-7442 or 818-7447. 


Bar tour 

The progressive emo-metal band Hard- 
boiledeggz, grand prize winner of the 2006 
Red Horse Muziklaban Rock Challenge, con- 
tinues its bar tour to promote its debut album 


KEARNEY AMARILLO. MAY BAYOT 
“Lunar” (Viva Records). 

‘Show dates are on Sept. 5 (Magnet Café 
Katipunan), Sept. 12 (Club Dredd Eastwood 
City) and Sept. 13 (19th East Sucat). 

Guest band is Mayonnaise plus 18 other 
groups from Baguio and Manila. 

Showtime is at 10 p.m. 


Tonight 

Family Affair at Merles Bar & Bistro, Level 
3, Greenbelt 3, Makati. 

Call 757-4720 or 757-4721. 


Tomorrow 

Aretha and the Souled Out Band at Merk's 
Bar & Bistro. 

Call 757-4720 or 757-4721. 


Sept. 5 

May Bayot at UCC Park Café. 

Merk & Friends featuring Eddie Katindig, 
Richard Merk and Judith Banal at Merk's. 
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JOEY DELEON 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“BE GOOD ROLE MODELS TO YOUR RE- 
spective audiences; concentrate on enter- 
taining them and improving your shows.” 
‘This was the “motherly advice” given on 
Saturday by Chair Marissa Laguardia of the 
Movie and Television Review and Classifi- 
cation Board to bickering ТУ noontime va 
riety show hosts Willie Re 
villame and Joey De Leon 
Laguardia initially rc 
fused to step into th 
word war occasioned b: 
amistake committed by 
Revillame on ABS 
CBN's “Wowowee” on 
Aug. 20, and which 
was construed as 
manipulation of a 
high-stakes (P2 mil- 
lion) game on the 
show. 
De Leon had sub- 


Ристо sequently made 


vague allusions to the incident оп 
GMA 7% “Eat Bulagal” which he co- 
hosts, 

But on Saturday, the MTRCB chair 
“called the attention” of Malou Choa- 
Fagar, “Eat... Bulagal” producer, after 
the board received complaints from 

viewers on the latest comments made by 
De Leon and his co-host, Vic Sotto. 
"Bumabawi na naman Казі si 
Joey (Joey's hitting back 
again)," Laguardia said of 
her decision to call Choa- 
Fagar. 

Revillame's Aug. 20 
fumble and De Leon's 
subsequent on-air rib- 
bings had culminated 

in the formers 

“breakdown” on his 

‘Aug. 29 show, during 

which he accused De 

Leon of picking on 
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Grappling with ‘Bristol,’ ‘house,’ ‘techno’ ‘trance’ and ‘electronica’ 


AL Torres and Raymond Miranda 


KNOW... 


Gandolfini 
as Vaccaro 


NEW YORK—JAMES 
Gandolfini follows up 
his role as fictitious 
mobster Tony Sopra: 
no by playing real-life 
sports scout Sonny 
Vaccaro in an HBO 
flm. 

The поме, 
“ABCD Camp,” is 
about the youth 
basketball camp es- 
tablished by Vac- 
caro, the man who 
got Michael Jordan 
to sign the first mil- 
lion-dollar ^ shoe 
deal at Nike. 


Confirmed 

НВО spokeswom- 
an Angela Tarantino 
confirmed the pro- 
Ject—first reported 
by Variety—is in de- 
velopment — with 
НВО Films. 

The _ Vaccarro 
film will not be 
Gandolfini's first 
return appearance 
on HBO after con- 
cluding his eight- 
year run on “The 
Sopranos” in June, 
He is executive pro- 
ducer of “Alive Day 
Memories: Home 
from iraq" which 
premieres Sept. 9. 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


YOU TURNED ON THE RADIO, SET THE 
РМ dial to 92.3, and your mind wandered 
off, on to different movie settings—running 
away with Scarlett Johansson in "The Is- 
land" or plotting with Tom Cruise in "Mis- 
sion Impossible." 

At times, you slid into a contemplative 
state. The next moment, you'd be having 
such a good time that it felt like you were 
driving around town in breezy weather, 
with no traffic. 

This was the aural atmosphere induced 
by the music from the station that used to 
go by the name Joey. It is now known as 
ХЕМ, and for the past four months, it has 
been experimenting with а free-form play 
list you won't hear anywhere else—except 
pethaps in dance clubs, or in parties that 
wind down at sunrise. 

Much of the music on xFM can't be called 
“songs” in the conventional sense. That's 
because many of them don't have vocals, at 
least no more than short phrases (like, for 
instance, “Let's make love tonight ...") spo: 
ken with atmospheric studio effects. 

It gets more complicated if you try to de- 
cipher what the station plug says is ХЕМ 
music. It's fairly easy to understand "chill 
out" or "downtempo"—basically, laidback 
electronic music. (In fact, “chill out" has be- 


WHEN HAIRLOSS 
GETS SERIOUS 


When your hairloss progresses to more than just 
a few hairs now and again, take it seriously. Call 
Svenson urgently for a no-cost hair and scalp analysis. 
Find out why you're losing hair and what can be done. 

There are many causes - from poor diet, stress, 
smoking (or stopping smoking) - to hormonal 
imbalance, vitamin deficiency, styling chemicals and 
hair dyes. Most are treatable - you can look forward 
to much healthier, much thicker hair. 

Thinning hair not only makes you look older, it can 
make you feel self-conscious, depressed and insecure. 
Take it seriously, call the hairloss experts now. 


come part of contemporary English; it 
means "cool down" or "relax." 

But what about "Bristol" (where "trip 
hop" and "drum ‘n’ bass" were supposedly 
born), “house,” "techno" “trance” and 
“electronica”? Strange words, especially to 
40-year-olds weaned on the Beatles and the 
Stones. 

Maybe that’s why the station's manage- 
ment recently edited out that plug, and 
concentrated on hyping its call letters over 
and over: “Thisis ... ХЕМ.” 

What it actually plays are various off- 
shoots of dance music— types that were all 
the rage abroad from the late 1980s till 
about 2002 at all-night warehouse parties 
and raves. 

In these gatherings, the DJ was king, 
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Richard, Aga, Mark: Lights, camera, reaction! , 5 


HIS PAST WEEK, SOME LUMINARIES HAVE draw after “Lupin”? Lets hope his new series ———————— iras — nr i 
| сеп attracting more than their share of atten- will be more age-appropriate. He was really too eee = је lossis still impressive. о 
мап виа те ал ee ка атк. уйш im pay hs st seke sick end жазу. VIEWFINDER Росарио E. виа wo Аг т 
into focus on our Viewfinder: Lights, Cam- master sleuth with complete believability. d Will Richard have to bide his time before fared as well. As his current 
то д а ide movies: Rithard Ew fua A HOE making another movie for GMA? That can't be movie, ‘A Love Story” shows, 

good for his big-screen career, so careful plan- Ара weight loss has made 


His loveteam-mate, Angel Locsin, has left es, ч 
Richard Gutierrez GMA-7 and GMA Films, Laine Richard in the рн ning and damage control are in order. Мот рой haggard, which iri 
Whats up for СМА-78 top young-adult male lurch. Their romantic tandem was а bankable = A Aga Muhlach f ior an lear а 
й со if X ‘The county's toprom-com male lead hasim- Pacino's younger brother. 
маштао, Ж резе everyone with his drastic weight loss. But our friends in the health 
МИНА Some people say he dropped 60 pounds, but an and beauty biz assure us that, GUTIERREZ 


j mj 
КУУ ett, МОМ ЅНОМІМО Nestor U. Torre insider intimates tacit more like 35. Whatev- with expert supervision, Aga 
bina ГЛ сап plump up his face while 


йы maintaining his buff bod. 
IT EXCLUSIVELY AT 


" 1408 8 
| алташ | Mark Gil 
“A Love Story” was a view- 
ing treat for us partly because it 
reintroduced us to Mark Gi, 
who played the supporting role 
of Maricel Sorianos exchus- 
? na band. Mark had only a few 
© Eastwood бау Walk 2, Eastwood Cty scenes in the movie, but he 
Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5) гоп City. MM ud cde Эй этш Бий >Ч 
Tone at су лем ones nd 1:40, 4:00, 6:20, 8:0, 11:00 | his insightful performance. 
Жолоо. D As we watched Mark on- MUHLACH 
ur sereen, we shed back to his 
РРА manspRay | starring role in Mike de Leon's 
687-6963 И SPRAY | Batch 817 where he was so 
А 40,828 | BINO | good that we thought he could 
make it in foreign movies, too. 
Now that he's caught view- 
ттт ет attention again in ‘A Love 
Lj 4 Ep N Story" we hope Mark gets big- 
f qu Aker lives poor to som ger and more substantial roles 


ыз 


Gateway 


Cupido 


— 7" 
P vas, 33, 635, ras, 1:00 


FRERES go 


gatewaycineplext0.com 


FFTEIZII 


Enjoy truly world-class, 
state-of-the-art movie experience 
at popular prices 


For ticket Inquiries, call 911-5555 or log on to P613 Б 
аарак — ооп oF үн а Ri a НИ 
MERGER QE TATUR „лаву UD AES жынс сат 
онаа праана" 


ү ў from here on in. Trouble is, he 
looks older than his age, no 
thanks to his receding (reced- 
ed!) hairline. We urge him to 


geta, Gite ay @млы. мызга 


LOE vem sotevaymalicomph do something about this. £i 
1 p ONLY CINEPLEX IN THE COUN Lucy Liu 9: 
мешеу Sill Qo = The new honor flm, "Rise 
Blood Hunter," stars Lucy Liu as a "dead woman walk- 


ing,” She plays an investigative reporter who uncovers a 
secret cult that attracts the young hipsters of LA. 


THE INVASION LAST LEGION 1408 
LIMES ODED 140132015301 1401950 


юшин о Мине OE | vee T 
MU, MII ШӨ е dau tos’ "Fluid," ongoing at the Fine Arts Studio Theater. 


Three couples discover true art in the midst of a pande- 
monium that looks into hypocrisy and the awakening of 
exhausted creative spirits.” Performances run weekends 
until Sept. 16. 


Feedback 


ALOVESTORY ° CHUCK & LARRY EVAN ALMIGHTY THE INVASION 
E 1077300980 200/600) 1006 23942980900. 


- Pep" T. ti S. 5 From Gerly de Castro, ТУ Advocacy Group, Alabang 
LAST LEGION 1408 THE INVASION ~ be Chapter: "In Channel 25 Margarita’ at 6:20 p.m. on 
121513051585104 TD ЕТ] 1 35 еВ | а 5 t ur b 1 a rey S ае E as dun dA E 
_ - = ^ cabaret attire with a man touching her legs, kissing het 

MY KUYAS WEDDING | A LOVE STORY Qm erm SDDS UNIONEM arms and neck, and waving money at her Scenes like 


ДЕЕ 


К Ж 


EI ESI this suggest that the soap should be taken off early 
E prime time, when there are many children viewing, and 


shown later in the evening.” 


In search of the elusive 


X factor for ХЕМ rompesi 
IN THEATERS SEPTEMBER 5 working the crowd with all sorts of records and mix- 


es that seemed better appreciated with laser lights 
ома „Соту. төше ANd the drug Ecstacy. 
MIRE PG-13, этеме D, а рогом ve "That scene died a natural death but gave birth to 
clubs that play chill out music, But then there’s sup- 
posed to be a new, revitalized rave scene abroad, al- 
though people would rather be called “clubbers” in- 
stead of ravers now, and the events they attend are 
referred to as just "parties." 

In any case, is there a local audience large enough 
for ХЕМ to attract as listener base? While it's true. 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


www. arane im.com. 


NCAA CHEERING COMPETITION ЧААР BASKETBALL GAMES 
Зедетђег5, Wednesday 2pm. ‘Sep 8 Saturday 2pm UE vs UP 4pm NU vs FEU 


WHO WILE RULE THE WORLD ON SEPT.S? 


[ вахтее peis] 


ND 


SEES 


fue БА oe ta ee was a eal ve тиле seal yenna ago 
BATTLE WINSTON | A e COURAGE 3 $ With DJs playing techno, downtempoand the whole | 
о o coo dE и И 
AND $ GAVE YOU. % fig BEFORE KING ARTHUR, айе station. The moody and atmosphere sounds 
BEASTS | ЖЕ ПЛ Ê tuere was EXCALIBUR о Бара ge: as ip he mame ny 


piece music is heard only on Wednesdays and Sun- 
days through the syndicated Ministry of Sound fran- 
chise in England. 


Pop and light jazz 

Lately, daytime programming on ХЕМ is veering 
towards a combination of pop and light jazz. 

How else to explain Michael Franks on a Sunday 
morning? Or Bruce Hornsby's "The Way It Is,” Phil 
Collins “Easy Lover" and "In the Air Tonight,” Cyndi 
Laupers "Time After Time," Ambrosia's "Biggest 
Part of Me" and Manhattan Transfers "Smile 
Again"? 

Well, Steely Dan's “Hey Nineteen” is refreshing 
after a long while, but isn’t James Ingram's “What- 
ever We Imagine” or Earth, Wind & Fire's "Fantasy" 
too, wh, stale for a new station to mess with? 

The Inguinen asked Al Torres who, as managing 
director, is responsible, along with president and 
CEO Raymund Miranda, for plotting out xFM's 
sound and direction. Torres explained that, al- 
though the crowd that’s into electronic music (and. 
Ў which ХЕМ wants to cater to) is big enough to be 

^ € called a "community," it's not wise to alienate other 

DINO DE LAURENTIL id : Fsteners who may ink the station is too elitist 
rm ‘THE PRODUCE: In the early weeks of broadcast and in initial press 
GE унеш KING interviews, ХЕМ appeared bent on having no talking 
Шил DJs—or news reports and weather updates, for that 
matter—to interrupt the music. But perhaps Torres 
should reconsider this stance, if he wants to reach. 
Do i ч out to more listeners. Besides, how does one be- 
жи: come acquainted with chill out music when nobody 

identifies the artists and song titles?. 

In the late ‘70s till about the mid-'80s, Torres did a 
great job as station manager of 99.5 RT. It bears 
watching if he can find the “x-factor” that would 
transform ХЕМ into something “extraordinary,” 
rather than the unknown mathematical variable. 
thatits first сай letter signifies. 


4 4 
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Concentrate on entertaining ... 


From page GI patch things up,” ment. “I appeal to fessionals, because 
him for no reason, Laguardia told In- them to act with they areidolized by 
"Akala mo kang QURE Entertain- maturity, to be pro- alot of Filipinos.” 


sinong malinis 


(When he’s not ex- MTRCB PPG-13 
actly clean),” Re- ы 
THE HIGHEST GROSSING STEPHEN KING FILM EVER( 


villame said. 

Which, of 
course, resulted in JOHN SAMUELI 
more pointed CUSACK 
brickbats from De CUSA JACKSON 
Leon's camp. ч > 

Laguardia met $ Checkin albe 
with Revillame on Check out dead. 
Thursday. And MS 
“when ^ emotions SOR SR, 
are no longer run- are locked 
ning high,” she said i for a reason. 
she would also 
meet with De Leon. 

Not as а govern- 
ment official, La- 
guardia stressed, 
bu as an elder. 

She earlier noted 
that irregularities 
in TV game shows, 
if апу, did not fall 
under the MTRCB's 
jurisdiction. 

“Td like them to 


Specifications» 
AMD Turion 64x2 
TL- 56 (18212) 
160 RAM 
12068 HOD. 
123" Wide 200nit 
Crystal Brite Screen 
ATI RADEGN(r) XPRESS 1150 
integrated 30 graphics, with 
‘up to 512 MB of HyperHemory"^ 
4256 MB of fired memory, up to 
256 MB of shared system memory) 
External IEEE1394 OVD Supermulti Drive 
Integrated 5-in-1 Card Reader 
Integrated Bluetooth 
Integrated L3MP Camera 
Acer Bluetooth VOIP Phona 
Carbon Fiber Casing 
Genuine Windows XP Pro 


Won Best Film in the last Cinemalaya Film Competition 
This film project Is based on the 2008 Palanca Award winning scrrenplay, "Tribu 
about the violent lives of street gang members. young urban hiphop poets in Tondo, as 
‘seen from the eyes of a 10 year old boy. The Proponent, a broadcast journalist, poet, 
writer and sociologist, produced a short documentray on this hiphop/gangsta pheno- 
menon which aired on national television in 2001. But sensing that the TV feature is not 
‘enough, ће went back to his Tondo roots and spent more time with various gangs (also 
called "tribes." Hence, the title), further documenting their experiences and street 
poetry/hiphop culture The author / proponent believes that complexities and subtleties 
of the story of these ppor, yet highly talented urban youth can only truly be told using 
the more sophisticated language of cinema, 


LOG ON to >> 


WWW. zr rM 


for more details! >> 


watch this: only at Robinsons Movieworld Galleria Зоне 


AUGUST 29 to SEPTEMBER 11 


АТ ТНЕ СІМЕМАЅ 


‘Reserve your бај by lenting SURESENTS G83 or SURESEATS G4 la 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Sara lay on o www-surseals. com or weh tosarvallots. 
Movie sehetules may change wou prior notice. For verias anan ИШ 


AT THE MALLS = 
‘CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 3 Ayala (4 


Glorietta - 7527272. unt Yw cenke 2272771060. Naval Markell - 287548 
Greene -757 4853 10 64 _ Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc. 324 TriNoma - 901 3000 


ы, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer's Job Fair кы 


‘Sounds of Greenbelt featuring: Bloomfields 
GY REENBELT September 6, 2007 at ће Greenbelt 3 Park 


É THE INVASION 


7 THE BOURNE 
ULTIMATUM 


THE LAST LEGION 2 THE INVASION ALABANG EEDE 
TOWN September 1 o 16/2007 at the Activity Center 
ee THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 25 THE INVASION SEET 
ЕШ, ЕЙТ. 3 iti i мз 
à d 3 areweoonever? [4 p B HAIRSPRAY к, Elliot Yamin of American Idol Live! 
manis costi КЕИ РРА crat September 26; 6 PM; OnStage (Cinema 1) 
THE INVASION 2 1408 
Lactum Mall Show 
MARKET! MARKET! September 8 49, 2007 atthe Activity Center 


HAIRSPRAY 4 — aLovesroRy |тневоцяме штматом 


GENTE SERERE Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids ' 
CEBU = > at REP's Globe Theater - Opens August 11, 2007 
=m. For inquiries, pls. сай 887-0710 | 


МУ KUYA'S WEDDING THE LAST LEGION 


а 


Antiquenos: Homage to my Kasimanwas 


Ayala MUSEUM ‘August 28 to September 10, 2007 


For more info, pls. call 787-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or email museum_Inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


THE INVASION. 5 1408 


A LOVE STORY 


2 3 4 


MY KUYA'S 
WEDDING EVAN ALMIGHTY 


RUSH HOUR з 


TRINOMA ALOVE STORY 


Ed 
слоны pond 
d 6 TF 
„сопрана 

sai тит 
Ragin Bate 


Samsung Exhibit 


" An exhibit of the latest Samsung mobile phones 
A September 14 to 16; 10am to 9 pm; Starbucks ! Food 


Choices Level 2 


мов THE LAST LEGION / THE INVASION 
HAIRSPRAY 


Tac Ast Inrcanamionar fun Fun Festiva 


Aventures of (Prince Ader 


RATATOUILLE ) 


Don't muss arc fien fau scone "р | р 
Тек! сев 
UC BU THC айти" BEST ай Se wee 


fona 4 Tac Morenas o Pance Roin 
Musar Daw 
Toma 10 Tac Sora faic 


Wo iuis Collect all Fans and bag tags! 


1 ВАС ТАС AND Í FAN 
FOR EVERY P300 NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 


2 BAG TAGS AND 3 FANS 
Gn 2 каа 2, Юй FOR EVERY Р55О NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 
Tran une num И Promo extended until September 15, 2007! 
Dae es 207 


Music av бишк бива 


aa E , 


4 = 


Е ADS 5 AY Т Мота 


09 AYALA GENTIR | 


Ву Marinel R. Cruz 


AV DIAZ'S "DEATH 
Ls the Land of En- 

cantos," about a po- 
et whose hometown was 
ravaged by a typhoon, is 
among 13 films compet- 
ing for the Artistic Inno- 
vation Award at the pres- 
tigious Toronto Interna- 
tional Film Festival, Sept. 
6to15. 

Lav’ film is up against Hana 
Makhmalbafs “Buddha Col- 
lapsed Ош of Shame” 
(Afghanistan) Jose — Luis 
Guerin’s "Dans La Ville de 
Sylvia" (Spain), Rolf de Heer's 
"Dr. Plonk” (Australia), Anahi 
Berner/s “Епсатасйа” (Аг. 
gentina), Lee Myung-se's “М” 
(South ` Korea), Michelange 


PIOLO Pascual in “Chopsuey" 


PHILIPPINE Pay INQUIRER 
^ 
EX 


world indi 


Quays "Mange, ceci est mon 
Corps" (France), Lawrence 
Johnston's "Night" (Australia); 

Alexander Voulgaris’ "Pink" 
(Greece), Christian  Frosch's 
"Silent Resident" (Australia), 


Hiner Saleem’s "Sous les toits 
de Paris" (France), Naqi Ne- 
mati's “Those Three” (Iran) and 
Dorota Kedzierzawska's “Time 
to Die" (Poland) 


The jury is composed of 
Dutch multimedia artist Lonnie 
van Brummelen, Canadian pho- 
toconceptual artist Ian Wallace 
and hat designer Misa Harada, 


according to an article on the 
Hollywood Reporter. 


"Kubrador" 
Jeffrey Јештал 5 “Kubrador 
(The Bet Collector)" is one of 10 


award-winning narratives to be. 
featured in Global Lens 2008 at 
the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York City in January. 

“These films ... represent the 
best of cinema from around the 
world-they must be seen and 
experienced," said Susan Weeks 
Coulter, board chair of The 
Global Film Initiative. 

Also in the list are critical fa- 
vorites "Opera Јама" (Garin 
Nugroho, Indonesia), "Luxury 
Car" (Wang Chao, China), "The 
Custodian” (Rodrigo Moreno, 
Argentina) and South African 
comedic hit, "Bunny Chow" 
(John Barker). 

Other featured films are “All 
for Free" (Antonio Nuic, Croat- 
ia), “The Fish Fall in Love" (Ali 
Raffi, Iran), "Kept and Dream- 
less" (Vera Fogwill and Martin 
Desalvo, Argentina), “The Kite” 
(Randa Chahal ^ Sabbag, 
Lebanon) and "Let the Wind 
Blow" (Partho Sen Gupta, In- 
dia) 

After New York, Global Lens 
2008, now on its fifth year, em- 
barks on year-long tour of over 
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E-mail: entertainment@inquirér.com.ph 


veer шуо feedbacka 
inquirer ent nameagelciyimessage 
192207 (Globe) or 283 mari) 


30 cities across the US 
“Chopsuey” 


Mainstream actor Piolo Pas- 
cual is a young man forced to 
assüme the role of a patriarch 
after his parents’ untimely 
death in Catherine Camarillos 
“Chopsuey.” 

The family drama about a 
Chinese-Filipino family in Ong- 
pin is told from the point-of 
view of the eldest and only son, 
Jimmy (Piolo). He takes care of 
his sisters (Andrea del Rosario. 
Dimples Romana and Krista 
Ranillo). 

“Chopsuey” is Piolo's second 
independent film, the first be. 
ing Cesar Hernando's 2006 war 
movie, “Kagat ng Dilim,” where 
the multi-awarded actor plays a 
Huk leader. 

Camarillo, a graduate of jour 
nalism from the University of 
the Philippines, has worked as 
assistant director in some of Pi 
olos programs and films for 
ABS-CBN. 

"Chopsuey" will be shown in 
local theaters starting Sept. 5. 


Ringo Starr talks about aging MAT UL 


and bow be stays in tbe game 


BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA —FORGET 
"When I'm 64." Ringo Starr, 67-year-old 
ex-Beatle, still has the musical drive and 
looks of a rock чу roller half his age. And 
he acts it, too. 

Seated in а swank hotel room recently in 
Beverly Hills, Starr looked slender in a blazer 
and slim-fit jeans flecked with blue pen 
scratches (his own scribblings, he disclosed), 

His customary shades only left his face 
‘once, exchanged for a tinted pair of glasses. 
For the past 20 years, Stars eyes have re- 
mained well hidden, symbolic of his rock-star 
cool. 

"Photograph: The Very Best of Ringo 
Star"—culled from his solo career and label- 
spanning collection of tunes from 1970- 
2005—descended on CD racks Aug. 28. 
Between sips of water, Starr cracked 
jokes and chatted with The Associat- 
ed Press about aging, the past, and 
staying in the game. 


dan. You've mentioned in interviews 
about seeing Bob Dylan perform, and 
some days he's clear, and some days he's 
not. 

Thats just how ће is. We were actually 
talking about going to see Bob, and seeing 
Bob many times, and you get what Bob gives 
you. The last time I saw him, it was hard to 
recognize the songs. But the time before, he 
was clear as а bell. Bob is great. He just had a 
No. 1 record and that’s what its about. Pm in 
the game, Im still making records, Im still 
playing 


“no” in those days. "Photograph" is beautiful. 
‘That's one of the best songs Ive ever written. I 
was writing it with George Harrison, so that 
also helped. In those days, and still to this day, 
Толу play three chords. I'd write these songs, 
and then Id give them to George and he 
"would put in 10 more chords, and theyd 
think Twas the genius. 


it, S i 
лды 
уа) 


NY 
ы, 
on NGC 
THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CHANNEL REVEALS THI 
science behind the rattlesnake strike: how this predator finds the 
best and most comfortable ambush sites; how it detects its rodent 
prey, even in the dark; and how it moves at lightning speed with 
amazing precision. “Striker!” airs tonight at 7. 


300 

"300," a retelling of the ancient 
Greek Battle of Thermopylac 
where some 300 Spartans 
fought off а million-strong Рег 
sian army, makes a video debut 
through Warner Home Video. 


So, Ringo, you're 67 this summer. 
You'll have to speak up (laughs). 


And it was also the 40th anniversary of the 
Beatles’ “Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band” recently. 


Has the creative process changed? 
How great! 


It hasn't changed at all. You write your 
songs, you play your drums. You get some 
friends around, and you make a record. They 
would like me to make a duets album, like 
Santana did. I don't really want to do that. I 
have a lot of guests on my CDs anyway, like 
Chrissie Hynde and Willie Nelson. 


Reflect, if you would, on aging as a musi- 


The creative 
process hasn't 
changed for him, 
says the former 
How did yoù pi Beatles 


the songs When are you touring agai 


for the newalbum? 

Actually, we had а set of 
tracks we could use, going 
back to Capitol in the early 
days, What was great was, 
Capitol/EMI expanded it, 
which they dont usually do. 
Usually the label only uses [its 
own] tunes. They actually went 
and got tracks off 2005's “Choose 4 
Love” CD, off different labels. ts a 
great representation of the stuff I've 
done in the last 400 years. 


Any favorites in particular? The 
“No-No Song,” from 1974, was 
50 facetious about hard party- 
ing. 

I have great memories of 
when we recorded that, be- 
cause the last thing any of 
us were doing was saying 


drummer, 


When we go on tour—and who will 
go with me, I don't know yet—it won't 
be until next summer. I've finished ту 

new CD, which will be out in January. 


"There's been a story, for years, that 
you used to put a packet of cigarettes 
on your drum snare to muffle its 
sound. What was that about? 
It was too bright. I've always liked a. 
deep sound, and so I put my pack of 
cigarettes on it, to take it down a 
notch. Then I started putting tea 
towels on top of everything. 
Then I put towels on every 


drum. 


|. You can use the towels to 


Ag wipe off sweat, too. 


~ 


Оһ уез, I can! And havea 
cigarette after. But no, T 


dont do that anymore. 


Only 4 left in H’wood boot camp 


HALFWAY THROUGH THE COM- 
petition, the challenge intensifies in 
Оту-11% “Hollywood Boot Camp,” 
8:30 Monday nights. Four contes- 
tants have been booted out and on- 
ly four have remained. 

In the pilot episode, Arvin 
Trinidad was eliminated. His of- 
fense? Unoriginal work. 

In a challenge that called for in- 
ventive ideas, Arvin chose to reen- 
act Mel Gibson's death scene from 
“Braveheart,” leaving a sour im- 
pression on judges Kacy Andrews 
and Liam Finn. 

The remaining seven contes- 
tants were split into teams in 
episode 2, and given the challenge 
of proficiency in framing and as- 
sistant directing. In the process, 
Team Jeepney, composed of 
Miguel Vasquez, Minco Fabregas 
and team leader Denise Aguado, 
established cohesiveness and won 
the challenge. 

But all was not well with Team 
Rizal, composed of leader Apple 


^ 


Pueblo and members Chitoy Aviles, 
Randy Vitales and Shereen Saiyed. 
Questions were raised about Ap- 
ples capacity to lead, Shereen 
seemed unable to play with the 
team and group comic Chitoy Aviles 
became the second to get booted 
out. 

Episode 3 took a peek inside the 
world of Hollywood special effects 
prosthetics, makeup and the cre- 
ative effects of wardrobe. With both 
teams challenged to create а mur- 
der victim complete with an accom- 
panying scene and background sto- 
ry, Team Rizal narrowly beat Team 
Jeepney. 


Blame, conflict 

While members of Team Rizal 
gladly received the news, Team 
Jeepneys chosen leader for the 
challenge, Miguel, blamed his 
members for the loss. Forgetting the 
cohesiveness his team had achieved 

episode 2, and in a manner con- 
tradicting that of a leader, Miguel's 


attitude quickly got him the boot. 

This same conflict continued in 
episode 4, with Shereen's unable to 
collaborate with the rest of Team 
Rizal. Instead of working with her 
team on that episode's tasks in Art 
and Sound, Shereen went her way 
and spread herself too thinly on ev- 
erything except the given chal- 
lenge. Her disregard for this value 
led to her team’s loss and her dis- 
missal from the show. 

The show's ultimate winner will 
receive $10,000 or a film develop- 
ment package worth $20,000, 
which includes the use of Bigfoot 
Entertainments state-of-the-art 
production and post production fa- 
cilities and equipment in Mactan, 
Cebu. 

The winner will also receive a 
two-year contract with Bigfoot and 
guaranteed work on its internation- 
al film projects. 

Hollywood Boot Camp's official 
site is wwwzhollywoodboot- 
camp.net. 


Solvej Schou, AP. 


and Apple Pueblo. 


It stars Gerard Butler as the 
Spartan King Leonidas and Len: 
Headey as Queen Gorgo. 


‘We Are 
Marshall’ 


“We Are 

Marshall" 

tells the in- 

spiring story 

of how a 

small town in 

West Virginia struggled to cope 
with loss after one of the worst 
disasters in American sports his 
tory. 

The DVD version of the 
movie, which stars David 
Strathairn, Matthew Fox and 
Matthew McConaughey in 
cludes the documentary “Lex 
endary Coaches: How Coaches 
Overcome Adversity.” 
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Over the past two weeks, 
they have been spotted out and 
about waiting to grab that 
opportunity to say Yes! to Nokia 
5300 XpressMusic Phones and iPod 
Nanos (2GB). 


This week, the “Yes-Yes-Yo” Gang, 
known for changing targets every 
week, is again roaming the streets, 
visiting every sari-sari store. 
ordering a Coke whenever they can, 
just to get a hold of that highly- 
coveted Yes! message--the one that 
will ultimately make them say Yes! 
to this week's prized possession, 
the Sony PlayStation Portable. 


“We need that Yes! message! We 
gotta have it. Right now! For the 
PSP! ‘Di kami papapigil. Lahat 
gagawin namin, kahit isa-isahin pa 
namin ang bawat Coke sa bawat 
sari-sari store sa bawat sulok ng 
Pinas,” says one of the impassioned 
representatives of the “Yes-Yes- Yo" 
Gang, when asked about the group’s 
current obsession with collecting 


Yes! Check your 
Coke crowns 
now! 


Is it your chance to say Yes! to a 
Sony PlayStation Portable (PSP) this 
week? If the message under your 
Coke crown is "YES, KAHIT 
SAAN DAPAT GAME?" then go 
ahead, with “Соке, Yes, Linggo- 
Linggo," say Yes to a PSP right now! 


Yes-Yes-Yo 
Gang on the 


lookout 
forPSPs! 


Yes! You win this Sony PlayStation Portable (PSP) if the message under your crown is: 


| YES, KAHIT SAAN DAPAT GAME! 


ЖАП winning crowns have security markings and are subject to verification and authentication by Coca-Cola representatives. 


Coke crowns in hopes of bagging 
one of the world's most celebrated 
game consoles. 


"The PSP is everything we've 
always wanted— pure excitement 
we can access anytime, anywhere. 
Astig sobra kasi it is the first truly 
integrated portable entertainment 
system-may games, music, videos, 
photos, internet and wireless 


Two ot the тез! gang members grant ап exclusive Interview 


But if non-winning crowns are all 
you've got at the moment, just keep 
those Y ESes and never ever say no! 
Every week, there is a different 
winning Yes! message, because 
every week there is a different prize 
up for grabs. Who knows, one of 
your crowns might make you say 
Yes! next week or in the coming 
weeks. 


Still can't get over the PSP this 
week? So, what's stopping you? 
Just buy more Coke and look under 


connectivity... lahat ng cool stuff. 
in опе,” says one of the in-the-know 
Yes! Gang members. 


Really, how can anyone say no to 
a sleek piece of plastic with 
unmatched surprises encased 
underneath, such as an impressive 
archive of entertainment content? 
“Kaya nga kung puwede lang 
bumili ng isang truck ng Coke para 


the crown for the Yes! message. 
If it matches the winning message 
on this page and on the daily 
5:30pm announcements on GMA 
and ABS-CBN, then Yes! you're a 
winner! 


And Yes! You can also win 
instantly! Millions of Jollibee Meals 
(1-pc. Chickenjoy Meal, Jollibee 
Spaghetti Meal or Regular Yum 
Meal) to be given away under the 
crown. 


Never 
MISS д 


Ye © eee 


Week 1 (Aug. 19 to 25, 2007) 


Week 2 (Aug. 26 to Sept. 1, 2007) 


lang makuha ang winning Yes! 
message at mapanalunan ang PSP 
eh gagawin ko!” declares a 
determined Yes! Gang member. 
“Wait, puwede nga ba? Kasi kung 
puwede, o-order na ako ng isang 
truck. NOW МА!” he then adds 
with so much conviction. 


“Friend, i-order mo na rin ako! And 
make that three trucks! Para every 
week, may chance ako kasi every 
week may bagong winning Yes! 
message,” requests a fellow Yes! 
member, 


Yes, this is how the gang operates 
on high alert (which, of course, 
happens every single week)— no 
Coke remains untouched, unmoved. 
un-enjoyed. 


So go, go, go! Stock up on Coke 
now. You never know, that winning 
message everyone is going crazy 
over might just be in one of your 
Coke crowns! 


It’s so easy to say Yes! 
to different prizes 
weekly! 


i prizes can be claimed until November 29. 2007 


2 Coca-Cola hotlines: 813-2653 / 813-COKE (GMA) or 1-800-1-888 2653 /1-800-1-888 COKE (Provincial areas) 
“Jollibee meals can be claimed at any Jollibee outlet nationwide. 


u + TW үрү posae: A Aug. 28: меса mesage: 5 
r 5, MA YES, PARINGSAN 
MONA "or \ 


MAY 2 WAYS TO WIN. NAPAKADALING MANALOTT SUMALI! 
А. WEEKLY MAJOR PRIZES в. INSTANT JOLLIBEE FOOD PRIZES 


1 am л. Buy any participating Coke products Coke зри or opal 
spec dance 


"Bat ог 120x) with special marke 


isa nationwide promotion. 
prizes over Р10200 are tax бее. 

M ring rows have securty markings: 

erfcaton and authentication 

Engrs of iC CCBA овоне Foods Corse 

andiher rls ui protien, 


Promo period is from August 19 to September 28,2007 
Det iin ни 


tte 


оол cou KOKE, ta design ви Coro Bos nd “ny CORE, Dn eae wader Th Cot Она Comp ©2007 The Ceci Compa 


artes "t T1 
BANEN pu ng абуда COKE Ys 8 1 


JACK HOME: 3 
NLY TEN CAN ENJOY THE fj 


— 
CAN AL, THE JOCK, BE THE. LET GIU CROON HIS WAY INTO THE MAKE DARYL GO FROM BOY-NEXT- 
COUNTRY'S ULTIMATE CHARMER? SPOTLIGHT. DOOR TO HOT ROCKSTAR. 


) АМА | 
ҮЛ | САМ AVA BECOME THE PHILIPPINES’ 
NEXT TOP MODEL-PERFORMER? 


WITNESS SMALL-GUY CARL тч WILL THE MUSIC MAJOR 
GO BIG-TIME. А TURN INTO А MUSIC ICON? 


€ M— 


HERE 


g CAN PAM RC k 
SEE OSAN BECOME THE CUTEST ан 
THING ONSTAGE. COOLEST? 


Ү FOR THE 


SEND TO 387 FOR SMART AND TALK N TEXT SUBSCRIBERS AND TO 2344 FOR GLOBE, TOUCH MOBILE AND 


Styling for the finalists provided by RUMOM WATCH COCA-COLA RIDE TO РАМЕ YES TO YOUR DREAM! 


pst ras 


CA DOU 


